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Ioachim Crăciun – Historian and Bibliologist 

 
One of the rarest cases from Romanian historiography, where the work outruns the name of 

the author in fame, refers to historian and bibliologist from Cluj, Ioachim Crăciun. Paradoxically, 
although Historical Bibliography of Romania represents naturally the first instrument accessed by 
any historical researcher, the personality and the work of its creator are far too little known. That is 
why, within this study, we decided to focus on the main phases from the scientific life and activity, 
until the instauration of the communist regime in Romania, of the person, who was wrongfully 
acknowledged only as founder of the bibliological school from Cluj. 

Therefore, the first part of the thesis is dedicated to a brief anaysis of the subject’s exegesis. 
Thus, within chapter Bibliographic references we attempted to follow chronologically the 
historiographic contributions which focus on scientific directions followed by Ioachim Crăciun. 
Unfortunately, these contributions concerning his life and activity are extremely modest, although 
we are dealing with the person acknowledged to be founder of the bibliological school from Cluj. 
This is why, those who were interested in his work, focused mainly on his bibliographic 
preoccupations, while the historical ones were only rarely and sequentially taken into consideration. 

On the whole, we notice that personality of Ioachim Crăciun did not receive considerable 
attention in Romanian literature, although, maybe only the role of founder of bibliological school 
from Cluj, or historian of Michael the Brave or Romanian old books, would have justified more. 
Appeared during his life, the few studies dedicated to bibliographical activity will continue also 
after his disappearance, this time, they evoking the one who is rightfully considered one of the 
promoters of Romanian bibliological movement. 

In the second chapter, Biographical introspections, we provided an overview of the main 
phases and moments of Ioachim Crăciun’s life. The fact that his whole professional career 
developed throughout two completely different historical periods, determined us to divide this 
chapter into two parts. In the first one, Phases of professional development and self-devotion, we 
reconstituted events that marked Ioachim Crăciun’s life until the instauration of the communist 
regime in Romania. We followed main stages that marked his professional development and 
devotion. 

 Amongst these, the school year 1919-1920, when by his own will repeated the VIIIth grade 
of the Greek-Catholic Gymnasium from Blaj, was a crucial moment for the destiny of the historian 
and bibliologist to be. Ioachim Crăciun took this decision, as he thought that he didn’t acquire 
detailed knowledge of Romanian language. This happened also because he needed a High School 
Graduation Diploma obtained in a public secondary-school, to may continue his higher education. 
At the same time, he chose town Blaj, because here functioned the Romanian secondary-school that 
was closest from his native village, Dârlos. The decision will mark decisively his fate, as here in 
Blaj, he was remarked by Nicolae Iorga, who will personally propose him that at the end of his 
secondary studies to attend the history department of the Faculty of Letters from Bucharest. 

 Accepting this invitation, in the autumn of 1920, when the majority of his colleagues chose 
universities from Cluj, Ioachim Crăciun opted for Bucharest, where he enrolled in the Faculty of 
Letters, History Department. His professors from here were Nicolae Iorga, Vasile Pârvan, Dimitrie 
Onciul and Ioan Ursu, whose courses he studied; during seminaries extremely interesting 
discussions were carried, all these subsequently marking his whole activity. 

 In the unpleasant position of not being able to live by his work, he is lucky that through 
another person from Transylvania, Ioan Lupu, to be hired in a vacant position from Library of 
Romanian Academy. Contact with this environment, where he firstly worked to cataloguing and 
classification of books printed in Greek, but especially meeting with Ioan Bianu and Alexandru 
Sadi-Ionescu will influence decisively in picking bibliography as central field of his future scientific 
preoccupations. This attraction is normal, if we take into consideration that during those years, 
bibliography, as scientific subject, was a central theme of the Romanian academic environment. 
Remarked by Alexandru Lapedatu, he is proposed in the spring of 1924, the position of assistant 
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professor in the Department of Old History of Romanians, which he held at the University from 
Cluj. 

The proposition, accepted finally, came exactly the moment when he prepared to take the 
licensing examination, where he approached at the suggestion of Nicolae Iorga the work of 
Szamosközy, the Hugarian chronicler. Thus, in October 1924 he passed the graduation exam, in 
front of a committee presided by Nicolae Iorga, getting the magna cum laudae academic level of 
distinction. Interesting is that Ioan Ursu, follower of Dimitrie Onciul in the Department of History 
of Romanians from the University of Bucharest, present at the exam as member of the committee, 
offers him also the position of assistant professor in his department.   
He will decline that, opting in favour of Cluj, not without admitting subsequently, that he 
sometimes regretted the decision of leaving the Library of Academy and Bucharest. 

Returned to Cluj, for a while he will function only within the Institute of National History 
as Alexandru Lapedatu was too busy with political functions that he held in Bucharest. Only in 
April 1926, once with return of Lapedatu, will he begin the activity of assistant professor, 
introducing in Cluj the method innovated by Dimitrie Onciul, of holding by himself the seminaries. 
Worth noticing is that arrival of Ioachim Crăciun coincided with the moment in which in the 
university environment from Cluj was addressed the issue of compiling bibliographies following 
branches of sciences, in accordance with occidental scientific requirements. 

Then, obtaining a grant with the support of Alexandru Lapedatu and Ioan Lupaş, he will 
carry out a specialization probationary stage in Paris, between 1926-1927. From this moment on 
for Ioachim Crăciun started training, at the highest level, in the strict bibliological speciality. 
Attending regularly courses from École des Chartes, he would know world famous professors, such 
as Gabriel Henriot, Ernest Coyecque, Henri Stein or Camille Couderc, whose bibliography courses 
and seminaries will exert significant influence upon him. In fact, by these courses he would get 
acquainted with depths of bibliological subjects, respectively the science of keeping archives, 
bibliography and librarianship. 

 Return to Cluj represented an opportunity of transposing in writing everything he learnt in 
Paris. Thus, in the autumn of 1927, he realized three bibliographical works by which he assures 
primacy in as many fields of interest. We refer to Bibliografia la români. O încercare de 
bibliografie a bibliografiilor româneşti (Romanian bibliographies. An attempt of a bibliography of 
Romanian bibliographies), Contributions roumaines à l΄historiographie générale. Étude et 
bibliographie and, bibliography of Romanian historiography for annual volumes from 
Bibliographie Internationale des Sciences Historiques. International Bibliography of Historical 
Sciences, printed in Washington-Paris by International Committe of Historical Sciences, established 
in Geneva, in 1926. This way he began the series of collaborations with prestigious publications of 
international historical bibliography, which continued up to the instauration of the communist 
regime in Romania. 

 From this moment on, his activity was directly connected from the University and Institute 
from Cluj, both marking essential and defining stages of his professional activity. Here he will 
resume obligations generated by the position of assistant professor of Alexandru Lapedatu, in the 
department of Feudal History of Romanians, which he broke between 1925-1926. On this line he 
dealt with gathering and interpretation of Romanian, Hungarian and Saxon historiographical 
sources, but also gathering of some bibliographic materials necessary for documentation of courses 
and semnaries. 

 In parallel, he began preparing his doctoral thesis, continuing the subject of his graduation 
thesis, which, he normally will develop and study thoroughly. Finally, in 1928, he passed the 
examination for a doctor’s degree in Cluj, in front of a committee formed from four history 
professors and one of Hungarian language, with the thesis Chronicler Szamosközy and his notes 
about Romanians, 1566-1608. 

In 1932, he will be appointed substitute of a conference on General Bibliography, 
inaugurated on 12th November 1932 with the opening lesson A new science – bibliology in higher 
education from Romania. After the first four year cycle (1932-1936) of the bibliology course 
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ended, Ioachim Crăciun takes part in the contest organised by the Faculty from Cluj to transform 
the position of supply teacher in one of tenure professor. At the same time the conference’s name 
will be changed from General Bibliography to General Bibliology. 

To prepare for the contest, in the autumn of 1936, upon Sextil Puşcariu’s advice he will 
undergo a second external stage of practical training. This time the aim of his trip is represented by 
the Public Central Library from Germany, Deutsche Bücherei from Leipzig, whose organization 
will impress him. Being offered the opportunity, he will also see libraries from Berlin, Prague and 
Vienna. 

Immediately after return in the country, in November 1937, he passed the examination, as 
the only candidate, in front of a committee presided by Sextil Puşcariu, so that a little bit later, on 4 
February 1938, to be appointed from Bucharest as permanent lecturer. 

The dictate from Vienna from 1940 had also consequences on organisation of the University 
from Cluj, which is obliged to move in Sibiu or Timişoara, while the Hungarian university from 
Szeged was brought in Cluj. In the new university centre, Ioachim Crăciun will continue teaching 
his bibliology courses and seminaries, which, attracting a great number of students, determined the 
management of the University to propose in 1943 transformation of Bibliology conference in a 
department and his appointment as full university professor. 

Returned to Cluj as university professor, he became permanent member of the department 
Romanian historiography and auxiliary sciences. Next to this course, he will held another one from 
1945, Transylvanian historiography, then during the university year 1949-1950, a course of 
General historiography and occasionaly, courses of Cyrillic paleography and Romanian diplomacy. 

The second part of the first chapter, Ioachim Crăciun and the vortex of the communist 
regime, represents an attempt of reconstructing the environment in which Ioachim Crăciun carried 
out his activity after the instauration of the communist regime. Revealing of this difficult stage from 
his professional but also personal life, was made especially based on documents existent in the 
archive of the National Council for the Study of the Securitate Archives. 

For the beginning, immediately after the act from 24 August 1944, nothing seemed to 
endanger his professional career, both in the Institute, and the University, where he thaught from 
1943 the course Romanian historiography and auxiliary sciences. 

In general, period between 1948-1955, the blackest from the whole Romanian 
historiography, is considered one in which the party identified with the repressive bodies. 
Consolidation of the new regime was made, especially, by own coercive institutions, amongst 
which the Securitate had the main role. 

This process of historians’ reeducation who were trained in the spirit of bourgeois school 
includes also Ioachim Crăciun, who to „correspond” to the new requirements, he is attending the 
meetings of the Marxist-Leninist Circle, he functions in ARLUS (Romanian Association for 
Strengthening Relations with the Soviet Union) and even translates from Russian the specialized 
bibliography necessary for the historiography course that he taught. By accepting catechisation, he 
hoped that he will be let to continue with his scientific preoccupations. 

Unfortunately, nothing could save him: his political past and the fact that he was married 
with the niece of Alexandru Vaida-Voevod, but also daughter of „landlord”, weighed too heavy on 
his personal record. 

Firstly, following verifications, being accused that in 1948 would have opposed, as member 
of the Social Democrat Party, to the fusion between the socialists and communists, but also because 
he was part of Vaida family, he was expelled from the Romanian Workers’ Party at the end of 1949. 
More grave is that from this moment on Ioachim Crăciun will be closely supervised by the fierce 
institution of the Securitate, which opened him a file for informative investigation, being registered 
as rightist social-democrat suspect. Measures taken by the authorities against him continue on the 
same coercive line, in 1951 being expelled from the university chair, then in 1952 also from the 
History Institute.  

Although with the support of Constantin Daicoviciu he suceeds to get rehired to do 
piecework at the History Insitute from Cluj, as scientific collaborator, continuing to deal with 

 6



bibliographic issues, despite the fact that he won’t publish anything for a long while. In April 1956, 
with Daicoviciu’s support, who used his influence with Miron Constantinescu, education minister 
from then, Ioachim Crăciun returned to the university chair, where he took over the course  
Auxiliary sciences of history, from the Faculty of Philology and History. 

During this period, on the amnesty from 1955, following which a great part of the political 
prisoners were discharged, the Securitate bodies were extremely interested in accessing as much 
information as possible referring to former social democrat leaders. As he was in close relations 
with them, Ioachim Crăciun became for the Securitate, which faced great difficulties in infiltrating 
its agents within this environment, a potential source of information. To force him to accept 
enlistment, the Securitate created him a file with discreditable materials, to blackmail him. 
Motivation of his recruitment was represented by the authorities’ need of mainly obtaining 
information on historians Ştefan Pascu and Ioan Lupaş. 

Fear of not sharing also the fate of those who passed through the ordeal of communist jails, 
but also under the threat of being again removed from the Institute and University from Cluj, 
determine him to accept collaboration with the Securitate bodies, singning the written agreement 
with the code name of Tudor. Although he accepted in the given circumstances to be informer, 
Ioachim Crăciun was intelligent enough not to comply with his obligations, delivering only ordinary 
informative notes. 

All this time, the Securitate bodies strictly supervised him, their attention being mainly 
focused on the relations that he had with the other historians from Cluj. Informative surveillance of 
Ioachim Crăciun was made by Securitate both before and after his recruitment as informer and was 
realized with the support of more agents. In 1963, the Securitate bodies accepted the report with 
Ioachim Crăciun’s proposal of abandonment. The reasons included his old age, but also some health 
problems he was dealing with. 

After almost half of century of scientific activity in the service of some auxiliary sciences of 
history, such as bibliography, Ioachim Crăciun let behind a remarkable work. Unfortunately, 
beginning with the mid of the 50’s, Ioachim Crăciun was in an unpleasant position. On one side he 
was attentively supervised by the Securitate, and on the other he was obliged to accept collaboration 
with the Securitate bodies, interested in his connections with both former socialist colleagues and 
historians from Cluj. Being a diplomat, he surpasses these moments, providing only informative 
materialias lacking importance. 

This chapter, by which we realised an extensive biographic research, was generated firstly 
by necessity of determining the context in which the author was educated, consecrated and 
activated. Only then did we approached the work, taking into consideration the two major segments 
of this, the historical and the bibliological one. 

That is why, in the third chapter, Ioachim Crăciun and his place in Romanian 
historiography, we attempted an analysis of his historical work along the line of general 
preoccupations of historical school from Cluj. Ever since the beginning we were aware that a 
history of historical writing produced by Ioachim Crăciun represented an extremely complex 
measure. This is explicable due to the fact that the author is known better for his contribution to 
Romanian bibliological movement, and less as historian. That is why, researchers were only 
attracted by his preoccupations in the field of other auxiliary sciences of history, such it is 
bibliology. This way is explained the lack of an exegesis of his historiographical work. 

Structure of the chapter was generated by main issues raised by the historical writing of 
Ioachim Crăciun. Similarly, we approached this part from the perspective of two terms text-subtext, 
the most entitled to offer a convincing and complete picture on his historical work. This also for the 
fact that following 1918, the historical school from Cluj, which he was part of, considered that the 
way towards a new historiography had to pass through critical examination of historical writing by 
reference to political and cultural history of Transylvania. That is why, during the interwar period, 
more and more, the meanings of history stick to the ideea of justifying present, which proposes a 
historical conception focused on recuperation of the Romanian past from Transylvania, sometimes 

 7



even by comparison with Hungarian historiography. The option was dictated by the manner of 
which the Hungarian historians have dealt with this subject, especially after 1867. 

On the other side, identification of the references from the historical speech of Ioachim 
Crăciun must be done in direct connection with the historical school he was part of, because his 
work does not offer theoretical references, by which to have exposed directly his own historical 
outlook. This is also the reason for which attempt of reconstructing the ideational horizon, the 
programme traced for studying the past, theme of the historical approach, but especially methods 
and instruments used in research by the historian from Cluj, anounces to be difficult. 

This manner of analysis determined us that for a starter to provide an overview of the main 
ideational currents that marked Romanian historiography during the interwar period. Chronological 
limits are absolutely natural, if we take into consideration, that following this date Ioachim Crăciun 
reduced drastically appearances in the historiographical area. Although, we did not omit either post-
war particularities of the limited historiographic measure, which was under the strong influence of 
the communist regime. 

Historiographic production preserved following the documentary and scientific activity of 
the historian from Cluj, will be analysed in the sub-chapter Details of Ioachim Crăciun’s historical 
speech, also from ideological perspective of contents. Thus, we will attempt to answer here, among 
other things, to the extremely relevant question for historical research: what does the text transmit? 

As far as the historical speech of Ioachim Crăciun is concerned, we notice its structuring 
according some main themes. Among them, two especially attract attention, that referring to period 
and personality of Michael the Brave, and that dedicated to old books and Romanian libraries. At 
the same time, militancy of historical school from Cluj exerted significant influence upon the 
historiographic production. The attitude is explicable, if we take into consideration the fact that one 
of the purposes of the Romanian historian from after 1918 was that of providing arguments for 
supporting legitimacy of the act from 1 December 1918. 

Next to the two research themes previously mentioned, we also encounter others, which 
focus mainly on the political and cultural history from Transylvania. Really, the historiographic 
production preserved following the documentary and scientific activity of the historian from Cluj, 
and materialized in studies, articles and papers, was dedicated to some subjects by which he 
reseached different aspects from the national history of Romanians, especially those concerning the 
Transylvanian area. Ioachim Crăciun was part from a historical school from Cluj, whose main 
research domain, in the interwar period, was history of Transylvania, step perceived as a special 
mission, that came to him in Romanian historiography.  

His work does not offer theoretical references, by which to have exposed directly his own 
historical outlook. That is why, reconstructing the ideational horizon, the programme traced for 
studying the past, theme of the work, methods and instruments used in research were made both 
following a judicious reading of the historical writings, and their framing in the historical school 
from Cluj. 

Having the advantage of solid knowledge of Hungarian, Ioachim Crăciun focused on his 
researches, firstly, on Hungarian documentary sources. Accessible only to Hungarian historians, 
they represented the base of some tendentious statements referring to Romanians and their history. 
Due to this reason, studies of the Romanian historian, including those dedicated to Michael the 
Brave, or those by which approaches the history of old Romanian books, had also a political 
purpose, dictated by the revisionist attitude of the Hungarians towards the Romanian state. 

Recuperation of aspects concerning his historical conception was made especially after the 
analysis of work Chronicler Szamosközy and his notes about Romanians, 1566-1608. The new 
Hungarian chronicle, thoroughly researched by Ioachim Crăciun, becomes, following its 
publication, an important documentary source that any researcher of the period and personality of 
Michael the Brave could not ignore. 

Another historiographic theme approached by Ioachim Crăciun, that referring to history of 
book and libraries in the Romanian area is dealt with in the sub-chapter Overview of Book and 
Library. He chose this domanin, extremely close from bibliology’s area, guided also by the 
practical needs of his university courses. His researcher abilities will be fully valorized by studies 
on the subject, published both in the interwar period and the times of the communist regime. We 
notice the approached issues in treating with themes from the history of old Romanian books. 
Throughout a long and spectacular researcher career of Romanian book, the historian from Cluj let 
behind a valuable historiographic speech. An essential factor in defining his historical thinking is 
connected to the political environment in which he affirmed. Similar to other colleagues, political 
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factors have put an imprint on themes of historical studies, determining him to approach subjects 
such as Michael the Brave, through which he attempted to legitimize the present. From here results 
the militant character of his work. That is why, towards end, the sub-chapter will clarify the 
historical speech also from the perspective of militancy of the historical school from Cluj. We will 
try to identify the ideologic content of the historical text of Ioachim Crăciun, in direct connection 
with a militancy serving the legitimization of the act from 1 December 1918. 

The second major segment of Ioachim Crăciun’s work, bibliological, much more known, 
will be dealt with in the last chapter Contribution of Ioachim Crăciun to evolution of Romanian 
bibliological movement. Beginning with the wish of observing his contribution to evolution of 
Romanian bibliological movement, we will focus on two aspects, one concerning the way by which 
biblilogy becomes a subject in Romanian higher education, and the second, which concentrates on 
the bibliographical preoccupations of Ioachim Crăciun. 

The central part is occupied by the attempt of reevaluating contributions brought by Ioachim 
Crăciun to Romanian bibliological movement by his Bibliology courses that he thaught at the 
University from Cluj. Here, around the course that he opened in 1932, with the lesson A new 
science – bibliology in higher education from Romania, and the magazine Bibliotheca Bibliologica 
was formed a real bibliographical school from Cluj. 

Chronologically reporting, we notice that the bibliographical activity of Ioachim Crăciun, is 
marked by the same constant, either we take into consideration the interwar period or the turmoil of 
the communist regime. By release at the beginning of the ’70s of the first copies from Historical 
Bibliography of Romania, the bibliographical activity of Ioachim Crăciun and the bibliographical 
school from Cluj, that he founded, was again resumed. 

Regarding the obstacles we faced in developing this doctoral thesis, they were generated by 
the methodic manner, that we were going to use in approaching such subject. On this line, 
difficulties were represented by the two totally different periods, the interwar and communist one, 
throughout which he carried out his activity. Everything he realised professionaly in the first period, 
not only was annulled once with instauration of the communist regime but became count of an 
indictment in the view of the new governors. Similarly, inessentiality of some historical 
contributions concerning life and activity of Ioachim Crăciun increased the difficulty of our 
initiative. Moreover, they are completely missing as far as his historical work is concerned, only the 
bibliological part being covered to a certain extent. That is why we chose to give priority to 
historiographical preoccupations within this thesis suggestively entitled Ioachim Crăciun, historian 
and bibliologue (1898-1971).  
 
 
 
Key words:  
Ioachim Crăciun, historiography, bibliography, bibliologue, Securitate, old Romanian book 
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