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ARGUMENT 
 
The importance and the purpose of the research 
Grigore Maior was one of the most important personalities 

of the Romanian United with Rome, Greek Catholic Church during 
the Enlightenment, who had important contributions to the 
development of the ecclesiastical institutions, to the defense of the 
rights of the Romanian people in front of Transylvanian, Habsburg 
and pontifical forums, and to the formation of the modern Romanian 
culture. Charismatic and visionary, erudite scholar and man of action 
at the same time, Grigore Maior was, first of all, a hierarch of the 
Church and a son of his people, loved by the clergy and by the 
faithful, respected by opponents. 

The time of his pastoral office (we refer to the years 1773-
1784) registered the affirmation of cultural and political phenomena 
both at the European and Transylvanian society level. The impact of 
enlightenment and the influence of Joseph II on the Romanian 
culture, as well as their echo at the political level, form together 
elements that shade the complexity of Grigore Maior’s activity. If to 
these we add the difficult situation in which the United Church with 
Rome was found after the rebellions provoked in the previous decade 
by Visarion Sarai and Sofronie, we can see clearer the role that the 
hierarch of Blaj had in the restoration of Union and in the 
substantiation, at the ideational and cultural level, of the Romanian 
Greek-Catholic identity. 

Through the present research we propose to deepen and to 
present the cultural dimension of the activity developed by the 
bishop Grigore Maior both on the personal level and with regarding 
to the creation of an elite of the United with Rome, Greek-Catholic 
Church. 

 
The working method 
The investigation of the subject claimed a historical research 

method, articulated in the next stages. First of all, we proceeded to 
the determination of subject’s historiography, classifying and 
analyzing both the works with general character, dedicated to the 
period or to the enlightenment, and the contributions regarding 
Grogore Maior and the Greek-Catholic Church during his pastoral 



office. We accomplished afterwards a research of the documents of 
that time which we found in several Romanian Archives (the 
National Archives of the State, Cluj and Alba Departments; the 
Archives of Brukental Museum from Sibiu), but also abroad (the 
Secret Archive of Vatican; the Arhive of the Congregation De 
Propaganda Fide from Rome). Further on, establishing the actual 
stage of the researches and the novelties furnished by the archive 
documents, we deepened the information in the sense of founding the 
main significations of the cultural activities of the hierarch of Blaj. In 
the next stage of investigation we gazed our attention on the written 
work of Grigore Maior., especially on his doctoral thesis in 
Philosophy, but also on his Dictionary and on his Grammar. From 
the methodological point of view we chose an approach with 
interdisciplinary character for our research, combining the 
philosophical and theological investigation with aspects specific to 
the philosophical research. 

In the last stage we accomplished a synthesis of the acquired 
information, structuring the entire material into four distinctive 
chapters. 

 
The stage of the researches regarding the subject of our 

thesis can be presented in relation to the main directions of our 
investigation. 

a). Grigore Maior’s relation to Church and State 
authorities during his time 

The historiography of the subject recorded important 
contributions, which offer a substantial foundation for the present 
investigation. The subject is already in the attention of the historians 
and theologians of the end of the 18th century. The evocation of 
Grigore Maior’s personality and of his activity by Samuil Micu and 
Petru Maior uncovers already the complexity of the relation of the 
hierarch of Blaj with the Roman authorities, which was conditioned 
in a decisive way by his relationships with the imperial and 
Transylvanian authorities. The authors of the 20th century situate 
themselves in the same line, and here we remember Basiliu Raţiu, 
Ioan Ardelean, Alexandru Grama şi Augustin Bunea. Bunea’s 
contribution is fundamental because the monographs dedicated to 



Inochentie Micu Klein and to Petru Pavel Aron catch, on the basis of 
a rich archival fond, the situation of Grigore Maior, too. 

The historiography of the 20th century regarding our subject 
contains biographies of the bishop written in church history works by 
Ioan Georgescu, Zenovie Pâclişanu, Octavian Bârlea, Silvestru 
Prunduş and Ioan Bota. These works turn to account new documents 
in which is emphasized the perception of Grigore Maior in the 
Roman circles. Suggestions for the deepening of our theme are also 
offered by the recent researches of Ioan Chindriş and Greta Miron. 

Another purpose of our approach is to turn to account a rich 
resource of documents regarding Bishop Grigore Maior. Parts of 
these documents are unpublished, their nucleus being formed by the 
file prepared by the Holy See with the occasion of Grigore Maior’s 
Episcopal election and appointment. These documents were not 
studied up to now, for which reason we think their analysis and 
publication will be a contribution to our subject. 

Besides this file we have numerous documents published 
especially by Augustin Bunea, Timotei Cipariu, Nicolao Nilles, D. 
Găzdaru, Octavian Bârlea, Francisc Pall, I. Dumitriu Snagov and 
Laura Stanciu. We intend, therefore, to analyze this corpus of 
documents, turning thus to account the most important sources 
linked to the subject. 

 
b). The interest of Grigore Maior for the schools and for 

the Printing House of Blaj 
The studies of the years 1754-1764 and 1773-1782 dedicated 

to the schools of Blaj are numerous, for which reason we will refer 
only to the essential works that form clear reference points regarding 
the evolution of the research of our theme, and also of the recent 
stage of knowledge. 

If regarding Grigore Maior’s implication for the support of 
the schools of Blaj we can find references in the works of the 
Transylvanian School, too, the first systematic and well based 
presentations and documents belong to the authors from the second 
part of the 19th century: Ioan Antonelli, Nicolae Brânzeu, and 
especially Augustin Bunea. Beyond the delimitation of the subject in 
the wider framework of the Romanian educational system, done by 
Nicoale Iorga, and in that of the Transylvanian educational system, 



signed by Nicolae Albu, or in the framework of the history of the 
Church of Zenovie Pâclişanu, we remark Iacob Mârza’s monograph 
dedicated to this subject. He emphasized, turning to account a vast 
bibliographical base and of documents, the evolution of the schools 
of Blaj during 1754-1848 both under the internal dynamic aspect of 
the institutions (structures, persons involved, educational plans, 
financial aspects) and from the perspective of the social and national 
dimension of the educational system of Blaj. Last but not the least 
we mention the contribution of Ioan Marin Mălinaş, who turned to 
account the archival content from Vienna and Rome regarding our 
subject. 

The researches dedicated to the Printing House of Blaj 
include many publications, as well, out of which we remember the 
most important for our subject. The moment of the foundation of the 
Printing House of Blaj and its development under the bishop Petru 
Pavel Aron are presented by the historian Augustin Bunea. He 
regards it as following the old Romanian Printing House of Alba 
Iulia, offering us information regarding the modernization of the 
printing process and the books that were printed until 1764. The 
activity of the Printing House from its formation until Grigore 
Maior’s death, both under the aspect of the people involved and of 
the printed works, is analyzed by Zenovie Pâclişanu and Ioan 
Georgescu. The books which were printed in Blaj during the time 
circumscribing our subject entered in the spotlight of history 
literature or bibliographical studies, too. In this sense are emphasized 
the contributions of Nicolae Iorga and of Ioan Bianu. 

Systematical researches were dedicated to the persons who 
worked inside the Printing House of Blaj or to the persons who 
collaborated for the printing of different works: the prefects, the 
printers, the engravers. The investigations signed by Ioan Boros and 
Alexandru Lupeanu in the first half of the 20th century broadly 
reconstruct the existence of the Printing House from the perspective 
of the involved people, but these would be integrated in the recent 
researches from a modern methodological perspective and on a 
strong support of documents by Cornel Tatai Baltă. 

Inside the studies dedicated to the subject we can remark the 
extensive monograph done by Gabriela Mircea, who turns to account 
the entire previous bibliography and new archival sources. 



The circulation and the spreading of the books printed in 
Blaj constitute important elements for the understanding of the 
cultural, social, and religious role of this institution but this kind of 
research would surpass the framework of an essay. For this reason 
we will not analyze the circulation of the printed works in Blaj. 

 
c). Regarding the significations of Grigore Maior’s 

written work. 
Grigore Maior’s written works or the ones to which he 

contributed gained the researchers’ attention especially during the 
20th century. Samuil Micu and Petru Maior remember that the 
hierarch obtained the doctorate in philosophy and theology, but they 
do not bring into discussion the content of these works. The same 
situation repeats in the case of the historians of the 19th century: 
Augustin Bunea and Alexandru Grama. 

The beginning of the 20th century recorded the interest of the 
scholars for the historical and philological work of Grigore Maior. 
Thus, for the grammar of the Romanian language (Institutiones 
Linguae Valachicae), and for his Latin-Romanian dictionary 
(Lexikon Compendiarum Latino-Valachicum) we have as reference 
points the contributions signed by C. Siegescu, Carlo Tagliavini or 
Alin Mihai Gherman. Essential for his historical thinking remain the 
reflections of Zenovie Pâclişanu and of Pompiliu Teodor. 

The first systematic work of Grigore Maior was his doctoral 
thesis in philosophy, which he defended at De Propaganda Fide 
Urban College in 1743. The work, called Conclusiones ex universa 
philosophia selectae, was discovered and analyzed by Engel Károly. 

Grigore Maior’s contribution to the translation of the Bible 
for Petru Pavel Aron was proved by Ioan Chindriş. 

 
Chapter I offers a general framework, contextualizing the 

subject in relation to the main political reference points from a 
segment of Transylvanian history marked by the personalities of 
Inochentie Micu Klein and Grigore Maior. The role that Grigore 
Maior had in the Romanian culture must be specified and understood 
in the political context of the 18th century, both from the European 
and the Transylvanian perspective. Out of methodological reasons 
we structured this chapter in two sections, following both the 



political relations at the European level, emphasizing the situation of 
the Habsburg Empire and of the Holy See in a political space in 
continuous movement, and the concrete situation at the level of the 
principality of Transylvania, articulated in the system nation-
recognized religions, also especially examining its political-
administrative structures, which during the 18th century were subject 
to a process of transformation and adaptation to the requests and the 
imperial reforms. This brief analysis of the evolution of the 
administrative structures from Transylvania offers us an essential 
framework for the understanding of bishop Grigore Maior’s activity. 
We observe that in the time of his Episcopal office, which coincides 
with the final period of the Theresian Reform and with the first two 
years of the Josephine Reform, the political-administrative 
institutions of Transylvania are deeply marked by the absolutist and 
centralized politics of the Viennese Court. Inspired by the principles 
of the reformation of the State and implicitly by the pragmatic 
efficiency of all its sectors, including the religious one, the 
Transylvanian institutions became instruments of the imperial power. 
At the same time the presence of the United faithful on the territories 
of the Saxon and Sekler seats or in the free royal and noble cities was 
obliging bishop Grigore Maior to take into account for his pastoral 
activity the autonomies and the specific rights of the respective 
political-administrative units. 

 
Chapter II analyzes Grigore Maior’s relations with the 

Transylvanian, Habsburg, and pontifical authorities and it is 
structured in three main sections: the period of time preceding the 
election and the appointment of Grigore Maior as bishop (on the 
background of his support for Inochentie Micu Klein, of his tensed 
relation with Petru Pavel Aron, and of the open conflict with 
Atanasie Rednic); the time of his episcopate (the participation to the 
Synod of the Greek-Catholic Bishops in Vienna, 1773; the pastoral-
missionary, political and cultural activity); the events that culminated 
with his resignation. The dynamics of these relations is important in 
order to understand the nature and the nuances of his political and 
cultural involvement. 

 
 



Chapter III analyzes and emphasizes the concrete role in 
which the bishop Grigore Maior supported and contributed to the 
development of the schools and of the Printing House of Blaj. 

The Printing House, under Grigore Maior’s pastoral care, 
continues the line of his predecessors but, as a consequence of the 
Viennese political educational implementation, it becomes also an 
instrument of the latter one. Being the only Printing House from 
Transylvania of the year 1771 it had the mission to furnish the 
liturgical books and the manuals to the Greek-Catholics from 
Transylvania. The attention of the hierarch for the promotion of the 
Union and for the increase of the cultural level of the Romanians will 
find its expression in a better and more rigorous organization of the 
printing activity, in the investments in equipment and materials and, 
implicitly, in an increase of the number and of the quality of 
publications. 

Having a vast culture and knowledge of the realities of the 
education of Blaj through his own experience as teacher and 
librarian, he supported and developed the confessional schools of 
Blaj. His missionary successes needed indeed a solid instruction of 
those who were won at the Union with the Church of Rome. In 
Grigore Maior’s vision the ignorance and the prejudices induced to 
the Romanians by the enemies of the Union represented the main 
causes which determined the leaving of the Greek-Catholic Church 
by an important number of faithful during the fourth and the sixth 
decades of the 18th century. For the realization of this plan Maior 
needed persons with a solid formation both from spiritual-moral and 
theological point of view. In this sense: he has cared for the selection 
and the sending of future professors to the catholic universities of 
West with scholarships, professors who will then activate in the 
schools of Blaj and will strengthen the Greek-Catholic clerical elite; 
he supervised the modernization of educational institutions through 
the application of the previsions from Ratio studiorum (1777), he 
supported the schools, the library, and the pupils under financial 
aspect. 

Chapter IV, the most important part in the economy of our 
thesis, is dedicated to Grigore Maior’s written work and intellectual 
formation and it identifies the main lodes of his thinking: 
philosophical, theological, philological, and historical. All these are 



analyzed from a double perspective: that of the European elements 
and that of autochthonous elements. 

The text is structured in three parts. The first of them, which 
presents in a concessive way Maior’s works as author or 
collaborator, has the character of a synthesis, the most important 
issues being already clarified in literature. His written work is 
modest from the quantitative point of view, containing just few titles 
that we present in chronological order. However, their quality 
certifies the intellectual scale of the author. The second part has as 
purpose the emphasis of Grigore Maior’s intellectual characteristics. 
In order to rich this objective we have to place Grigore Maior in the 
ideological and cultural context of that time. Thus, his written work 
is correlated with the situation of theology and philosophy in Rome, 
the place of the academic formation of the future bishop, establishing 
in this way the main doctrinal references that marked his formation 
and evolution. The last part of this section is dedicated to the analysis 
of Grigore Maior’s works in order to emphasize their main 
significations. The catholicity of his faith, the European pre-
illuminist currents that were felt at the Jesuits College from Cluj and, 
especially, at the Urban College met an equilibrated attachment to 
the Byzantine tradition of the Romanian United Church and an 
intense determination in the direction of the reconstruction and 
consolidation of the religious Union of Romanians from 
Transylvania, continuing the national affirmation program thought 
by Inochentie Micu Klein, his mentor. All these elements, 
emphasized through the local-European dialectic, are presented in a 
distinct way in the framework of the main four lodes in which 
Grigore Maior’s scientific reflection was crystallized: philosophy, 
theology, philology and history. 

 
Conclusions 
1. Grigore Maior’s relations with the Transylvanian, 

Habsburg and Roman authorities (we refer here to the Roman 
Pontifs, the Prefects of the Congregation De Propaganda Fide, and 
the apostolic Nuncio from Vienna) in the agitated political context of 
the second half of 18th century presents themselves, from the 
analyzed reference content point of view, in an evolutionary way, 



marked by successive rises and declines, dominated by conflicting 
phenomena. 

During the studies he distinguished himself under the 
intellectual, moral and spiritual aspect, for which reason the 
authorities of the Congregation looked upon him with great hope at 
his return home. However, continuing with stubbornness the line of 
Inochentie Micu Klein in Blaj and remarking himself as a leader of 
the latter’s supporters in few years, he failed the expectations of the 
Congregation. Moreover, insisting already at that time on the 
necessity of the elimination of the institution of the Jesuit Theologian 
from the United Church, Maior moved not only against the position 
assumed by Vienna in this regard but especially against the defense 
policy of the Society of Jesus by the Roman Pontiffs in the context of 
the policy of many countries for its abolition. 

Petru Pavel Aron’s appointment in the Episcopal chair of 
Făgăraş opened a new stage for Grigore Maior, who involved 
himself with passion in the teaching activity of Blaj and in the 
reconstruction missions of the Church Union after the religious 
rebellion provoked by Visarion Sarai and Sofronie. The reports sent 
to the Congregation, in accordance to the oath done in Rome, were 
emphasizing these realities and were drawing him a positive image. 
The conflict with Petru Pavel Aron on the subject of the 
administration of the Holy Trinity Monastery’s estate constituted the 
object of the discussions and of the decisions in relation to the 
Viennese Court. 

Grigore Maior’s image in the perception of the Roman 
authorities worsen rapidly as a consequence of the events started 
with the electoral Synod from 29th -30th of June 1764, and closed 
with the opposition that was manifested towards Atansie Rednic’s 
appointment as bishop. Beyond the fact that he did not understand 
the sense of the contestation of this imperial decision, which was 
intended to avoid the complications that could have been generated 
by Inochentie Micu Klein’s favorite disciple, Grigore Maior put into 
difficulty the Romanian authorities, too, by invoking their help, in 
the context in which Maria Theresa was not admitting the direct 
competence of the Holy See in religious and administrative issues 
from provinces of her Empire. For this reason it does not surprise us 



the recommendation of the Nuncio from Vienna, who suggested to 
the Holy See not to plead for Grigore Maior. 

Through the irony of fate, the same Viennese authorities will 
be the main responsible for Grigore Maior’s new launching, Joseph 
II appointing him censor in Buda and, after one year, Bishop of 
Făgăraş. Despite the reserve of Joseph II and of the problems caused 
with the occasion of Atanasie Rednic’s appointment, Maria Theresa 
decided that Grigore Maior is able to occupy the Episcopal Chair of 
Alba Iulia and Făgăraş. The reasons were probably of pragmatic 
order, being given the fact that he obtained the majority of the votes 
in the electoral Synod, enjoying the admiration and valuing of the 
clergy of the diocese and of the faithful, aspects well known by 
Auersperg, too, the governor of Transylvania, who recommended his 
appointment. Auersperg’s position, who shared the same moderate 
line of the reformation as Maria Theresa, had a decisive word in 
Maior’s appointment with certainty. 

The File drawn up at the Nunciature of Vienna after his 
appointment presents him to the Romanian authorities with the figure 
of an ideal candidate for the episcopate and does not make direct 
references to his past problems. It is clearly understood the fact that 
they were well known to the Holy See but out of diplomatic reasons 
linked to the complex and delicate relation with Vienna, the 
Nunciature confirmed Grigore Maior’s appointment. Besides the 
diplomatic reasons and the immaculate character of the official file 
what counted was also both the fact that he was formed at the Urban 
College and his affirmation on the missionary level. 

The activity that he developed then as bishop, especially on 
the missionary and cultural level, brought him the respect of the 
Roman authorities. His good relations with Rome, founded on his 
missionary spirit and his fidelity towards the Roman Pontiff were, 
nevertheless, not immune to the tensions created by the way in which 
he thought the relation of his Eparchy with the Archbishop of 
Esztergom. 

This thing happened, however, in the context in which the 
reform of the Church in the Empire intensified due to the stronger 
influence of Kaunitz and Joseph II on Maria Theresa. Grigore Maior 
did not understand again the major orientation that happened inside 
the Empire and in the European policy: 



a) Maria Theresa, through her strong attachment to the 
Catholic Church, slowed down a part of the reforms regarding the 
Church. They were intensified, though, towards the end of her life 
(1780), when the influence of her son was more and more 
convincing. 

b) While Maria Theresa was opposing the reform of the 
Church, considering that it keeps the unity of her multinational state, 
Josepf II and Kaunitz have considered that her intransigence towards 
the religious minorities were damaging the state union. On the other 
hand Grigore Maior’s requests for the religious liberty Decree 
abolition from 1759 and for the total liberty from the secular power 
in what regards the missionary activity were in total contrast with 
Joseph’s policy of State reformation and consolidation itself. 

c) Grigore Maior’s direct appeal to the Roman authorities 
will be followed by the papal reproof addressed to Maria Theresa by 
the Roman Pontiff on the subject of the appointing of a Lutheran 
governor in Transylvania. Nevertheless, we believe it was not the 
intervention of the Bishop of Blaj that caused the tensioning of the 
relations between them but that it was rather the occasion to protest 
again against the reforms imposed on the Catholic Church inside the 
Empire. 

d) In 1781, against the background of the war of secession in 
Bavaria, the Russian-Prussian alliance was not renewed anymore. 
The Austrian diplomacy was very interested in establishing an 
alliance with Russia. In this context the religious tolerance enacted in 
the Empire was auspicious. 

 
2. The foundation of the Printing House and of the schools of 

Blaj are distinct achievements of the bishop Petru Pavel Aron, but 
both of them are integral part of the religious, cultural and political 
program designed by Inochentie Micu Klein for the Romanians from 
Transylvania. Grigore Maior understood the importance of this 
programmatic plan and mobilized all his energies for its realization. 

Analyzing Grigore Maior’s activity until 1765, when he was 
exiled to Muncaci, we remark that his main activity was that of 
teacher and librarian. His theological and philosophical preparation 
acquired at De Propaganda Fide College represents a guaranty of the 
quality of his teaching, sustained by his charismatic personality, too. 



As librarian he brought his contribution to the organization and the 
acquiring of new volumes, not hesitating to donate the library his 
personal books. 

Although through his nature he was a man of action, either 
on political plan for the rights of the Romanians or on the religious 
plan of the Union restoration, Grigore Maior found the time for 
historical, theological or philological approaches, distinguishing 
himself as principal intellectual reference of Blaj that was passing 
from pre-enlightenment to enlightenment. 

These coordinates of his activity are kept without change 
during his entire episcopate, which he put under the sign of a total 
offering for the interests of the Greek-Catholic Church and of his 
nation. The support he gave to the Printing House and to the schools 
of Blaj, whose progress during that time is evident, is in keeping with 
the fundamental concern of his Episcopal mandate. But beyond his 
concrete commitments in this direction his great contribution remains 
the role he had in paving the roads on which the Transylvanian 
School will walk. His concerns on the translations, grammar, and 
preparation of a dictionary plan preceded Samuil Micu’s and other 
clerics of the United Church’s philosophical and lexicographical 
concerns. We can say Grigore Maior, through the directions he 
opened and through his capacity to promote human and spiritual 
values of his Church, was the mentor of the teachers of 
Transylvanian School. 

Samuil Micu offers to the posterity an image of that time of 
the Greek-Catholic Bishop Grigore Maior, being a close collaborator 
of the latter one. Influenced by his powerful personality and admirer 
of his vast cultural horizon he became one of his friends, remaining 
close to him even in front of his death. Samuil Micu enjoyed the 
appreciation of the Bishop, who guessed his intellectual capacity and 
tried to inspire him with his ideals: the enlightenment of Romanians 
through education and their promotion through the religious Union. 
Grigore Maior was certainly not alien of Micu’s appointment, in 
1777, as prefect of studies in the Seminary Saint Barbara from 
Vienna. 

 
3. The European and autochthonous values, which mingle in 

Grigore Maior’s written work, give witness about a critical spirit, 



anchored in the realities of faith and opened at the same time to the 
cultural and scientific changes of that time. The openness for the 
dialog with Newton, Leibniz and Christian Wolff, his preoccupation 
for linguistics and grammar, his rigorous appeal to historical and 
theological sources show us that Maior acquired these ideational 
orientations from Rome and, generally, from the western world. We 
do not know to what extent Inochentie’s conflict with the Jesuit 
theologian, which was afterwards continued by Petru Pavel Aron and 
Atanasie Rednic, accentuated Maior’s approaching to the Jansenist 
current. What we can deduce, though, is the fact that the Jansenist 
thinkers, whom Grigore Maior met in the Roman and Viennese 
ambient, were more connected to the change of the scientific 
paradigm of that time and had the courage to systematize on issues 
theology and philosophy from this perspective. At the same time the 
attention for the sources perfectly harmonized with the 
preoccupation, accentuated in the Roman studies of the Romanian 
theologian, for ecclesiological and ethnical individuality of the 
Transylvanian Greek-Catholics. 

Bishop Grigore Maior states, through his written works, his 
conviction about the human knowledge unity. Thus, philosophy, 
theology and sciences form a whole destined to the good of the 
person and which regards all his/her existential plans: spiritual, 
cultural, social and political. The professors of the Urban College 
sent not only specific elements of the Catholic Reform to Grigore 
Maior but the manner of understanding the Church and theology in 
the context of the culture of that time, marked by a strong scientific 
progress, too; Inochentie transmitted him the coordinates of 
Romanian Greek-Catholic individuality affirmation program and of 
the rights of Romanians from Transylvania. 

In Maior’s thinking and action, the European and 
autochthonous values are found in a balance report, which, on one 
hand, explains the scale of his cultural program and the lack of the 
radical accents in what regards its relation towards tradition, but, on 
the other hand, reflects profound convictions, scientifically and 
religiously based. The philosophy and theology that were acquired at 
the heart of the Catholic Church conferred him a vast horizon, of 
European influence, which not only did not diminished the 



aspirations coming from his Romanian and Greek-Catholic identity 
consciousness, but animated and sustained them. 

Grigore Maior’s intellectual scale does not spend, though, in 
his written opera. The concrete historical circumstances, and we refer 
here to the difficulties through which the religious Union of the 
Romanians from Transylvania was passing, the exile to Muncaci, his 
sustained missionary activity and his implication in the struggle for 
Romanian’s rights, prevented him to leave for posterity a richer 
written work. Nevertheless, his writings characterize him as an 
authentic intellectual of the Enlightenment, with a great speculative 
capacity, connected to the renewing currents of his time and mindful 
of the authentic values of tradition, and the current researches give us 
the right to sustain his decisive influence over the next generation of 
intellectuals from Blaj. 

If we were to make a comparison between Grigore Maior’s 
works and the works of the next generation of theologians of the 
Greek-Catholic Church from Transylvania, with the Transylvanian 
School generation after all, Grigore Maior seems to be situated on an 
inferior level. The work of someone as Samuil Micu, for example, is 
much richer than the publications of the entire generation of Grigore 
Maior. Nevertheless, in the same way Inochentie Micu Klein’s 
influence had a decisive character over Grigore Maior, so the latter 
one decisively marked the thinking of the Transylvanian School. 
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