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The doctoral thesis Emil Isac - Monographic Study aims to re (place) in the current horizon 

of interest identity, social, political, but also cultural landmarks of the first half of the last century. 

This research, the third monograph dedicated to the writer Emil Isac, after those published in the 

'70s, under the signature of Ion Brad, Emil Isac - A Tribune of New Ideas (1972) and, respectively, 

of Eronim Precup, Emil Isac - Critical Study (1974), the latter being also a doctoral thesis, 

represents extensive research, with double orientation, focused both on the life and literary activity, 

as well as on the journalistic, political and cultural activity of the writer Emil Isac. Apart from these 

two monographs mentioned above, the rest of the critical studies dedicated to the creation of Emil 

Isac are fixed only in short articles dedicated to the work or in articles with a memorial touch, 

published in periodicals. Since our research opens several perspectives (historical context, 

biography, critical reception, thematic, sociological, ethnological, religious and archaeological 

openings) applied to all the writings of the author, the activated research methods being varied: from 

the cultural study, thematic investigation and in-depth hermeneutics, to the capture of the 

biographical or socio-cultural aspects, which give to our thesis the character of a monograph.  

 The argument we start from is that, at the moment, the work of the writer Emil Isac is rarely 

mentioned in specialized literary publications, therefore a monographic study on his life and activity 

seems a necessary priority, required by the work. Moreover, the writer's work was forgotten in a 

shadow cone of literature, our intention being, in the end, to recover the work and its author, to (re) 

orient the reading public's interest towards the past, but also to educate of the young generation of 

readers, by unconventional methods, this being a major interest, resulting from the desire to offer a 

panoramic image of the creation of the writer from Cluj. 

This monograph aims, in a first sequence, at the socio-political and cultural contextualization 

of the destiny of the writer Emil Isac and his family, with an emphasis on the various cultural levels 

in which he worked as a writer, inspector, university professor, journalist or politician. The work 

aims to restore to Romanian literary history the writer Emil Isac, in a presentation that aims, mainly, 

to capitalize on artistic creation. The importance and topicality of the research are given, on the one 

hand, by the approach in doctoral research of the writer Emil Isac and, later, by the applied 

investigation method, with full acknowledgement of the responsibilities given by the chance to have 



access to an impressive collection of documents of major interest; In this sense, we emphasize the 

satisfaction that the access to the archives of the important Emil Isac fund gave us, an extremely 

abundant exercise for recovering some pages of cultural history that are insufficiently valued today. 

Due to the vastness and complexity of the chosen subject, a multidisciplinary approach was 

needed, requesting the consultation of volumes and specialized studies in various fields, such as 

criticism, literary history, Romanian history or the history of the press. The argument of our paper 

introduces, therefore, the reasons that led to the choice of the topic, the purpose of the research, the 

structure of the chapters. We start, first of all, from the consideration that Emil Isac's work is not a 

closed or exhausted subject and that, as we have shown throughout the work, new hermeneutical 

openings are required. Regarding the innovative character of this doctoral research thesis, the first 

argument is that, at the moment, we do not have a monographic paper that includes the 

pluriperspectivism of the approached issue. Therefore, we considered it opportune to elaborate a 

study assigned to the area of monography, which would return an original portrait, with cultural, 

literary, professorial, historical, journalistic and political preoccupations. It should also be 

mentioned that Emil Isac's journalism, translations, memoirs and correspondence are unique and 

little-studied fields, almost not known to the current reading public, so both the choice of topic and 

its innovative character explain the topicality of the research. The originality of the work is also 

given by the treatment of some aspects of the Cluj interwar press, the political game between 1918-

1920, the writer's accession to the Romanian National Party, then the renunciation of politics and, of 

course, the effects of these attitudes on the reception of the work. 

This thesis aims to contextualize and analyze the writings of Emil Isac, in an in-depth 

recovery process, carried out mainly in the perimeter of Cluj, the research taking place, primarily, at 

the Museum "Emil Isac", located in the County Library "Octavian Goga”, at the reference room, the 

reading room and the “Adrian Marino” Room of the University Library from Cluj-Napoca, then at 

the Library of the Romanian Academy, the Institute of History, the Municipal Library “Teodor 

Murăşanu” from Turda, Alba County Directorate of National Archives, the National Museum of the 

Union and the Library of the National Museum of the Union from Alba Iulia. In carrying out the 

work I researched the entire Emil Isac Fund, as well as what was written about the writer, I 

researched all the correspondence, manuscripts, documents, writings, data about the museum, in 

archives, in the catalogues of the University Library of Cluj-Napoca, as well as in numerous 

periodicals. 



Located on the border between philology and history, this research capitalizes on historical 

sources, emphasizing the subjective-affective desire to write about a personality of the Romanian 

culture of the last century, putting him in connection with the historical events of the Romanian 

nation's past. The current research proposes a monographic study subject both to the canons of such 

an approach and to the trajectory of the writer's life and work. I illustrated his personality both from 

the writing angle and from that of the general inspector of theatres in Ardeal and Banat, of the 

aesthetics teacher at the School of Fine Arts in Cluj, but also of the manuscripts and memoirs in the 

family archive. We tried to complete the theme from the angle of reflection based on new sources in 

the family archive, in the hope of drawing a more accurate picture of this personality. We intended 

to subsume the biography and work of Emil Isac through a network that connects the two nodal 

points. Our study seeks to capture the pulse of time and to restore the unique and lively portrait of 

the intellectual Emil Isac, with his multiple cultural, literary, historical and political concerns. 

The scientific character of the work is based on an important documentary inventory and a 

large corpus-support, extended far beyond the work of the writer Emil Isac: the documentary fund 

itself, articles published in periodicals, archives, anthologies, volumes, critical editions, 

correspondence, monographs. From those presented based on the published and unpublished 

material, we affirm that his biography and work are intimately linked in the writing plan through the 

use of the first person, simplicity, realism of significance, authenticity and sincerity. In the present 

research, we have always oscillated between highlighting the realities of Transylvania and the 

critique of the time, the doctoral thesis focusing on the specific aspects of the geographical, 

historical and cultural area where the poet lived. The fifty years of artistic creation are captured both 

subjectively and objectively, leaving to echo the various critical opinions, both favourable and 

unfavourable to the poet. We tried to capture his personality imprinted on the canvas of time, to 

rebuild his image as it was, with good and bad moments, qualities and defects, lights and shadows. 

Our paper aims to be also an applied study, which treats as completely as possible the 

activity and literary creation of the poet, the method of investigation being the critical-comparative 

one, without neglecting the method of historical contextualization, just as important. The study is 

intended to be one of recovery of works and their reediting, without claiming to be exhaustive. The 

documentation had a major role, and for its realization, we researched and capitalized the entire fund 

Emil Isac, the entire book fund published by and about Emil Isac, articles, manuscripts, unpublished 

fragments, family documents, letters or courses from the faculty. The paper developed in two main 

directions, the first being given by the investigative approach, which involved the study of 



manuscripts, documents, letters, articles and the second direction, the actual analysis of the works, 

through a case study. The analysis of the work required a study of the political mechanisms 

transposed in the imaginary of his literary work, but also a contextualization of his writing in the 

spirit of the time. In compiling the monograph, I always oscillated between the detailed analysis of 

the existing material in the archive and the articles published in periodicals. 

Regarding the structure of this monograph, it is divided into five chapters, the first of which 

is Life and Activity, followed by the chapter on history, where we captured the major events that 

Emil Isac went through, chronologically and in detail, then an analysis of the work: poetry, prose 

and theatre, each in a separate section. A significant part is represented by his literary and political 

journalism, followed, then, by the chapter dedicated to the writer's correspondence. To all this are 

added the introductory part, the final considerations, the bibliographical references and the annexes. 

The first chapter introduces in the foreground a unitary vision on the lives and personality 

of the writer Emil Isac, organized chronologically. Starting from the poet's genealogy, I illustrate the 

Transylvanian cultural context at the beginning of the 19th century and the first half in the 20th 

century, organizing the biographical material also in terms of their value in his destiny. In the 

present study, we charted the genealogy of the Isac and Roșescu families and we demonstrated how 

these two families of Romanian intellectuals got involved in the national struggle of Romanians 

from Transylvania and how they contributed to the creation of the Union on December 1, 1918, in 

Alba Iulia. I used both sources from the funds or the political press, from periodicals, and historical 

documents of the time. This chapter is based on serious documentation, organization and synthesis, 

of such nature that it reflects the important stages of the writer's life: the author's childhood, the 

school years spent in Cluj and Năsăud, the faculty years, then his trajectory in literature, 

involvement in the artistic life as an inspector at the theatres, professor of aesthetics at the School of 

Fine Arts in Cluj, poet, prose writer, playwright and, last but not least, his career as a journalist. 

Another aspect that I discuss is his involvement in the political life of the time, as well as his 

contribution to the creation of the Romanian unitary national state. 

The second chapter, Emil Isac - Between the imperatives of disturbing history and the 

panacea of culture, considers the representation of realities by a foray into the past, as well as 

capturing and detailing the most significant moments that made up the profile of the intellectual 

Emil Isac. In an attempt to synthesize these ideas, I divided the chapter into five subchapters, 

respectively: Fighter for the social and national cause of Romanians, The price of the Irenian 

option: prison and torture, Preparation for the Great Union of December 1, 1918, The struggle for 



Romanian culture and language, Memories from the Turda Refuge and The Four Light Years "after 

so much darkness". Subchapter I captures the struggle of the poet Emil Isac to overthrow the old 

mentalities, in a period full of social and political convulsions, the neuralgic point being the betrayal 

of the Transylvanian ideals and the perpetuation of the same morals after the Union. This 

biographical flow defines Transylvania at the end of the 19th century and the beginning of the 20th 

century, being a historical document in itself, in which the Romanian problems of the time are 

projected. 

Continuing the thread of history, in the second subchapter, we paint the image of a 

problematic history, governed by laws in which the government of Tisza ruled, which forbade all the 

civil rights of the Romanians from Transylvania. In these conditions, we find Emil Isac, on August 

3, 1914, at a ball in Cojocna where, when everyone raised the glass in honour of the Habsburgs, he 

refused to make this gesture, standing up and stating that he would not raise the glass in honour of 

the killers, then urging the others to do the same, and for this "guilt" he is imprisoned in Cluj. 

The preparation of the Great Union on December 1, 1918, is a basic pillar in our research, 

which is why we analyzed this sensitive and tense sector. The diabolical measures of oppression and 

the chauvinist policy of Hungarianization of the governments of Budapest are well known, notable 

being the actions of Emil Isac to deal with political, social and cultural issues, not only of 

Transylvania but of the whole country, the poet harshly criticizing the Romanians parliamentarians 

for the tendency to reconcile with the rulers of Austro-Hungarian dualism. Also here, we talked 

about the actions taken by the poet in carrying out the Act of Great Union, about the road to the 

Union and about the tragic event in Teiuş station, where the flag bearer Ioan Arion was killed by a 

rain of bullets, thus sanctifying, with his blood, the Act The Great Union from December 1, 1918. I 

captured the facets that make up the profile of the intellectual Emil Isac, as well as his contribution 

to the great historical events. We selected and analyzed the documentary information that marked 

the pulse of that time. 

In the subchapter dedicated to the struggle for Romanian culture and language, we stopped 

our attention on the socio-political realities of the time during Horthy's dictatorial regime, a regime 

that trampled on all the rights of Transylvanian Romanians. I demonstrated, with the help of the 

journalist's articles, the resistance fight against both the Hungarian and Romanian governments and 

his hope for a spiritual and cultural renaissance. This side of him depicts the man mature in thought, 

who clearly and concisely represents a society in which social, political and national turmoil has 

manifested itself harshly and rapidly. The poet calls to fight the Romanian intellectuals, united under 



a cultural league, to fight against opportunism. He promotes Romanian culture both in the country 

and abroad, being aware that this is the most valuable weapon because it has always been an 

important factor in perpetuating and affirming the identity of a people. 

The Memories from the Turda Refuge justify our attempt to approach, fragmentarily, scenes 

from the life of the writer Emil Isac, the goal we are heading towards being to restore to Romanian 

literary history the dimension of his writings. This extensive study regards the close connection with 

the society of the epoch to which he eventually fell a victim. At the age of fifty-four, following the 

Vienna Dictate, when Northern Transylvania was ceded to the Austro-Hungarian Empire, Emil Isac 

was forced to leave and took refuge in Turda. This curse of history gave way to revenge, murder and 

persecution that did not take long to appear, the poet writing to Liviu Rebreanu to help him with an 

exchange of detainees because Bubi, his only son, had been arrested. The poet continuously 

campaigned for the preservation of identity, freely expressed his ideas and beliefs. The note book 

from Turda is the result of his memorialist writings. Here the memoirs facilitate the exact 

knowledge of the biography of the poet from Cluj, these having not only literary value, but also a 

documentary one. The lines written during the refuge reveal Emil Isac as an author of memorialist 

writings with a real vocation. Here, in this Note book, we found elements of biography, combined 

with descriptions, which acquire the character of an essay. In this "autobiographical space", we have 

established links between diaries, isolated fragments from the collection of manuscripts, notebooks 

and correspondence, which complete the writer's profile both as a person and as a creative destiny. 

Considering the result of this monographic approach, we set out to inventory the memoirs in order to 

have new perspectives for interpretation. This chapter aims to present the memoirs of Emil Isac 

from the '40s and '45s, emphasizing the consequences on the fate of the Transylvanians. In this 

subchapter, we presented, through a brief review of the confessions, the elements of the biography 

with descriptions that acquire the character of an essay. Here we must also mention Emil Isac's 

intention to write a Book of Refuge, an aspect, however, unresolved. 

Considered a vulnerable point of this approach, the subchapter The four light-years "after so 

much darkness" proposes a reorientation on socialist ideas, on slips and, respectively, the influences 

generated by them in the socio-cultural attitudes of the writer Emil Isac. Strictly approached from 

the perspective of the impact on the work from the end of his life, we followed how the causes and 

effects created a transformation that led to the embracing of the proletarian vision. It is known that 

Emil Isac was attracted to socialist ideas from a young age. The area of interest was, in fact, the 

national drama. His writing is a mirror that reflects the image of the poet from Cluj in a new formula 



of "refuge". The subchapter makes a foray into the past realities when the "social problem" was 

solved by contagious people of the communist regime. The move to the other area makes him write 

virulent articles, in which he shows his dissatisfaction with the policies that gave the impression that 

Hitlerism has disappeared, the poet explains sharply that its place was taken by Anglo-American 

imperialism. 

Chapter III - The poetry, prose and theatre of Emil Isac. Pluriperspectivism and cultural 

openness is the core of our work, which is why it is the lengthiest. This chapter proposes a 

presentation and an analysis of the writer Emil Isac in the three fundamental literary hypostases: 

poet, prose writer and playwright. In the realization of this chapter, we followed both the formation 

of the writer and the evolution of his literary writings. The chapter includes the subchapters: Emil 

Isac's Poetry, Emil Isac's Poems in Prose and Emil Isac's Theater, and the subchapter Emil Isac's 

Poetry focuses on five points: The poet's debut, The modern poet - between symbolism and 

decadence, Supporters and detractors, The Poetic Universe and Transylvania - a constant of the 

poetic imaginary. I followed the framing of Emil Isac's writings in certain aesthetic orientations and 

literary species, I interpreted and critically analyzed the entire corpus of texts, discussing their 

themes, applying multidisciplinary investigations. We also analytically developed his side as an 

epistolary, to demonstrate the realistic nature of his writings and the connection between life and 

work. I marked some defining moments for Emil Isac's literary destiny: the poetic debut in the 

Hungarian magazine "Ellenzék", with the article about Vasile Alecsandri entitled Alexandri Vazul - 

A legnagyobb roman költö élete es munkái, in translation Vasile Alecsandri - The life and work of 

the greatest Romanian poet (December 10, 1902) and, a year later, two songs appeared in the 

newspaper "Kolozsvári Friss Ujság", translated from Romanian, then his debut in Romanian in the 

magazine of Iosif Vulcan ("Family", XXIX 1903, No. 42, November 2/15, p. 498) with the poem In 

the shade of poplars, where the influences of Eminescu, Coşbuc or Goga are obvious. The poet 

appeals to a minor romanticism, drawing poetic feelings made according to the fashion of the time: 

disappointments, gloomy hopelessness, despair, loneliness, all detached from the tearful 

romanticism of the time. Still here, there are concerns for new social and psychological structures, 

but also incessant references to national history, with a kind of patriotism, but not in the sense of 

poetic propaganda. His lyrics take on colour, as evidenced by the poems that denote a firm pictorial 

tone. The verse is confessional and evocative and abounds in metaphysical anxieties and 

lamentations. 



We continued with the placement of the poet from Cluj between symbolism and decadence, 

and even with the marks of expressionism. Many times his adherence to literary doctrines was 

erroneously or inconsistently analyzed, the critics not accepting the "new" poetry that Isac 

promoted. The poet's predilection for the people, for their pains is notable, poetry being a show in 

which the daily reality of Cluj takes a defining shape. Focusing on a new poetic formula, Emil Isac 

rediscovers the essence of poetry, the poet theorizing its aspects, realistically, following the tension 

of those times. Emil Isac takes as his characters the human figures from the tumult of his 

contemporary history, which he radiographs, he shows his contempt for arbitrary formulas and does 

not follow the fashion of the time, the poet heading for the camp of modernists and symbolists. 

The subchapter Supporters and detractors is dedicated to how the work of the poet from Cluj 

was interpreted by the literary critics. It would be wrong to believe that all criticism must have a 

common opinion about the work of a writer. I let the voice of the time express its opinion, without 

interventions in favour or against the writer. Critics such as Ilarie Chendi, Eugen Lovinescu, Mihail 

Dragomirescu were deeply dissatisfied with the themes proposed by Isac and were totally against his 

work. Of course, the harsh, sometimes totally unfounded criticisms did not take long to appear. As 

expected, there were also praiseful appreciations, coming from another kind of critics such as Ovid 

Densuşianu, Pompiliu Constantinescu, Vladimir Streinu, Şerban Cioculescu or Mircea Zaciu, who 

appreciated the literary work of Emil Isac. 

The subchapter The Poetic Universe presents the modulations of the poetic imaginary with 

the whole flow of images of a closed, sick universe, in which the disappointment and the feeling of 

historical collapse predominate. Emil Isac's ideological position does not give moral support to the 

bourgeoisie or capitalist values. The poet manifests his position towards the oppressed, his lyric, full 

of striking contrasts, is sad and full of sympathy and understanding towards the people. The poet 

captures the pulse of life and hopes to change the fate of the afflicted. It is noteworthy that the poet 

does not criticize, curse or blame those who have fallen into the vices of life, instead he accuses the 

politicians, considered the main culprit for the poverty and decay of his fellows. Emil Isac remains 

one of the poets who has been involved over the centuries in the fundamental problems of the 

human and humanitarian, as long as his Transylvanian lyricism transposes into it the dignity of the 

human conscience, which he wants to be reborn and emancipated spiritually. He captures everything 

in metaphors that define the suffering air of Cluj, in the allegories that, in the end, define the whole 

of Transylvania. He denounces the fascist danger and foretells the disaster the country is heading 



towards, denouncing the crimes of the imperialist war. A consistent defender of peace, around the 

Nazi invasion, he did not publish anything else until the liberation of the country. 

Continuing the subchapter dedicated to Poetry with the sub-theme Transylvania - a constant 

of the poetic imaginary, I noticed the poetic contact with the lyrics of Rainer Maria Rilke, his poems 

gaining a note of authenticity in a serious interior space. We are witnessing strong conflicts, where 

the feeling of alienation predominates. The striking contrast reappears in a troubled history, where 

young men and women from Transylvanian villages fall victim to the industrialized city. 

Uncertainty becomes aggressive again, again we see the poet trapped in death, a place where he can 

no longer escape and from where he can no longer be saved by his fellows. It is a lyric dedicated to 

the poor, to those who suffer in silence. The image of war descends again into the poet's lyricism, 

this time creating a true atmosphere of hell, where death is at home, everywhere. This manifesto is a 

historical document of the bitter times in the land of the "seven cries". He does not ignore, again, the 

social and historical coordinates and he fights for national liberation and national reunification. 

Despite the voices that challenge the positivist attitude (and there are not a few of them), I started 

from the premise that the work and its writer must be understood and interpreted by the historical 

context. This aspect opens the work to deep interpretations, which lead, in the end, to the conclusion 

of the creation of the autobiography through the poetic work. 

The subchapter Poems in prose presents a new stage in the creation of Emil Isac, with a 

substratum in the writings of Peter Altenberg. Considered a novelty of the time, the prose poem was, 

however, cultivated, up to Isac, by romantic poets. I presented the volumes of poems in prose: 

Ardealule, Ardealule bătrân - 1916 (volume full of revolt, which depicts the resistance fight of the 

Romanians in Transylvania), Poems in prose - 1923 (which depicts images from the life of the 

Romanian soldier in the Austro-Hungarian army ), A man's book - 1925 (poem-articles with not only 

a literary but also a documentary value, real reflections of a tormented soul), My notes - 1925 

(whose area expands the border of Transylvania and is heading towards a new Europe) and Poems 

in prose - 1936 (a volume which emphasizes the belief in man’s value, a true page of an anthology). 

We drew the "diagram" of a perpetual analysis and self-analysis of the writer, who was profoundly 

influenced by live, intense and serious experiences. 

Theater, a constant preoccupation of the poet, is a combination of documentary and 

psychological characteristics, strongly marked by archaic mentality and political conflicts of the 

time. The theatre is the most accurate way to bring text to life, and to support this idea, I capture the 

social and political events that animated Cluj during the first half of the twentieth century, revealing 



the "photography" of a world full of outdated regulations and norms. He debuted in dramaturgy with 

the neo-romantic drama in an act The Young Mother, after I.L. Caragiale made a laudatory report, 

being the only play performed on the stage of the National Theater in Bucharest, on January 23, 

1912, directed by Petre Gusti and on the music of Augustin Bena. In all these investigations I 

pursued the controversial destiny of the play, whose romanticized title is within the frame of the 

expressionist symbolist canons. The theme of the play is the spiritual struggle between the 

responsibilities towards the parents and the forbidden love because of the conceptions of the time, 

which forbade a rich girl to be married to a poor boy. Full of anxiety and tension, the play reaches 

high emotional levels, alternating between long lamentations and the alert rhythm of the action. The 

end, unpredictable, shocks by the gesture of the murder. With the next play, much more successful 

from a literary point of view, Emil Isac brings to light a world focused on the serious conflicts that 

the capitalist society was facing, the play is directed against the despotic politics that existed at that 

time. What interested me in this play was the theatre's relationship with a society that became a 

prisoner of a totalitarian system. The play was written during the Turda refuge, but unlocated, and it 

reflects the turmoil of the era related to the struggles of the workers, not only in the country but also 

outside its borders. Mister Milion shows the psychopathy of terror in the mad pursuit of fame and 

power. Selfish and insensitive to the sufferings of the starving crowds, touched for a moment by 

humane gestures, the play presents two dictators in the true sense of the word (Milion and Milly), 

who embody the power of money and the medieval mentality of the owner who claimed the right to 

life and death on employees. Strongly individualized characters, they act in appalling and shocking 

scenes, culminating in the defeat of the dictator who confronts his opponents on the barricades, 

wanting to "liquidate" them, pushing the theatre into expressionism. The writing of this play is based 

on the difficult period of the ‘40s and ‘45s, when the poet, a refugee in Turda, was overwhelmed by 

the utopia of a totalitarian regime, where the voice of the Fuhrer and his servants could be heard 

everywhere. In the analysis of this piece, we used the manuscripts from the archive that prove 

similarities between the piece and the poet's life. Other dramatic attempts are Iancu (a play that has 

been lost), Anafrim (which misses the beginning and the end, a comedy), The Poet or The Woman 

(whose beginning is missing and which, according to the poet, was to be played in Geneva), Kepler, 

Columbus or another one where Tyltyl and the Fairy were among the characters. 

The subchapter dedicated to journalism places Emil Isac in the gallery of Transylvanian 

journalistic personalities who, over half a century, supported a particularly incisive journalistic 

activity, as demonstrated by the over 800 articles published in the press of the time. We started by 



demonstrating his journalistic preoccupations since 1902 when he debuted with the article about 

Vasile Alecsandri in the Hungarian newspaper "Ellenzék" and until the last articles published in the 

newspaper "Făclia", in 1953. 

The subchapter Emil Isac - A protesting voice in the press of the time presents the main 

trends regarding the national problems of the Romanians; the poet is quite free from the slogans of 

socialist realism to which he adhered when he was young. He got into the throes of political 

struggles, criticizing the evils of history and the Austro-Hungarian dualist government. As testimony 

there are numerous political articles published before the Union, which prove the journalist's 

concern for the national ideal, but also his insight in terms of political events which marked the 

twentieth century. Emil Isac anticipates the entire scaffolding of the surrender of Transylvania, he 

writes virulent articles in which he condemns the political class guilty of not getting involved in 

finding solutions to the problem of tortured prisoners in prisons, he is outraged by the poverty and 

misery of the Romanian people. 

With the next subchapter, I showed the preoccupation of the poet for the reconstruction of 

the authentic images in the Transylvanian magazines. The poet, advanced in the middle of the 

struggles, not only social and political but also cultural ones, realizes extremely sustained 

journalism, in which he demonstrates the importance of culture, which he sees as an extremely 

important educational tool. His articles take on a polemical turn given by the desire to take 

Romanian literature out of the straps of anachronistic patterns. We highlighted the series of his 

numerous critical appreciations dedicated to Iosif Vulcan, Mihai Eminescu, Vasile Alecsandri, 

George Coşbuc, Lucian Blaga, etc. I discovered the poet's disguised under different hypostases in 

which his cries of sadness impress with sincerity and truth, projecting shadows and lights, with 

perfect elegance. 

The Correspondence series is the last chapter of this monograph dedicated to Emil Isac. 

Extremely vast and impressive not only by a large number of letters, about 2000, but also by the 

variety and cultural importance it contains, the correspondence remains an unedited testimony, 

witnessed only by the paper and the recipients. The large list of correspondence contains letters from 

historical, cultural and political, as well as literary personalities, over the years in the house of the 

Isac family visited by extremely important people, people who wrote history, writers and people of 

culture: I.L.Caragiale, George Coşbuc, Lucian Blaga, Vasile Goldiş, Petru Groza, Vaida Voevod, 

Perpessicius, Iosif Iser and others. 



I noticed an aspect as important as it was pleasant, namely the high respect that Emil Isac 

enjoyed from the writers. In this investigative approach, the documentation had a major role, as I 

managed to accurately x-ray the personality traits of the man and writer that was Emil Isac, located 

in intellectual neighbourhoods of great strength at the time. 

The analytical approach undertaken in this doctoral study aims, therefore, at a meticulous 

analysis, from a multidisciplinary perspective, of the existential path reflected in the perimeter of his 

literary work, correspondence or memoirs. In this monograph I proposed the approach of his literary 

texts in stages, pleading in favour of a critical-comparative study, but with permanent reference to 

history. What I noticed is that the poet had the preference to capture all the "levels" of reality, all of 

which are meant to indicate his existential path as a support and generator of the creative imaginary. 

As a man of the press, he is one of the most conclusive voices of the time, appreciated and esteemed 

during all this time by the reading public. 

The monographic study represents a recovery of the work, but also an update of the marks of 

the symbolic identity of the writer Emil Isac, without claiming an exhaustive investigation. We 

studied the cultural context in which Emil Isac stood out, as well as numerous documents that reveal 

him to us as a not only cultural but also socio-political personality of the time. 

An acid and uncompromising publicist, a tireless guardian of the national conscience, a 

guardian of the nation's faith, but without showing off nationalism, his articles are clear proof of 

what is called social-political resistance and struggle. With a unitary aspect, his work is marked by 

the complexity of historical changes: the Act of the Great Union of December 1, 1918, the period of 

Austro-Hungarian dualism, the first and second world wars, the unfortunate "moment" of the '40 -

'45s. All the subjective motivations had, ultimately, an objective, strictly scientific support, specific 

to a doctoral thesis. We researched and subjected to a thorough analysis his entire literary creation 

using, as a priority, the method of literary criticism, the existing material already being 

supplemented by the manuscripts in the archive. Thus, we tried to make a "dialogue" with the work, 

recomposing, as in a puzzle, the image of the poet Emil Isac. The novelty of the research is, first of 

all, the treated subject, which highlights unpublished materials from the Isac family archive, the 

impressive correspondence of about 2000 dated letters, but also several hundred undated ones. A 

work deeply rooted in the biographical history, this is a real confessional diary, which allows the 

establishment of certain bridges between the work and the biography. The paper also aims to put the 

author on a higher shelf in Romanian literature, as well as his correct positioning in the diversified 

and polemical ensemble of the Romanian press from the interwar period. Literary analysis proves 



Emil Isac to be an author who did not limit himself to lyrical or journalistic structures stuck in 

outdated rules, he had the strength and courage to approach topics with a social, political and 

existential touch, anchored in a broad realism and an extremely sharp critical sense. "Psychological" 

realism is given by the way he perceives human nature, putting his pen at the service of simple and 

pure souls. The finesse of his soul pushes his lyricism towards plausible Messianism. With a very 

well organized literary program, he evokes Transylvania, respectively Cluj, thus contributing to the 

increase of the Romanian cultural heritage. 

We conclude by saying that Emil Isac is one of the writers who fixed the base of the pyramid 

of the value canon, contributing decisively to the demolition of grounded stereotypes. After all, the 

top of the canonical pyramid rests on the platform created by this series of writers-builders, who, 

each in their time and within their value code, assumed responsibility for the creative manifestation, 

with a role in consolidating the authentic Romanian cultural identity. He was loved both as a poet 

and as a journalist precisely for these moral qualities that he showed. Thus, we reconstructed an 

original portrait of a man of a culture characterized by erudition, reasoning and special ideological 

thinking. The writer's work stimulates re(reading) and re(interpretation). The language, considered 

by some critics careless or rude, acquires a local colour specific to the Cluj area. Emil Isac comes to 

us with a work that urges the preservation of our cultural and national identity, tolerance and 

progress. Besides, we believe that this monograph contributes to the understanding of Emil Isac's 

work in the general context of the time. 

In some sequences of the paper, in addition to the indications strictly related to the 

bibliography, we used an annotation that includes information about various events, locations, 

happenings, so we allowed finding details difficult to access or hidden from the public. In the case 

of incomplete data, we proceeded to referring to the files from the museum archive (annexes). 

Sometimes, even in this case, there were situations when the page was not mentioned in newspapers 

or magazines, the reason being caused by the fact that the paper suffered, under the influence of the 

time, some distortions. 

Synthesizing all these aspects and interpretive directions, the monograph that focuses on 

Emil Isac, the poet from Cluj, is an open work, far from having exhausted its resources. We hope 

that the current monographic study will succeed in shaping the overall image of the life and work of 

the writer Emil Isac to better contribute to its placement in current Romanian literature. The paper 

also aims to be the premise of other future studies and to open new cultural horizons. 
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