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Introduction

This paper focuses on presenting the Hallstatt
settlement from Alba lulia ,Dealul Furcilor-Mondlit The
settlement was discovered in the autumn of 2008viahg
some rescue archaeological excavations. Archaealbgi
researches for historical load discharge were begathe
autumn of 2003 by a team of archaeologists from the
National Museum of Union from Alba lulia. The tdma
where the researches were conducted is owned Bia Ro
Montara Gold Corporation (RMGC). The following
archaeologists were part from the research stafhgl2003-
2006: Vasile Moga, George Bounegru, Horia Ciugudean
Radu Ciobanu, Aurel Draggot Matei Drambfrean,
Constantin Inel, Radu Ota, Cristinel Plantos ang I
Alexandru Lascu.

This paper approaches only Hallstatt complexed) bot
those belonging to the complex with black flutedt@y and
discoveries of Basarabi type, researched during3-2006,
period during which | was part from the archaeatabi
research staff.

The paper attempts to present this open settlement
from Hallstatt, together with its main componeni¥e

consider useful dealing separately with the congsefxom
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the early stage of Hallstatt and those of Basatgpg,
because we are dealing with two different inhaluitet. We
will present the main elements of inhabitation &mgentory
elements, proposing a typology for the discoverettepy.
The paper includes integrally archaeological malteri
discovered within researched complexes. We do oxsider
as being useful producing statistics of the ceramaterial
according colour, paste, grease remover. At theestme,
because of material fragmentation and subsequent
interventions, that affected the complexes, we di n
consider as beneficial realization of statisticsfasas the

frequency of forms within complexes is concerned.

I. 1. Natural environment

Geographical position and reliefThe Hallstatt

settlement from Alba lulia ,Dealul Furcilor-Mondlitis
placed on the first terrace of the Mures Rivertlunleft side
of the county road DJ 107 A, Alba lulia — P§ali The terrace
is bordered to south-west by the meadow of the ¥uaed
to north and west by the second terrace of the,rivemed
.Dealul Furcilor”. The terrain on which the archémgical
researches were carried out was wholly destinedhan
modern period to the agricultural labours and tkbefr
presented a mild slope descending from north tosvaodith,

with a more pronounced inclination in the crossmga
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between the two terraces, area where ground watgoser
from the surface of soil and where more activerg@iwere
noticed.

The area is part from from the Alba lulia - Turda
despressionary area, which belongs to the pre-@aapa
area. The region is at the contact between thedioms of
the Tras&u Mountains and Transylvania Plateau. It is
marked by the wide valley of the Mures River, whicices

it the main morphological characteristics.

I. 2. Overview of the researches

Within specialized literature, the settlement from
Alba lulia ,Dealul Furcilor - Monolit” was not know until
the rescue archaeological researches began in 20QBe
same time, only a small part of the results of the
archaeological researches were scientifically vadol until
this moment. We think that the realization of armiew of
the researches on Hallstat in the intra-Carpattéa avould
only lead to remembering some aspects already sfsdu
within specialized literature.

Throughout researches from 2004, a surface of
approximately 8 ha was probed, with stratigrapbittisns of
20x1,5m. These sections revealed two differentaans
from stratigraphic point of view and some areasaswhich

anthropical evidence is missing. Complexes idesdifi
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following the probe sections concentrated in tweaar We
mention that throughout the paper we will referyotd the
surface of 8 ha, it being divided into two sect@astern and
western).

During the four campaigns of rescue archaeological
researches there were made on the whole 200 s&ctidn
excavation areas and 59 ditcheBhroughout the four
campaigns of rescue archaeological researches there
discovered complexes belonging to Early Bronze, di&d
Bronze, Late Bronze, Hallstat, Roman period andopeof

migrations.

. DISCOVERIES BELONGING TO THE
COMPLEX WITH GAVA TYPE BLACK FLUTED
POTTERY

Il. 1. Habitation elements

In this sub-chapter we wish to present the main
elements related to the specific of the settlenfiemh Alba
lulia ,Dealul Furcilor - Monolit” noticed throughaicarried
out archaeological researches and similarities wither
settlements from this period in the intra-Carpatitiea. 15
dwellings (14 sunken and one of surface), 47 fomdage

pits/garbage pits, seven cult pits, a hearth apdsaible cult



place (?) have been discovered within archaeolbgica
researches from Alba lulia ,Dealul Furcilor - Moitofrom
2003-2006.

We must mention that the anthropical deposits &re o
small dimensions, in the greatest part of the rebed area.
More consistent anthropical deposits were notiady at the
base of the slope which descends from the ,Dealutitor”
plateau, area in which settlements from the Bropeeod
develop in the western sector. In the settlemekéntanto
consideration was not noticed a layer of culturdjctv to
may be attributed to this period, complexes beimgtaured
in a black soil or in the sterile yellow soil. Cenia materials
which may be attributed to discoveries of Gava tyypme
encountered also in this black soil, but the nundieeramic
fragments is quite reduced.

II. 1. a)Dwellings:

Thoroughout researches from 2003-2006, only one
surface dwelling was discovered, aproximately cordd
according to dispersion of archaeological mateBatensive
researches carried out in the fortified settleniesrh Teleac
reached to the conclusion that surface dwellingpeap
sporadically beginning with the second level ofabitation,
level in which were discovered only two such dwsgs,
however their number increasing in the third lewdigre six

dwellings were discovered.



14 dwellings with sunken or semi-sunken pit were
discovered throughout researches. A variation wfedisions
was noticed within sunken dwellings. Thus, the $esal
dwelling is L12 (C107/S074) which has a surfacemf 5,3
n, the biggest dwelling is L5 (C60/S041J) with aface of
29,5 nf. Sunken dwellings discovered throughout researches
from Alba lulia are of oval shape. Only in two csse
dwelling L1 (C21) from section S012 and L10 (C8f)nt
surface Sp02, rests from interior hearths werecadti

II. 1. b) Other facilities

Within this category we include food storage
pits/garbage pits, ritual pits, hearth and a pdssitult
building discovered during the four campaigns ofcre
archaeological researches from Alba lulia. Outhef total of
47 pits, which on the basis of the discovered nwtepuld
be framed within the early stage of Hallstatt, 3@aynbe
considered food stoarage pits, which after thedmalonment
could have been used as garbage pits.

In interpretation of ritual pits we apply the way o
approaching pits proposed in the monography of site
from Teleac. Thus we have two categories: a) pith w
offerings and b) pits with deposits of childreniseletons.
Different offerings were laid in ritual pits. In reibcases there
have been discovered deposits of vessels, onlgasewhen

ceramic material was not laid being noticed.
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Throughout researches there has been discovered a
pit where a human skeleton was laid next to a skile
walls and buttom of the pit were covered up witblzal Pits
with deposits of human bones are mentioned in tivthe
sites in which were discovered archaeological maser
belonging to Hallstatt: in the fortified settlemdrdm Teleac
and in Baciu.

Il. 1. c) Considerations on the habitation

The relatively small number of surface complexes
discovered throughout archaeological researches #003-
2006, hearths or dwellings, is to be connected with
subsequent habitations from this area (we mentiere h
habitations from the Roman and post-Roman period).
Another factor which explains the small number offace
complexes discovered is practicing of agriculture the
modern period, in this area.

A first area of inhabitation is noticed in the east
area of the researched surface. There have beeoveied
complexes in the sections S038A, S038B, S041A, 13041
S0411, S041J, S043, S043A, S044, S044D, withouhgbei
discovered a culture level to be related to thisalitation.
There have been researched here four dwellingspfosiaface
and three sunken, a cult building (?) and 12 pits.

The second area of habitation is concentrated en th

western area of the terrace, in the area of sec&058, S060,
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S082, S084, Sp06, S104, Sp03, Sp04, Sp09, Spld, SAWO,
without being discovered a culture layer to beteelao this
inhabitation. There have been discovered in tlda 4d sunken

dwellings, 35 pits, seven ritual pits and an eatédrearth.

Il. 2. Pottery

Archaeological researches from Alba lulia ,Dealul
Furcilor — Monolit” site led to identification of bmndant
ceramic material which belongs to discoveries ofa&pe.
The three main types of pottery are: fine pottegmi-fine
pottery and rough pottery.

Il. 2. a) Typology of pottery

When analyzing pottery from Alba lulia ,Dealul
Furcilor — Monolit” site people had taken into ciuesation
typological framings made for the Gava materialnfro
Transylvania, from the fortified settlements froraldac and
Medias and for discoveries from Moldavia those from
Granicesti. Within pottery from analysed site theaee been
discovered the main forms from the pottery repestaf
Gava discoveries from Transylvania.

II. 2. b) Decoration of pottery

When analyzing decoration of pottery people had
taken into consideration the model proposed fotepptrom

the fortified settlement from Teleac, model that swa
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subsequently used also at approaching ornamerpsttery
from the fortified settlement from Medias.

Within pottery belonging to Gava discoveries, from
Alba lulia ,Dealul Furcilor —Monolit” site, there have
been discovered the main decorative elements froen t
pottery repertoire of Gava discoveries. The priacip
decorative element is the flute, used for deconataf
majority of shapes. Within the pottery repertoi@nf the site
there have also been noticed vessels or cerangenémats
decorated with incised ornaments, but their nunibeyuite

reduced by comparison with fluted pottery.

Il. 3. Bone, horn, burnt clay and stone artefacts

On the occasion of researches from Alba Iulia
,Dealul Furcilor - Monolit”, from 2003-2006, in the
complexes of Gava type, different artefacts weseaiered,
which will be presented according the material taey made
of. We underline that we won't have in mind piedesm
outside complexes, they could belonging to angleeiod.

A cudgel, a knife handle made of bone were
discovered. A sceptre is made of horn. Tools ueegdttery
decoration, a discus, fire dogs, balls, whorls,glvts, small
wheels of miniature cart, anthropomorphous and zwphic
statuettes were made of burnt clay. The polishinges and

whetstones are made of stone.
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II. 4. Metal artefacts

Only bronze pieces were discovered throughout
researches from 2003-2006. Inside complexes were
discovered: bitronconical pins, simple pins, a riagd a
fragment from a bracelet (?), a compact and a fesgany
Celt being discovered in the layer.

From the point of view of the shape, Celts are &#dm
within Fizesul Gherlii-Sangiorgiu de #lure series, dating
from HaB2, where it finds analogies, in depositsrirFizeul
Gherlii II.

Il. 5. Chronological considerations

To establish chronology of early Hallstattian
discoveries from Alba lulia ,Dealul Furcilor — Mol we
appeal to chronological division proposed for tloetified
settlement from Teleac, where three levels of iith&bn
were attested. Throughout the four campaigns otuees
archaeological research there have been discovered
complexes from Hallstatt, which in the actual phatéhe
researches indicate two distinct areas of inhabitat

Theeastern areaf inhabitation, represented by four
dwellings, one of surface and three sunken, abeultling (?)

and 12 pits, researched through campaigns from-2008,
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is to be framed throughout Ha B2, most likely at it
beginning. We specify that inhabitation in thisaamecupies
a short period of time. We consider this dating nisey
extended for all complexes researched in the anaten.

Thewestern areaf inhabitation develops in the area
mostly inhabited from the site. There have beegodisred
complexes from Early, Middle and Late Bronze, blgoa
complexes belonging to inhabitation of Basarabefygnly to
mention the pre-historic complexes. In this areathiw
researched complexes there have been noticednwvititiery
inventory, elements that indicate the existence aof
inhabitation that is earliest by comparison withttfrom the
eastern side.

Ceramic material from complexes discovered in the
western area of inhabitation indicate a differeatirdy of
complexes from this area. Thus, the earliest disges are
those from dwellings L7, L8, L10, L13 and L14 ant8515
(C68), G18 (C80), G43(C184) and from ritual pits3Gr
(C90), Gr6 (C168), which contain elements that léada
datation from the beginning of Géva penetratiorereh
existing materials which plead for a synchronicirdatwith
Teleac | level, possibly quite previous to it, sevhere
throughout HaA2. Dwellings L11 and L15, by presente
imports from groups with imprinted ceramics andklaxf

some early elements, are to be dated in a synchpmriod
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with the lind level of the settlement from TeleAtthe same
chronologic line with L15 is dated also the Ce#tativered in
surface Spll. In the western area, the oldest eksmae
noticed in the pit from section S076, which by prese of
Basarbi material is synchronously dated with thedtkevel

of the settlement from Teleac.

Taking into consideration the presence in this afea
some complexes which indicate more phases of itdtain
we do not consider beneficial a general datinghoise in
which elements of dating were not discovered. Adddlly,
we must mention that although there appear complexe
which are to be dated beginning with HaA2 and uttié
beginning of HaC, these do not indicate a contisuou
habitation, the absence of the culture layer apdettiremely
small number of ceramic materials discovered ingbié in
which the complexes were contoured indicate a ieans

inhabitation.

[ll. DISCOVERIES OF BASARABI TYPE

[ll. 1. Habitation elements

Eight dwellings (two of surface and six sunken), 17
storage pits / garbage pits and a hearth have diseovered
in the archaeological researches from Alba luliaedl

Furcilor-Monolit" from 2003-2006. In what follows evwill
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make a presentation of complexes depending onategary
they belong to.

Investigations have not revealed a layer of culture
that can be attributed to this period, the compmesee
outlined in a black solil, yellow sterile soil. Ihe black soil
were discovered complexes and materials from other
historical periods, such as those of Gava flutettepp
Roman and post-Roman period. Pottery attributalde t
Basarabi discoveries were found in this layer,tbatnumber

of fragments is quite small.

. 1. a) Dwellings
The researches from 2003-2006 unearthed eight

dwellings, two of surface and six sunken. Surfaeeltings
were delineated based on archaeological matesakdsion,
due to which the shape and size cannot be spediigictype
housing area, found in Alba lulia " Dealul Furcildionolit "
ranges from 4.4 m(L17) (C91/S069), and 8 mM(L22)
(C151/S105). Sunken dwellings, discovered in
archaeological researches from Alba lulia " De&lufcilor-
Monolit ", are oval shaped with rounded cornersyitng the
hole, generally well steeped in the ground. Initherior was
not observed the existence of clay flooring or pfiaeilities
that can be considered as evidence in determihi¢evel of

walking within the complex.
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lll. 1. b) Other facilities

In this category we include the food storage pits
garbage pits and the hearth found in the four cégnpaof
rescue archaeological research from Alba lulia.

A number of 17 pits have been discovered in the
researches from Alba lulia "Dealul Furcilor-Monblirom
2003-2006. Out of the total pits studied, 13 weyentl to
have bell-shape and only four tronconical wallssidgle pit,
investigated in the 2005 campaign, G51 (C109/S0fa},
traces of burning on the walls. The archaeologieakarch
uncovered a single hearth belonging to the Basarabi
habitation.

. 1. c)_Considerations on the habitation

A few surface complexes were discovered in the
researches from 2003-2006. Inhabitation in subs#que
periods may justify, somewhat, the small number of
complexes belonging to this Hallstattian periodhtioGava
black fluted pottery type and Basarabi discovelliesk of a
culture layer and the small humber of complexegatet],
indicates, in the current state of research, a tdbon
Basarabi inhabitation at Alba lulia "Dealul FureHo
Monolit”.

The Basarabi inhabitation from Alba lulia "Dealul

Furcilor-Monolit” is placed at the base of the sofhat
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descends from the second terrace of the river Miodbe
center of the terrace investigated. Settlementtdirare set
according to the dispersion of complexes and tkseaurce of
specific materials within the layer, where also evéound

complexes from other historical periods.

lll. 2. Pottery

Archaeological researches from the site of Alba "
Dealul Furcilor-Monolit " have identified ceramicaterial
belonging to Basarabi type discoveries. A firstea$gthat we
have in mind is the quality of ceramic paste, degirey
agents used, how the clay was prepared, polishmd) a
burning. We can distinguish three basic categoriew
pottery, semi-fine pottery and rough pottery.

. 2. a) Typology of pottery

In the analysis of ceramic material were takemw int
account typological datings that were made forriserial
of Basarabi type from Transylvania. Typological
classification of ceramic material found in thetlsetent of
Alba "Dealul Furcilor-Monolit" has however suffereldie to
fragmentary state of mostly found material.

lll. 2. b) Decoration of pottery

The analysis of ceramic ornamentation took into
consideration the model proposed by H. Ciugudeathat

publication of Basarabi type ceramic material digsed in
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south - western Transylvania and then accepted. thyréuiu
when publishing the Basarabi type ceramic matefrian
Bernadea.

Within the ceramic of Basarabi type from Alba lulia
"Dealul Furcilor-Monolit" we can find the main deative
elements from decorative repertoire of Basarale fypttery.
Most frequently used ornaments are embossed dewgrat
represented by: grooves, belts and applied propstiwhich
appear on all types of vessels found. The main rdéve
element is the groove, which can occur alone orbtoed
with other decorative embossed elements, engraved o
incised. Ceramic fragments were found and decorated
engraved and incision technique, but they are snmall

number compared with the rest of pottery.

lll. 3. Bone, horn, burnt clay, stone and metal
artefacts

In archaeological research, undertaken in 200%200
in the archaeological complexes with Basarabi tyyagerial,
was observed a small number of artefacts in theptaras.
This observation relates to both those from thandjvarea
and the pits. Given the small number of artefattsavered
there will be no division in categories, but welwihly stick

to their presentation. A horn pendant, a sandstmre, a

19



bronze pin and an iron spearhead were discoveretthein

complexes.

lll. 4. Chronological considerations

In determining the chronology of the discoveriés o
Basarabi type from Alba "Dealul Furcilor-Monolit"turned
to the tripartite scheme of evolution of these ifmgd,
proposed by M. Guma. For Banat the three chroncébgi
phases have the following limits: the early phaséhe first
half of the VIlith century BC.; middle phase betwethe
second half of the VIlith century and the mid oé tilith
century BC.; the late phase in the second halhef\IIth
century BC. Research shows that the ceramic mhferds
its best analogies in the discoveries from the feiddage
from Banat and Transylvania.

Given the pottery findings within the complexds t
Basarabi settlement from Alba Iulia "Dealul Furcilo
Monolit" is classified chronologically in the seabphase of
development, at a subsequent time to discoverms the
middle phase of Aiud "Cetatuie". Thus, the settlptrie to
be dated in the second half of the middle phasegadere
in the mid Vlith century BC. Also, it must be mearied that
the end of settlement is to be assumed, given thiermals
found in the 2003-2006 campaigns, at a time betbee
beginning of the settlement from Vintu de Jos "igpas
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satului”. There is, however, some early evidenesghsas
simple incised triangles, indicating the existemteearlier

elements in the settlement.

IV. GENERAL CHRONOLOGICAL AND
HISTORICAL CONCLUSIONS

The open settlement belonging to early Hallstattia
inhabitation from Alba lulia ,,Dealul Furcilor — Maht” is
placed at a relatively small distance, approxinya®&8 km,
from the great fortified settlement from Teleac. nién
communities which occupied this territory were elys
connected with the inhabitants of the above megation
fortification. The first terrace of the River Mureplaced
south-west from Alba Iulia town offered beneficial
conditions for inhabitation, including both agrituhbl
terrains, and pastures or fishing areas, all gthaearby the
settlement.

Inhabitations, both that from the early phase duad t
belonging to discoveries of Basarabi type, are open
inhabitations. Stratigraphically was noticed theseaite of
culture layer which to may be attributed to theror Ehe
inhabitation belonging to discoveries of Gava tjipere was
noticed an evolution along horizontal within theesi

We mention that accentuation of the two distinct

areas of inhabitation belonging to discoveries fittin Early
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Hallstart illustrate a transient inhabitation inveml stages.

In the eastern area countoured complexes contaamie
materials that lead to a chronological dating frahe
beginning of phase HaB2. The chronological sequence
rendered by these complexes is quite short aneésmonds,
probably, to the average duration of using a surmkegiling.

In the western area of inhabitation there have been
unearthed complexes in which were discovered elesribat
plead for an earliest dating, but also complexeserah
elements that lead to a later dating were encoeahter
Ceramic material from this area leads to a datihghe
inhabitation throughout HaA2. A subsequent phasgivien
by the complexes in which imports from the enviremnof
imprinted pottery were discovered, and which leadat
chronological period synchronous with the levelebel Il.
We wish to draw attention that by comparison wikle t
eastern area, in these complexes does not appeaermic
fragment to include early elements. This fact deiees us
assume that these are dated subsequently to thbitation
from the eastern area. The last elements of thex @éttery,
from within the site, are noticed in the pit froecton S076,
where Basarabi pottery appears next to local potter
Elements to lead to a dating from early phase hHabeen
noticed within the Basarabi pottery inventory frothe
complex, thus the pit can be dated at the beginoiint¢aC.
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As far as Basarabi inhabitation from Alba Iulia
,Dealul Furcilor - Monolit” is concerned we mentidhat
this only concentrates in the western area of ¢hewte and
contains elements that lead towards a datation froddle
phase of development, somewhere towards the midfle
HaC phase. Due to very poor presence of black-oetny
within Basarabi complexes, we consider, that in dlotual
phase of the researches, Gava inhabitation is not
simultaneous chronologically with that Basarabi.tiwiut
processing materials resulted from the other cagmsanf
excavation, extending these conclusions for theleviste
cannot be justified.

Analysing the ceramic material belonging to the
complex with Gava type black fluted pottery, fromedlings
and researched pits, there were noticed elemenishwh
indicate an inhabitation which occupies short saqas from
the early phase of Hallstatt. For Basarabi inh#ibitafrom
within the site, pottery from complexes indicates a
inhabitation which is to be dated towards the ehdhe
middle phase of the culture. We consider that imgortance
of the site consists mainly in the existence ofyealements,

both as shapes and decorations, within Gava pottery
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