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The present dissertation paper attempts to synthesize the 

work of one of the most polygrapfic Romanian writers of 

Spanish exile, namely professor George Uscătescu, prominent 

figure of the Spanish cultural background as of the second half 

of the 20th century. 

The architecture of the paper lies upon eight chapters, 

complemented by the preamble, the conclusions, the inclusive 

bibliography and the appendices.  

 

PREAMBLE 

The introductory body sets forth the main phases of 

Romanian exile of the 20th century, as outlined by the Romanian 

histories of literature: the first exile wave crossed the borders in 

the 40’s-50’s (including George Uscătescu), the second in the 

60’s-70’s, whereas the next ensued in the 80’s. I haven’t laid 

particular emphasis on the semantic differences among diaspora, 

exile and emigration, as it is currently a topic open to debate, 

opting, within the economy of this paper, for the term “exile”.  
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Whereas the majority of the intellectuals steered their 

course towards European countries (with propensity for France, 

Germany, Italy and Spain) during the first wave, the exodus 

shifted towards the United States of America during the following 

phases. Wherever they ended and established, they had to confront 

various obstacles and impediments, primarily pertaining to the 

adjustment to a new reality and climate, thoroughly different 

from what they left home, secondarily to the language of the 

respective country. Those who achieved utter acclimation could 

work their way towards a professional status, bearing in mind 

that many of the exiled Romanians inscribed their names upon the 

universal cultural patrimony (Mircea Eliade, Eugen Ionesco). 

From the very onset of the exile period, the Romanians from 

Spain benefited from a privileged situation, as part of them 

were on diplomatic missions in the country at the outbreak of the 

World War II. By its ending, in anticipation of the precarious 

juncture Romania was to confront, they decided not to return 

home, despite being repeatedly approached by the Romanian 

authorities and requested to return. Such was the case of poet 

Aron Cotruş, press attaché under the Romanian Legation in 

Madrid; Alexandru Busuioceanu was an academic in Madrid, 

Aurel Răuţă, at Salamanca, Cirilo Popovici, at Granada and 
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Alexandru Ciorănescu, in the Canary Islands, at the University 

of La Laguna. 

I laid particular stress on the Romanian exile in Spain and 

the countries of Latin America, highlighting its contribution to the 

preservation and elevation of the Romanian language and culture 

within these countries. Through outstanding financial efforts and 

subscriptions, a series of Romanian journals were published in 

Spain (“Carpaţii”, “Destin”, “Fapta”, “Libertatea românească”, 

“Ţara şi exilul”), in Mexico (“Drum”), Argentina (“Cuget 

românesc” and “Pământul strămoşesc”); Romanian publishing 

houses were set-up: (“Carpaţii”, “Destin” and “Dacia”, in Madrid; 

“Cartea Pribegiei” and “Meşterul Manole”, in Buenos Aires)  

as well as cultural associations (“Fundaţia Culturală Română”, 

Madrid; “Asociaţia Culturală Hispano-Română”, Salamanca; 

“Asociaţia Enciclopedică Română”, Ciudad de México), with the 

declared purpose to carry on the Romanian tradition, however 

aloof from the country they may have been. It is a matter of 

course that all the exiled culture people longed for their return 

home, this yearning being the very mobile which helped them 

outgrow the problems there occurred in their adoptive countries; 

yet, years passed by, abeyance lengthened and lengthened, and 

plenty of them departed this life afar from home, without achieving 
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their long-life dream of returning to their native heaths. Those who 

survived the events of 1989 were able to revisit their home lands, 

even though for short whiles, but did not establish there for the rest 

of their lives. Others managed to return to the country during the 

communist regime, for brief visits, which generated much anxiety 

within the Romanian communities abroad, as they (including 

George Uscătescu) were presently labeled as collaborators of 

the ongoing regime.  

The unanimous opinion of the historians and literary critics is 

that the literature of the Romanian exile is part of the Romanian 

literary patrimony, as it produced and published, during the 

communist regime of Romania, masterpieces of outstanding value, 

not subjected to the drastic censorship practiced as country policy.  

 

I. BIOGRAFIC PERIPLUS and II. THE ACADEMIC 

The ensuing two chapters of the paper set forth details on the 

life and academic activity of the professor and man of culture 

George Uscătescu. He was born on May 5th, 1919, in Curteana - 

Creţeşti, the County of Gorj, as the third offspring of Cornelia and 

Vasile Uscătescu. As his father was a school teacher, the intellectual 

background of their home constituted a natural creed for the 



 

 12

vocation and inclination to study proved by the eight child of 

the family. He attended primary and middle school in his native 

village, completing his secondary studies at “Tudor Vladimirescu” 

High School of Târgu Jiu, where he promoted the school-leaving 

examination first, all throughout the land of Oltenia. 

During 1937 and 1940, he attended simultaneously the courses 

of two faculties: the Letters and Philosophy Faculty and the 

Law Faculty of the University of Bucharest. His literary debut 

occurred in “Tinereţea” journal, in 1939. Upon the suggestion 

of Nicolae Iorga, he set out for Italy with a scholarship in 1940, 

turned to account in 1941, when he was conferred the PhD title 

in Letters at Rome, whereas two years later, he was granted the 

same in Law. He was the apprentice of the Italian Philosopher 

Giovanni Gentile, who left his mark throughout the entire activity 

of George Uscătescu. 

In May 1943, George Uscătescu set out for Spain and 

established in Madrid, where in 1950 he spoused Consuelo 

Rubio, a Spanish soprano of worldwide reknown (1928-1981), 

yet enjoyed no descendants. Consuelo was rated very highly by 

the critique of the time for the outstanding voice qualities she 

displayed while performing opera airs, for her stage performance, 

as well as the demureness of her vocal skills and accomplished 
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diction, wherefore she picked up easily on the Romanian language 

and, according to his spouse’s statements from various interviews, 

she registered a strong Gorj-ean accent. 

The destiny of the pair bore a great resemblance, as both of 

them became better reputed in other countries than their native 

ones. Beginning with 1955, George Uscătescu was granted 

Spanish citizenship on objective grounds, yet he professed his 

Romanian appurtenance proudly, wherever he was invited and 

introduced himself. 

Upon his very arrival in Spain he became collaborator, and 

consequently member of the Superior Council of Scientific 

Research (Madrid). He picked up the Spanish language quickly, 

the book of his heart being Miguel de Unamuno’s novel, The 

life of Don Quijote and Sancho. He made a name for himself 

within the literary Spanish world rather soon, being held in high 

regard by his collaborators and students. Beginning with 1947, 

he delivered a course on the European states at the Faculty of 

Political Science of Madrid. In 1953 he was granted tenure at 

the Chair of Philosophy of culture and Esthetics of the famous 

and prestigious Complutense University of Madrid, where he 

held philosophy and esthetics classes. Several years later, in 1957, 

he delivered a course on Romanic philology at the University of 
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Barcelona. Between 1946 and 1981 he lectured at the University 

of Santander, whereas within the period of 1960-1970 he was 

in charge of the Department for Contemporary Affairs of this 

university. 

As of 1971, he became tenurial at the Philosophy of Culture, 

Esthetics and Arts Department of the Madrilenian University, and 

president of the department subsequently, following in title the 

Spanish philosopher Eugenio D`Ors; his academic performance 

at the University of Complutense extended over a period of 

almost four decades (1950-1986). He was submitted invitations at 

universities all over the world (Rome, Buenos Aires, Strasbourg, 

Paris, Florence, Palermo and Modena, to list some of them). The 

students who attended his lectures benefited form the opportunity 

to learn about the defining facets of the Romanian culture, 

Eminescu and Brancusi lying permanently at the heart of his 

academic speech. 

He contributed essays, articles and reviews to cultural newspapers 

and journals from Spain (“Cuadernos Hispanoamericanos”, “ABC”, 

“Revista de Estudios Políticos”, “Revista de filosofía”, “La 

Vanguardia”) and around the world (“Orizonturi”, Stuttgart; 

“Buletinul Bibliotecii Române” from Freiburg; “Caete de dor” 

and “Fiinţa românească, Paris; “Cuvântul din exil” and “Revista 
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Scriitorilor Români, München; “Filosofia Oggi”, Rome), whereas 

several of his articles and books were translated and published 

in Romania during the communist ruling, within „Revista de 

istorie şi teorie literară” and Eminescu publishing house. 

Furthermore, he was the founder of the journal and publishing 

house “Destin”, one of the most longeval cultural Romanian 

reviews of exile, which was issued on a ongoing bases for 20 

years (1951-1972), and which enjoyed the collaboration of an 

impressive number of exiled Romanian intellectuals, among whom 

we list: Mircea Eliade, Vintilă Horia, Horia Stamatu, Ştefan 

Baciu, Nicu Caranica, Pamfil Şeicaru, Basil Munteanu, Monica 

Lovinescu, Virgil Ierunca, Ştefan Lupaşcu, Alexandru Busuioceanu, 

Paul Miron, Aurel Răuţă, Grigore Cugler, N. I. Herescu, Alexandru 

Ciorănescu. The most part of Mircea Eliade’s work was published 

within “Destin”, prior to being absorbed and published in the 

country, aspect not mentioned in any of the issues published in 

Romania. On these lines, moral remedy is prerequisite for the 

contribution of George Uscătescu for the promotion of Mircea 

Eliade’s work. 

Professor Uscătescu’s research activity, collected in numerous 

volumes, was gratified with many awards, among which we’d 

like to make mention of: in 1957 he was bestowed the Award of 
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the Latin Union (for the volume La mort de l`Europe) in Paris; 

in 1964, he was awarded another prestigious title, the Prize of 

European Unity (for the work Europa ausente); thereafter, he was 

conferred two important awards in Spain: in 1970, the National 

Literary Award of Spain “Menéndez Pelayo” at Madrid (for 

Erasmo monography), whereas in 1987, he was awarded the 

Júcar honor, at Cuenca (for the anthology of poetry in the 

Spanish language, Anábasis). 

He was a member of manifold philosophical and cultural 

associations, of the editorial boards of prestigious philosophy 

reviews, certifying the genuine appreciation he enjoyed throughout 

his entire life. The most dignifying title he has ever held was 

that of chairman of Iberoamericane Society of Philosophy. 

On September 10th 1991, he was elected honorary member 

of the Romanian Academy, a milepost throughout his activity, 

token that he hadn’t been forgotten in Romania, yet appreciated 

for his exceptional exile activity on the defense and preservation 

of the Romanian cause. Other valuable distinctions ensued within 

the country: on July 2nd 1992, he was conferred the Honoris Causa 

title of Cluj-Napoca „Babeş-Bolyai” University. Moreover, he was 

distinguished with the Grand Prize of „Lucian Blaga” International 

Festival. The same year brought upon him the title of Doctor 
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Honoris Causa, bestowed by „Alexandru Ioan Cuza” University 

of Iasi. He passed away on May 11th 1995, in Madrid. 

 

III. THE POET 

Within this chapter, I submitted a detailed analysis of the 

poetry signed by George Uscătescu, influenced by the works of 

Eminescu, Blaga and Barbu. He published his first poetry volume 

rather late, in the 70’s, all his poems being written exclusively 

in Romanian, the language of his native lands, which was able, 

according to all his interviews, to synthesize best his thoughts, 

feelings and inner turmoil caused by homesickness. 

Within the publishing house he coordinated, he produced six 

poetry volumes: Thanatos (1970), ridden by the motif of death; 

Dărâmat Ilion (1972), structured upon the motifs of country - 

citadel; Melc sideral (1974), built around the theme of fate of 

the exiled; Memoria pădurii (1977), which versified, on the one 

hand, the yearning and homesickness, and the qualm against 

the passage of time, on the other hand; Millenarium (1980), 

upon the utopia of 2000 and, recurrently, the theme of time; 

Autobiografie (1985), a possible biography of the author, abounding 

in reminiscences of childhood and adolescence, in the attempt 
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to diminish the devastating effects of time upon memory. In 

1981, an anthology of George Uscătescu’s poems was issued in 

Bucharest, as well as one in Spanish in 1991, entitled Poemas de 

la Tierra Perdida, with the translation submitted by the author 

himself. 

The preferential themes professed by George Uscătescu’s 

poetry are: the duality life-death, exile, love, apocalypse, nature, 

loneliness. Furthermore, for the definition of his ideas, the 

author appeals to mythical and biblical elements and characters 

(Icarus, Sisif) and (Jesus, Lazarus) respectively. His poetry conveys 

ideas of metaphysical, elegiac, nostalgic, contemplative nature, 

framed by Professor Mircea Popa under the poetry of the 70’s 

produced in Romania 

 

IV. THE ESSAYIST 

The forth chapter of the dissertation paper sets forth the far-

reaching essayistic activity submitted by George Uscătescu, 

absorbed by thousands of studies and articles published on the 

most diverse topics. Along with the editorial essays published 

with each issue of “Destin”, I also highlighted other essential 

works, grouped thematically. 
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The thousands of essays George Uscătescu signed and 

published are the bearing of his arduous research activity, 

prodigal imagination and manifold preoccupations. With a 

mind to the promotion of the Romanian culture outland, he laid 

at the core of his works, dissertations and lectures, essential 

personalities of the Romanian land: Eminescu, Enescu, Blaga, 

Brancusi, Noica, as he was raised and brought up in appreciation 

of these cultural Romanian values. He often related his own 

ideas to those forwarded by grand names of the universal 

patrimony, such as Heidegger, Gentile, Cervantes, Unamuno, 

Ortega y Gasset. His passion for arts betrays particular admiration 

for the Spanish painting (especially Velázquez, Goya and 

Picasso), as well as for Spanish music (primarily Manuel de 

Falla, whose creation he most often sets beside that of George 

Enescu and Béla Bartók). 

Among the recurrent themes of these essays, we make 

mention of: the Romanian culture (Prezenţa lui George Enescu 

în cultura noastră; Actualitatea lui Eminescu; Caracterele 

culturii româneşti; Universalitatea culturii româneşti; Constantin 

Noica un profil în curaj şi în timp; Liviu Rebreanu - expresie a 

instinctului naţional; Nicolae Titulescu: dinamica păcii); the 

universal culture (Cristofor Columb, acum; San Francisco, 
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transfiguracuón poética; Pirandello y la reinvención del teatro; 

Centenario de Ezra Pound); the poetic language (Lenguaje 

poético y musical en García Lorca; Nuevos aspectuos de la 

fenomenología del lenguaje); sub-culture and kitsch (Espectáculo, 

juego y magia); Romania’s history (Problema statului româ-

nesc; Perspectiva Unirii; Transilvania); nation and nationalism 

(Fenomenul naţionalist); universal history (Pentru o teorie  

a revoluţiei); bolshevism and communism (Sensul libertăţii; 

Problema omului în lumea sovietică); the situation of the 

Romanian exiled elites (Revolta elitelor); the European Union 

(Integrarea politică şi culturală a Europei de Est; Făuritori ai 

spiritului european; A gândi Europa: lumini şi umbre); politics 

(El poder: del narcisismo a la violencia); exile (Nou itinerar; 

Cultură şi libertate; Este posibilă întoarcerea?; El tiempo de 

Ulises); technique and technology (Tehnică şi Utopie); freedom 

(Nemesis şi libertate). 

Other recurrent themes, not particularized within the 

economy of the paper, are: the tradition of the past, the crisis of 

contemporaneity, the doubtful future, the conflict and crises of 

humanities, the gap between generations, the actuality and 

ageless of the ideas forwarded by Seneca or Erasmus. 
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V. CIVILISATION AND CULTURE 

Chapter V carries forth two of his works on the theme  

of culture: a historical compendium of the universal culture 

(Breviario de cultura) and a synthesis of the ascent of the idea 

of culture throughout the centuries (Ontologia culturii). 

 

VI. RELATIONS WITH ROMANIA 

Within the ensuing chapter of the paper, I laid weight upon 

two consequential volumes signed by George Uscătescu in 

Spanish, at the outset of the 50’s: the former, on Romanian 

history (Rumanía. Pueblo. Historia. Cultura), and the latter, on 

the Hispanic-Romanian relations (Relaciones culturales hispano - 

rumanas). The aforementioned studies, not yet translated into 

Romanian, were published with the view of presenting the 

foreigners, particularly those conversant with the Spanish 

language, a bird’s eye view upon the history of our country 

from its beginning until the mid of the 20th century, as well as a 

chronology of the cultural relations between Spain and Romania, 

which were enhanced as of the second half of the 19th century. 

The itinerancies made by George Uscătescu in Romania, in 

1968, 1970 and post 1989, are also given account of within this 
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chapter. The first one-day visit, extremely brief, took place 

against the background of the Czechoslovak events of 1968, 

making it impossible for Uscătescu to stay longer under such 

circumstances. The ensuing visit, in the company of Consuelo, 

was charged with powerful emotions, as he managed to see his 

house and family after many years and collect his thoughts at 

the resting place of his parents. Following the Revolution of 

1989, he traveled to Romania several times, with the occasion 

of various awards and academic titles he was conferred upon. 

His greatest sorrow remained that Oltenia hadn’t paid him the 

due respect, as the Universities of Cluj-Napoca and Iasi had. 

 

VII. SNIPPETS OF PUBLISHED CORRESPONDENCE 

Over the course of this chapter, I reproduced several epistles 

of George Uscătescu’s correspondence with professors Ovidiu 

Drimba, Grigore Nandriş and Mihai Drăgan, either him calling 

on their collaboration to his journal, either them issuing requests 

of volumes signed by him, so as to insert them in their personal 

libraries. They also give an accurate account on the keen activity 

George Uscătescu carried out as invitee to many conferences, 

particularly throughout Europe. 
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VIII. VARIA 

The last chapter of the dissertation paper includes a 

selection of several valuable works of George Uscătescu, of an 

extremely various problematic, some of these volumes awarded 

at international level: Proces umanismului, throughout which 

the author ponders upon the human destiny and its spiritual 

values; De Maquiavelo a la razón de Estado, a history of the 

political theory, as outlined by the works of Machiavelli, 

Dante, Guicciardini; Europa, utopia noastră, a history of the 

European Union; Luceafărul, la un centenar, dramatic poem 

written on the commemoration of a centenary from the death of 

Mihai Eminescu; Le centenarire de Mihai Eminescu. Poète 

national roumain, a valuable synthesis piece on the work of 

Mihai Eminescu; Europa absentă, giving an accurate account of 

the situation of the Eastern European states under the communist 

regime, via which the author expresses his hope that these 

states shall become members of the European Union in the 

future (most of them have already became part of it, whereas 

others are waiting for their affiliation); Erasmus, a monography 

of the Dutch humanist; Rebelión de las minorías, in which he 

foresees the salvage of Europe only through the elites and the 

genuine cultural values; Juan Bautista Vico y el mundo histórico, 
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an interpretation of the work and thought of the Italian philosopher; 

Escatología e historia, a philosophy of history; Utopía y plenitud 

histórica, a synthesis of the concept of utopia from Antiquity till 

the modern philosophers; Séneca, nuestro contemporáneo, a 

monography of the Romanian philosopher; Aventura de la libertad, 

accounting for the drama of the exiled; Fronteras del silencio, 

in which he builds a parallelism between the Romanian and the 

universal cultures; Teatro occidental contemporáneo, a panorama 

of the 20th century theater, structured on the binomial theatre-

antitheatre; Supervivencia de la literatura y del arte, encompassing 

a series of essays on theatre, music, philosophy, politics, 

culture; Aporías del estructuralismo, a history of structuralism; 

Conversaciones actuales, which binds together the essays 

published within the Spanish newspaper “ABC” (1969-1970), 

on topics such as history, politics, art, culture and science.  

 

INCLUSIVE BIOGRAPHY and APPENDICES 

The inclusive biography (incorporating the author’s works 

consulted to the purpose of developing this thesis and the critical 

references - books, studies, articles and interviews), as well as the 

appendices, conclude the present paper; the appendices encompass, 
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selectively, the titles of the volumes and essays published by 

George Uscătescu in Romanian and Spanish (it is worth mentioning 

that he published over 100 volumes and approximately 6000 

articles, studies and essays in Romanian and foreign languages, 

particularly Spanish, Italian and French), as well as the Resolution 

of the Local Council of Cluj-Napoca of bestowing the title of 

“Honorary Member” of the city in 1992. 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

As a conclusion, we can assert that a series of personalities 

distinguished themselves during the Romanian exile in Spain, 

such as Alexandru Ciorănescu, Vintilă Horia, Alexandru 

Busuioceanu, Aron Cotruş, George Uscătescu, proving thus 

that the Romanians exiled in the Iberian Peninsula constituted 

one of the most fecund Romanian community, judging by the 

writing and academic activity it carried out, as well as journal 

publication, publishing houses and association establishment; 

they could develop under an extremely creative environment, 

genial for cerebration, culture and writing. 

It may safely be said that George Uscătescu asserted himself 

in the field of philosophy and morphology, being held in high 
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regard as an academic and essayist, having produced an ample 

encyclopedic activity on variform topics and themes: from 

culture, esthetics, philosophy and history to politology. He 

proclaimed culture as the only redemption possibility of the 

humanity, capable of riding out the storm of subculture and 

moral decadence. 

George Uscătescu acted as a genuine ambassador of the 

Romanian spirit wherever he carried out his prodigal activity, 

going a long way towards manifold fields of knowledge, 

projecting his existence dually between Romania and Spain, 

between essay and poetry writing, between literature and 

philosophy. His destiny of exile gravitated around the idea and 

endeavors to promote the Romanian spirituality and the values 

thereof across the world. His research work, corroborated with 

the academic activity and the lectures delivered at conferences, 

congresses and symposia, as well as the issuance of “Destin” 

achieved his ideal heartily. It is mandatory that his entire work, 

together with that produced by other Romanian intellectuals 

who lived in exile, be reclaimed by libraries, translated (if 

necessary) and published in Romania so as to replenish the 

panorama of the Romanian culture. 
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