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THE HUMANISM OF  

ION AGÂRBICEANU’S WORK 

– Summary –  

 

 
The key terms of the research: humanism, Ion Agârbiceanu, inner drama, the 

Transylvanian village, destiny, Christian meditations, the priest’s portrait, popular 

conferences, the childhood, the nature, the schools of Blaj, Blaj scholars.  

 

The present dissertation, The Humanism of Ion Agârbiceanu’s Work, structured in 

eight chapters, based on a rich documentation, achieves an analytical interpretation of Ion 

Agârbiceanu’s creation. We had in view the detachment, in Ion Agârbiceanu’s work, of the 

humanist view of Christian essence. Our research follows, mainly, this aspect of his work, 

which truly represents a privileged direction, the leading thread of his literary vision. The 

identification of the humanist lode in Ion Agârbiceanu’s work, in its depth and 

specification, will be our contribution to the revaluation of a work both vast and dense, 

work that deserves a much deeper investigation.  

The cultural-artistic universe of the Transylvanian writer Ion Agârbiceanu is 

characterized by a humanist-Christian attitude, the humanist component being the 

fundamental coordinate of his work. An approach of Ion Agârbiceanu’s literary work, from 

the humanist perspective, will open new horizons and (re)bring the „author of Archangels” 

to the attention of the new generations of readers.  

Although the author’s qualities of novelist have been long recognized, throughout 

the time his work has entered a shady cone, representing, nevertheless, an indestructible 

part of the Romanian cultural inheritance. We had no intention to render all the aspects or 

to exhaust the subject, but we endeavored to render the most relevant characteristics, which 

contributed, decisively, to outline the humanism of Agârbiceanu’s work.  

In his volumes of sketches and stories – From the Countryside (1905), Two Love 

Stories (1910), In the Dark (1920) – but also in his novel The Archangels (1914), one can 

notice the contribution of the writer to imposing and consolidating the Romanian rural 

realism, to outlining the characteristics of this manner of picturing the world. In The 

Literature of Transylvania1, Ion Breazu integrates the personality of the writer in the 

                                                
1 Ion Breazu, The Literature of Transylvania, Bucharest, Editura Casa Şcoalelor, 1944. 
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tradition of the Romanian realism, but underlines the humanism of his work as being its 

fundamental coordinate. Ion Agârbiceanu’s literary creation is marked by the universe of a 

specific geographical area, that of the Transylvanian Plain, of the Western Carpathians, of 

the regions around Sibiu, evoking so beautifully both the geographical scenery, and the 

tormented existence of the inhabitants.2.  

In our approach, each chapter is dedicated to an important aspect of Ion 

Agârbiceanu’s work: stories, novels, religious writings, journalism, children literature.  

Chapter one, The Romanian Humanism, has in view to outline some specific 

characteristics of humanism, as support in rendering this aspect that we consider essential 

in Agârbiceanu’s work. We think it is important the decoding of the human meanings of 

these writings in order to understand the writer’s literary universe.  

In chapter two, Humanism and Inner Drama in Stories,  we insisted upon the 

underlining the human substance in Agârbiceanu’s prose, since the author achieves, 

through his creation, a direct observation of human existence, being convinced that „great 

people are the most splendid revelations of God”3. In the largest part of his prose of rural 

inspiration, the writer creates a vast image of the village, as the place of a tormented life, 

hardly bearable, in which the utter sufferance is presented in different aspects: the pain of a 

mother who loses, in turn, her husband and children (Fefeleaga); the tragic destiny of 

Vasile Mârza, who dies after falling into a precipice in his attempt of finding gold (The 

Mine Ghost); the grief of another poor woman who watches her cattle dying, during a 

freezing winter, because the bank doesn’t lend her the money to buy hay (Hard Winter). 

The happenings are not unusual, but, through their presentation, Agârbiceanu managed to 

compose an authentic painting of the Transylvanian village.  

Chapter three, The Humanist Dimension of Novels, presents true lessons of ethics 

which Agârbiceanu forwarded through his writings: The Archangels, The Law of the Body, 

The Law of the Mind, The Ghost, Stana, Dolor, The Triumph. In the novel The Archangels, 

for example, the writer born in Cenade illustrates the phenomenon of moral degradation 

that the characters live, because of some dramatic circumstances. As he himself declares, 

in the creation of Iosif Rodean Agârbiceanu had in view the deviation from religious 

norms, his misdoings, in order to draw attention upon them, to correct and remove them 

definitively. Agârbiceanu illustrates, on one hand, Romanian archaic aspects, folk 

                                                
2 Mircea Zaciu, Ion Agârbiceanu, Bucharest, Editura Minerva, Series Universitas, 1972, p. 15. 
3 Ion Agârbiceanu, Facing Death…, in the vol. September Meditation. Literary Journalism, Issue  

caretaken by Aurel Sasu, Foreword by Mircea Zaciu, Cluj, Editura Dacia, 1971, p. 25. 
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traditions and customs, and, on the other hand, the implementation, somehow by force, of 

town civilisation into rural world, of the industry which attempts to destroy the ancestral 

way of life; it is, therefore, a writer „ performing in the directions of archaism and 

national ethnics, of a protective tradition, in the desire to dissociate from the combined 

aspects of existence, as: the war, the industrial civilisation, and the sagging of the human 

being from the ancestral, biological and hereditary inheritance.””4.  

Chapter four, Christian values in Ion Agârbiceanu’s writings, outlines the writer’s 

preoccupation with the states of consciousness of the characters or with the moral aspects 

of their life. We will review here the writer’s Christian writings, in the attempt of 

observing his Christian vision and his attitude towards humanity, which can be defined 

through respect and love towards his fellow beings, irrespective their social condition. Ion 

Buzaşi considers that, in the Romanian literature from the beginning of the 20th century, 

Ion Agârbiceanu is, together with Gala Galaction, „a steward of the altar and a priest-

writer”5. The writer’s spirit of moral-Christian purity can be tracked especially in the 

writings that illustrate the saints’ lives: Sketches from Ecclesiastical Life (1916), The Little 

Riverside in Paresemi (1920), The Hermit and his Apprentice (1938), From God’s 

Parables (1939), About Wonders (1939), Meditations. The Lighted Face of Christianity 

(1941), The Priest and the Priest’s Family. Their Ethnical Meaning in the Romanian 

Village (1942), The Christian Family (1947), The Book of Legends (1996). 

The fifth chapter, Humanist Pleas in Journalism, presents the writer’s militant 

activity for the cause of national culture and literature. Agârbiceanu hold a great number of 

conferences in the ASTRA sections, collaborates with the Popular Library of the ASTRA 

Association by publishing several brochures, was preoccupied to achieve for his faithful an 

artistic work aimed to urge them to respect the dogmas of the Christian religion. Father 

Agârbiceanu endeavours in publishing several books of Christian education, issued by the 

AGRU Popular Library. In Ion Agârbiceanu’s lectures, we can notice the following 

humanist motifs: the assertion of human dignity, the idea of serving one’s own land and the 

eulogy of culture.  

In chapter six, Ion Agârbiceanu and the childhood world, we stressed the works in 

which the author presents the universe around him, the charm of nature and the little 

creatures. The wonders of nature are seen through the eyes and the sensitivity of children, 

                                                
4 Mircea Popa, Ion Agârbiceanu – the story-teller, in the volume Ion Agârbiceanu, Regained stories, 

Issue caretaken and foreword by Mircea Popa, Cluj-Napoca, Editura Eikon, 2011, p. 8. 
5 Ion Buzaşi, Foreword  to the volume Ion Agârbiceanu, Sketches from ecclesiastical life. Issue by 

Anton Rus, Iulian Bobe. Foreword by Ion Buzaşi, Blaj, Editura Buna Vestire, 2005, p. 5. 
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in which we discover the author’s gentleness and inner warmth. The stories in Pages from 

the Book of Nature (1959) are addressed, firstly, to children. The young readers have thus 

the opportunity of becoming aware of a large range of scenes of an exciting world: the 

world of children from the Transylvanian village after WW I. The stories on the childhood 

theme illustrate, sometimes, a universe painted in sad, dull colours, like in Fefeleaga and 

The First Journey.  

The seventh chapter, Ion Agârbiceanu – poet of nature, approaches the descriptive 

talent of the writer from Cenade, his unbounded admiration for nature, which is also the 

background for Agârbiceanu’s description of the wonders of the universe. Our attention 

headed towards the way in which the writer managed to render, with art and talent, the 

peculiarities of nature. The infinite space of nature becomes, as Mircea Popa well noticed, 

an autonomous character in Agârbiceanu’s writings, with an existence and development 

independent from that of human beings. We agree with Mircea Popa’s idea that the 

volumes Evening hours (1921), The Memories (1940), From Mountains and Plains (1957), 

On the Verge of the Great Passing (1979), The Book of Legends (1996), Pages from the 

Book of Nature (1959) make up „a great «Book of Nature», dedicated to the evocation and 

celebration of the Romanian land”6. Agârbiceanu’s writings are strongly related to the 

happy childhood he spent in the middle of nature. In this regard, the writer himself asserts, 

„the first impressions that nature pours into the virgin soul of the child, through all the 

senses, are the strongest and the most stable”7.  

In the eighth chapter, Blaj in Ion Agârbiceanu’s evocations, we insisted upon the 

role the schools in Blaj had in the writer’s formation. Ion Agârbiceanu, a student of the 

High School in Blaj between 1892 and 1900, evoked with affection and gratitude the 

schools that guided his steps in life. This chapter offers us, therefore, an opportunity to 

revise the memories that the author scattered throughout his work, with reference to the 

years of his student youth.  

Our paper ends with Conclusions, Bibliography and Addenda.  

This thesis represents an analytical approach to the work of Ion Agârbiceanu, work 

presented in a variety of aspects.  Although we used diverse tools and approaching 

methods, our research is based, mainly, on text analyses and commentaries that help a 

                                                
6 Mircea Popa, Introduction to Ion Agârbiceanu’s work, Bucharest, Editura Minerva, 1982, p. 367. 
7 I. Agârbiceanu, Foreword to the volume From Childhood. Portraits and stories, Bucharest, 

Editura Tineretului, 1956, p. 5. 
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proper and relevant reception of Agârbiceanu’s work. An adequate bibliography always 

accompanies our critical observations.  

We consider that the congruity between man and his work, in the case of the writer 

Ion Agârbiceanu, as well as the congruity between man and the scenery of the place where 

he was born and brought up is thorough. Even as a child, he bore in his soul his native 

village with valleys and hills, with woods and still rivers. To all these we can add the 

education received in his family and at school in order to understand the specific note of 

Agârbiceanu’s writing, his talent of story-teller, as well as his human features. The author 

himself makes a confession relevant in this respect: „What deeply penetrated my soul in the 

years of my early childhood, from the sheep grazing at the edge of the forest or in the 

woods, was the smell of the field, of the forest, the colours of the sky, of the flowers in the 

meadows, the blowing and the songs of the wind in the sky or in the woods, the song of the 

rivers, of the streams while the snow was melting”8.  

The work approached in this thesis keeps a fundamental direction, the realism, 

being impregnated with a definite humanist attitude. We can strongly assert that 

Agârbiceanu’s texts are pervaded by deep humanity: „As his great contemporaries, 

Agârbiceanu tended towards the major aims of art and, even if he could not always reach 

them, his work proves a creative effort of an authentic vibration, touching and simple, 

deeply humanist in its most inner weaving. What makes his experience remain active, as 

from it descended in the Romanian prose Pavel Dan and Ion Vlasiu, and in the heat of the 

present days, the prose of Titus Popovici, Vasile Rebreanu, and other young writers, is felt 

by the protective shadow of the patriarch…”9. One can notice, throughout our study, that 

Ion Agârbiceanu, a representative writer for the whole Romanian literature10, achieved a 

work marked by moral values and the love for God.  

CONCLUSIONS 
 

Ion Agârbiceanu devoted to writing six decades of his life (1900-1963), skimming 

over a topic dedicated to the life of simple people and related, almost totally, to sceneries, 

happenings and stories from Transylvania. The work of the Transylvanian writer has 

multifold aspects, being one of the most prodigious in our literature, from the point of view 

of the bibliography. During the present study, we could notice that the message of 

                                                
8 Ion Agârbiceanu, Confessions, in Revista FundaŃiilor Regale, anul VIII, nr. 12, decemvrie 1941, p. 

534. 
9 Mircea Zaciu, Agârbiceanu in the conciousness of his contemporaries, in „Steaua”, anul XIII, nr. 9 

(151), Cluj, septembrie 1962, p. 53.  
10 Mircea Zaciu, Ion Agârbiceanu, p. 238. 
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Agârbiceanu’s creation is a humanist one,  of Christian essence, because it urges the 

readers to lead a better life, built on Christian values, like work, modesty, justice, 

obedience, gentleness, compassion.  

Father Agârbiceanu’s writings of Christian essence aim to redress us, to show us 

our way to redemption. Thus, the writer remained a priest even in his literary writings: 

From Ecclesiastical Life (1916), The Little Riverside in  Paresemi (1920), Evening Hours 

(1921), The Memories (1940), Talking to Ilarie (1941), MărunŃelu’s Stories (1956), From 

Mountains and Plains (1957), Pages from the Book of Nature (1959) and The Lighted face 

of Christianity. 

 „Ion Agârbiceanu enters the literature under the direct influence of”11. The 

generation that asserted itself at the beginning of the 20th century, appeared after Slavici, 

Coşbuc or Goga, respectively Ion Agârbiceanu, Aron Cotruş, Teodor Mureşanu, has as 

background the fighting tradition of the Transylvanian village and the peasantry, as holder 

of indestructible moral values.  

Mircea Popa notices that Agârbiceanu’s literature develops itself in a strong 

relation with the literary school promoted by these two directions, which are, before 

everything,  „a literature of humble souls”, approaching the same themes and having the 

same preoccupations for rural life as those of the literature beyond the mountains, through 

Mihail Sadoveanu, Emil Gârleanu, I. Al. Brătescu-Voineşti or I. A. Bassarabescu. Through 

this literature, the writers aimed to support the simple people.  

The native village, Cenade, is evoked in several charming sketches and stories, in 

which we remark the writer’s love for his childhood land. The artistic sensitivity of his 

parents was inherited by the future narrator; in this respect we see the village, with its 

customs and traditions, with its moments of joy and sorrow, the fields and the beauty of 

peasants’ work, the woods and springs, the golden cornfields, the green grass, all these 

having an essential contribution to his development. Nevertheless, from all the surrounding 

elements, the forest with its mysteries and beauty impressed him the most. Nature 

conducted him to dreaming and meditation, which justifies the many evocations we find in 

his work.  

Agârbiceanu presented, in his writings, everything that is rough and gloom in the 

Transylvanian area. His impressive work also contains a series of stories from the city 

world, which presents the bourgeoisie before WWI or the troubled existence of petty 

                                                
11 Mircea Popa, Ion Agârbiceanu – the story-tellerl, in the volume Ion Agârbiceanu, Regained 

stories, Issue caretaken and foreword by Mircea Popa, Cluj-Napoca, Editura Eikon, 2011, p. 5. 
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clerks. Through the depth of his probing in the deepest folds of the human soul, through his 

realism and lyrism, Agârbiceanu’s prose gains a particular profile, which will be forever 

part of our national treasure.  

 Considered by Mircea Zaciu as one of the most appreciated and prolific writers in 

the Romanian literature, Agârbiceanu presents, though, certain distinctive features as 

compared to other Romanian authors of a similar value, features outlined by the same 

critic: „Placed between two of the monuments of the Romanian prose – Ioan Slavici and 

Liviu Rebreanu – Ion Agârbiceanu is detached, however, greatly from their profile: Bolder 

in his epic projects than Slavici, but less deep in his psychological and social probing than 

Rebreanu, hei s more lyrical than both, more receptive to the area of fantastic and mystery 

of the peasants’ world, keeping however an innocent attitude, optimistical and tonical in 

front of the existence”12. In his turn, Garabet Ibrăileanu13 asserts that the prose-writers of 

real value from Ardeal are Slavici, Agârbiceanu and Rebreanu. As a conclusion, Zaciu 

appreciates that „The author of «The Archangels» soon surpasses them through his 

creative energy, spontaneity, a prolific production, the depth of his probing and the 

humanist vibration”14.  

Ion Agârbiceanu has a peasantlike way of scrutinizing the lives of his characters, 

with a certain morality, the ethical side being often in his attention through a distinctive 

feature that always enlightens the portrait. Maybe that is why his characters are seen in 

motion, following peacefully their destiny. Agârbiceanu designs minutely each character’s 

destiny, and we can notice the moralist’s compassion and smile. This activity brings them 

together even more because the values operated by the author remain constantly the same 

and they seem to be characters of a unique work.  

 In order to understand the characteristics of Agârbiceanu’s prose, Ion Vlad 

underlines especially its humanist aspect, the probing into the soul of the human being and 

the morality as a life principle. Vlad also stresses Agârbiceanu’s affection towards plain, 

simple people and those tormented by fate and his admiration for their spiritual strength 

and the persistency with which they struggle with life, proving noble qualities of honesty 

and heroism: „The humanity of creation, the vocation of the story-teller and the 

perseverant closeness to the people subject to serious and dramatic attempts, the message 

                                                
12 Mircea Zaciu, Ion Agârbiceanu, in the volume As a vast stage, Transylvania..., Bucharest, Editura 

FundaŃiei Culturale Române, 1996, p. 227. 
13 G. Ibrăileanu, The specific national character in the Romanian literature, apud Selected Pages. II, 

Bucharest, Editura de Stat pentru Literatură şi Artă, 1957, p. 70. 
14 Mircea Zaciu, Ion Agârbiceanu, Bucharest, Editura Minerva, Seria Universitas, 1972, p. 15. 
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of a work for which the moral values are fundamental, because they spring from people’s 

experience, are meant to redraw our attention towards the prose of an authentic writer. He 

carries on a tradition inaugurated in the Transylvanian literature by Ioan Slavici and 

enriched by Liviu Rebreanu, Pavel Dan and Ion Vlasiu. Among these Ion Agârbiceanu has 

the greatness and the beauty of the humanist message, has the unaltered narrative passion 

and, consequently, that of a creator of lives”15. Ion Agârbiceanu managed to render 

through his creation, the love and compassion for the needy and those followed by the 

misfortunes of existence, strongly believing in the meanings of literature as a possibility of 

assertion of the spiritual superior values. The writer describes the work and nature, as 

being in a strong relationship with the aspirations of the human soul, the writings of this 

genre having a profound educational character.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                                                
15 Ion Vlad, The reading of the novel, Cluj-Napoca, Editura Dacia, 1983, p. 35. 
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28. AGÂRBICEANU, Ion, Cartea legendelor. Cu un cuvânt înainte de Lucian Blaga. 

EdiŃie îngrijită şi postfaŃă de Mircea Popa. IlustraŃii de Eugen Gocan, Cluj-Napoca, 

Editura Remus, 1996. 

29. AGÂRBICEANU, Ion, Amintirile. Studiu introductiv, tabel cronologic şi referinŃe 

critice de Sanda Cordoş, Cluj-Napoca, Editura Cartimpex, 1998. 

30. AGÂRBICEANU, Ion, Arhanghelii. ColecŃie iniŃiată şi coordonată de Anatol 

Vidraşcu şi Dan Vidraşcu, Bucureşti – Chişinău, Editura Litera InternaŃional, 2003. 
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31. AGÂRBICEANU, Ion, Căile fericirii. Coordonator prof. Cornelia Lucia Frişan. 

PrefaŃă şi bibliografie selectivă prof. Ion Buzaşi, Blaj, Editura Buna Vestire, 

Biblioteca Agru, 2004. 

32. AGÂRBICEANU, Ion, Licean... odinioară. EdiŃie îngrijită, prefaŃă, tabel 

cronologic şi bibliografie de Ion Buzaşi, Cluj-Napoca, Editura Dacia, 2004. 

33. AGÂRBICEANU, Ion, SchiŃe din viaŃa preoŃească, EdiŃie de Anton Rus, Iulian 

Bobe, PrefaŃă de Ion Buzaşi, Blaj, Editura Buna Vestire, 2005. 

34. AGÂRBICEANU, Ion, FaŃa de lumină a creştinismului. MeditaŃii. EdiŃia a II-a. 

Coordonator de carte şi postfaŃă: prof. Cornelia Lucia Frişan. PrefaŃă: prof. Ion 

Buzaşi, Blaj, Editura Buna Vestire, Biblioteca Agru, 2005. 

35. AGÂRBICEANU, Ion, FaŃa de lumină a creştinismului – meditaŃii. PrefaŃă şi 

ediŃie îngrijită de Mircea Popa, Cluj-Napoca, Editura Eikon, 2006.  

36. AGÂRBICEANU, Ion, Frumoasa cea din piatră. Povestiri inedite. EdiŃie îngrijită 

şi cuvânt înainte de Mircea Popa, Cluj-Napoca, Editura Casa CărŃii de ŞtiinŃă, 

2007. 

37. AGÂRBICEANU, Ion, Cuiburi cu soare. EdiŃie realizată de Cornelia Lucia Frişan, 

Cluj-Napoca, Editura Limes, 2007. 

38. AGÂRBICEANU, Ion, Scrieri creştine – Despre minuni. Din pildele Domnului. 

Luncuşoara în Paresemi. Pustnicul şi ucenicul său. PrefaŃă: prof. Ion Buzaşi. Text 

îngrijit, note, postfaŃă şi glosar: prof. Cornelia Lucia Frişan, Blaj, Editura Buna 

Vestire, Biblioteca Agru, 2008. 

39. AGÂRBICEANU, Ion, Din viaŃa lui Iisus. Povestiri biblice. Cu un cuvânt înainte 

de Lucian Blaga. EdiŃie îngrijită şi postfaŃă de Mircea Popa, Cluj-Napoca, Editura 

Eikon, 2009. 

40. AGÂRBICEANU, Ion, Povestiri regăsite. EdiŃie îngrijită şi prefaŃă de Mircea 

Popa, Cluj-Napoca, Editura Eikon, 2011. 

 

B. In periodicals: 

 

1. AGÂRBICEANU, Ion, Versificări de a lui T. Cipariu, în „Unirea”, anul XV, nr. 

25, 24 iunie 1905, pp. 209-211. 

2. AGÂRBICEANU, Ion, SecŃiunile literare-ştiinŃifice ale Astrei, în „Transilvania”, 

anul 61, nr. 1-6, Sibiu, ianuarie – iunie 1930, pp. 67-69. 
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3. AGÂRBICEANU, Ion, Către un nou ideal, în „Transilvania”, anul 62, nr. 9-12, 

Sibiu, 1931, pp. 128-140. 

4. AGÂRBICEANU, Ion, Încredere în ai noştri, în „Unirea poporului”, anul XV, nr. 

8, Blaj, 26 februarie 1933, p. 1. 

5. AGÂRBICEANU, I., Artă şi morală, în „Cultura creştină”, anul XVI, nr. 1, Blaj 

ianuarie 1936, pp. 14-21. 

6. AGÂRBICEANU, I., Optimismul creştin, în „Cultura creştină”, anul XVI, nr. 6, 

Blaj iunie 1936, pp. 328-339. 

7. AGÂRBICEANU, Ion, Moralitatea în artă. ConferinŃa părintelui Ion Agârbiceanu, 

în „NaŃiunea română”, anul XI, nr. 44, joi 25 februarie 1937, p. 2.  

8. AGÂRBICEANU, Ion, [Sevastian Voicu.], Optimismul literaturii ardelene, în 

„Transilvania”, anul LXIX, nr. 1, ianuarie-februarie 1938, pp. 45-49.  

9. AGÂRBICEANU, Ion, Iubirea – inima creştinismului, în „AGRU. Organul 

AsociaŃiei Generale a Românilor UniŃi”, Cluj, anul IX, nr. 7-8, iul.-aug. 1938, pp. 

193-196.  

10. AGÂRBICEANU, Ion, [I. Ag.],  Directivele creştine în frunte!, în „AGRU. 

Organul AsociaŃiunei Generale a Românilor UniŃi”, Cluj, Tipografia „Diecezană”, 

anul X, nr. 1, ianuarie 1939, pp. 8-9. 

11. AGÂRBICEANU, I., Mărturisiri, în „Revista FundaŃiilor Regale”, anul VIII, nr. 

12, 1 decembrie 1941, pp. 524-560. 

12. AGÂRBICEANU, Ion, Preotul ardelean de odinioară, în „Transilvania”, anul 73, 

nr. 9, septembrie 1942, pp. 653-660. 

13. AGÂRBICEANU, Ion, Familia preoŃească după Unire, în „Unirea”, nr. 28, 10 

iulie 1943, pp. 1-3. 

14. AGÂRBICEANU, Ion, Octavian Goga [necrolog], în „AGRU. Organul AsociaŃiei 

Generale a Românilor UniŃi”, Cluj, anul IX, nr. 6, iunie 1938, p. 162.  

 

II. Critical bibliography 

 

A. In volume: 

 

1. ARDELEANU, Virgil, Însemnări despre proză, Bucureşti, Editura pentru 

Literatură, 1966. 
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2. BALOTĂ, Nicolae, Prozatori români ai secolului XX, Deva, Editura Viitorul 

Românesc, 1997. 

3. Protopop BICHIGEAN, Gavril, „Chipul literar” al preotului în opera părintelui 

Ion Agârbiceanu, BistriŃa, Tipografia G. Matheiu, 1938. 

4. BRAD, Ion, Ion Agârbiceanu, „Sfânt părinte al literaturii române”. O evocare de 

Ion Brad, Bucureşti, Editura Academiei Române, 2007. 

5. BRATEŞ, Radu, Aspecte din viaŃa Blajului. EdiŃie îngrijită de VoichiŃa Ionescu şi 

Liana Biriş, Cluj-Napoca, Editura Clusium, 2008. 

6. BREAZU, Ion, Studii de literatură română şi comparată. Vol. I. EdiŃie îngrijită, 

bibliografie şi indice de nume de Mircea Curticeanu, Cluj, Editura Dacia, 1970. 

7. BREAZU, Ion, Studii de literatură română şi comparată. Vol. II. EdiŃie îngrijită, 

postfaŃă, bibliografie şi  indice de nume de Mircea Curticeanu, Cluj, Editura Dacia, 

1973. 

8. BREAZU, Ion, Literatura Transilvaniei. Studii. Articole. ConferinŃe, Bucureşti, 

Editura Casa Şcoalelor, 1944. 

9. BUZAŞI, Ion, Scriitorii români şi Blajul. MenŃiuni de istorie literară, Bucureşti, 

Editura Didactică şi Pedagogică, R.A., 1997. 

10. BUZAŞI, Ion, „Tâlcurile” părintelui Ion Agârbiceanu, prefaŃă la vol. Ion 

Agârbiceanu, Căile fericirii. Coordonator prof. Cornelia Lucia Frişan. PrefaŃă şi 

bibliografie selectivă prof. Ion Buzaşi, Blaj, Editura Buna Vestire, Biblioteca Agru, 

2004, pp. 3-9. 

11. BUZAŞI, Ion, Sensuri creştine în opera lui Ion Agârbiceanu, prefaŃă la vol. Ion 

Agârbiceanu, FaŃa de lumină a creştinismului, Blaj, Editura Buna Vestire, 2005, 

pp. 3-9. 

12. BUZAŞI, Ion; Gavrilă, Radu; Ion Agârbiceanu şi Astra. Antologie şi prefaŃă de Ion 

Buzaşi şi Radu Gavrilă, Dej, Editura Astra, 2008. 

13. BUZAŞI, Ion, Blajul, Biserică – Şcoală – NaŃiune, Târgu Lăpuş, Editura Galaxia 

Gutenberg, 2010. 

14. CÂNDROVEANU, Hristu, Literatura română pentru copii. Scriitori contemporani, 

Bucureşti, Editura Albatros, 1988. 

15. CHENDI, Ilarie, SchiŃe de critică literară, Bucureşti, Cultura NaŃională, 1924. 

16. CIOCULESCU, Şerban, VarietăŃi critice, Bucureşti, Editura pentru literatură, 1966. 

17. CIOPRAGA, Const., Literatura română între 1900-1918, Iaşi, Editura Junimea, 

1970. 



 18 

18. CONSTANTINESCU, Pompiliu, Scrieri I. EdiŃie îngrijită de ConstanŃa 

Constantinescu, cu o prefaŃă de Victor Felea, Bucureşti, Editura pentru Literatură, 

1967. 

19. CUBLEŞAN, Constantin, Clasici şi moderni, Bucureşti, Editura Gramar, 2003. 
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UniversităŃii din Timişoara, Seria ŞtiinŃe Filologice, Vol. V, 1967. 
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O. Iosif, I. Agârbiceanu, Ilarie Chendi, Arad, Editura Librăriei Diecezane, 1925. 

22. MĂRGINEANU, Ion; Buzaşi, Ion; Macaveiu, Voicu, Ioan, Ion Agârbiceanu sau 

armonia dintre om şi scriitor – 125 – , Alba Iulia, Editura Altip, 2008. 

23. MICU, Dumitru, Început de secol 1900 – 1916. Curente şi scriitori, Bucureşti, 

Editura Minerva, 1970. 

24. NEGOIłESCU, I., Scriitori moderni. Cuvânt înainte de Emil Hurezeanu. 

Antologie, postfaŃă şi notă biobibliografică de Mihai Ungheanu, Bucureşti, Editura 

Eminescu, 1996. 

25. PERPESSICIUS, Opere 4. MenŃiuni critice, Bucureşti, Editura Minerva, 1971. 

26. PERPESSICIUS, Opere 5. MenŃiuni critice, Bucureşti, Editura Minerva, 1972. 

27. POPA, Mircea, Introducere în opera lui Ion Agârbiceanu, Bucureşti, Editura 

Minerva, 1982.  

28. POPA, Mircea, Homo militans, Cluj-Napoca, Editura Napoca Star, 2000. 

29. POPA, Mircea, InserŃii. ContribuŃii şi precizări documentare, Cluj-Napoca, Editura 

Casa CărŃii de ŞtiinŃă, 2003. 

30. POPA, Mircea, MeditaŃiile creştine ale lui Ion Agârbiceanu, prefaŃă la volumul 

FaŃa de lumină a creştinismului – meditaŃii, Cluj-Napoca, Editura Eikon, 2006, pp. 

5-10. 

31. POPA, Mircea, Uleiul din candelă. Astra şi spiritul Blajului, Blaj, Editura Astra, 

2009. 

32. POPESCU, Ion, Apostol, Studii de folclor şi artă populară, Bucureşti, Editura 

Minerva, 1970. 

33. REGMAN, Cornel, Agârbiceanu şi demonii. Studiu de tipologie literară. EdiŃia a 

II-a revăzută şi adăugită, Piteşti, Editura Paralela 45, ColecŃia „Cercul literar de la 

Sibiu”, 2001. 
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34. SASU, Aurel; Vartic, Mariana, Romanul românesc în interviuri. O istorie 

autobiografică. Antologie, sinteze bibliografice şi indice de Aurel Sasu şi Mariana 

Vartic, vol. I, II, III, Bucureşti, Editura Mineva, 1985 – 1986. 

35. VATAMANIUC, Dimitrie, Ion Agârbiceanu, Bucureşti, Editura Albatros, 1970. 

36. VATAMANIUC, D., Ion Agârbiceanu. Biobibliografie, Bucureşti, Editura 

Enciclopedică Română, 1974. 

37. VLAD, Ion, Povestirea. Destinul unei structuri epice (Dimensiunile eposului), 

Bucureşti, Editura Minerva, 1972. 

38. VIANU, Tudor, Studii de literatură universală şi comparată. EdiŃia a II-a revăzută 

şi adăugită, Bucureşti, Editura Academiei Republicii Populare Române, 1963. 

39. ZACIU, Mircea, Ion Agârbiceanu, Bucureşti, Editura pentru Literatură, 1964. 

40. ZACIU, Mircea, Masca geniului, Bucureşti, Editura pentru Literatură, 1967. 

41. ZACIU, Mircea, Ion Agârbiceanu, Bucureşti, Editura Minerva, Seria Universitas, 

1972. 

42. ZACIU, Mircea, Ceasuri de seară cu Ion Agârbiceanu. Mărturii – Comentarii – 

Arhivă, Cluj-Napoca, Editura Dacia, 1982. 
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Editura Cartea Românească, 1982. 
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Bucureşti, Editura FundaŃiei Culturale Române, 1996, pp. 210-241. 
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2. AŞTILEANU, T., Licean… odinioară, în „Unirea”, nr. 48, 27 noiembrie 1943, pp. 

2-3. 

3. BENIUC, Mihai, Ion Agârbiceanu la 80 de ani, în „Gazeta literară”, anul IX, nr. 38 

(445), joi 20 septembrie 1962, pp. 1,7. 

4. BRAD, Ion, Ion Agârbiceanu. Introducere la studiul vieŃii şi operei (I), în „Gazeta 

literară”, anul IX, nr. 36 (443), joi 6 septembrie 1962, pp. 1-6. 

5. Dr. BRÂNZEU, Nicolae, Amintiri din Seminar. Cu prilejul jubileului de 60 de ani 

al păr. I. Agârbiceanu, în „Unirea”, nr. 2, 9 ianuarie 1943, pp. 1-3. 
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6. BREAZU, Ion, Ion Agârbiceanu, în „Gând românesc”, nr. 1, anul I, mai, 1933, p. 

75. 

7. BREAZU, Ion, Ion Agârbiceanu are 75 de ani, în „Steaua”, anul VIII (91), nr. 9, 

Cluj, septembrie 1956, pp. 28-34. 

8. BREAZU, Ion, Ion Agârbiceanu, în „Gazeta ilustrată”, anul III, nr. 3-4, martie-

aprilie 1934, p. 50. 

9. BUZAŞI, Ion, Şcolile Blajului în literatură, în „Tribuna”, anul XVI, nr. 28 (812), 

13 iulie 1972, p. 4. 

10. BUZAŞI, Ion, În satul copilăriei lui Ion Agârbiceanu, în „Unirea”, anul XV, nr. 

3513, Alba Iulia, 16 septembrie 1982, p. 3. 

11. BUZAŞI, Ion, Ion Agârbiceanu inedit. Biblioteca Blajului, în „Astra blăjeană”, 

anul X, nr. 3 (36), septembrie 2005, pp. 1, 7. 

12. BUZAŞI, Ion, Ion Agârbiceanu – 125. Două cărŃi omagiale, în „Steaua”, Anul 

LVIII, Nr. 10-11 / 2007, pp. 66-68. 

13. BUZAŞI, Ion, Agârbiceanu şi Marea Unire, în „Steaua”, Anul LIX, Nr. 1 / 2008, 

pp. 17-18. 

14. BUZAŞI, Ion, Ion Agârbiceanu – despre faŃa de lumină a creştinismului, în 

„Steaua”, Anul LVII, Nr. 6 / 2007, pp. 52-55. 

15. CIOBANU, Nicolae, Ion Agârbiceanu. Miticul şi realul (I), în „Luceafărul”, anul 

XXVI, nr. 12 (1090), sâmbătă 26 martie 1983, p. 6. 

16. CIOCULESCU, Şerban, Poetul miresmelor, în „Gazeta literară”, anul IX, nr. 38 

(445), joi 20 septembrie 1962, p. 6. 

17. CIOPRAGA, Constantin, Idei pentru un portret, în „Tribuna”, anul I, nr. 32, Cluj 

14 septembrie 1957, p. 6. 

18. CIURA, Al., Un roman nou. I. Agârbiceanu: «Legea minŃii (Povestea altei vieŃi)». 

Roman, în „Societatea de mâine”, anul V, nr. 16-17, Cluj, 1 şi 15 septembrie, 1928, 

pp. 308-309. 

19. CUBLEŞAN, Constantin, Ion Agârbiceanu. Restabiliri, în „Manuscriptum”, anul 

III, nr. 1, 1972, pp. 170 – 171. 

20. CUBLEŞAN, Constantin, Ion Agârbiceanu: Povestiri şi nuvele (I), în „Tribuna”, 

anul XVI, nr. 7 (791), 17 februarie 1972, p. 14. 

21. D. P., Părintele Ion Agârbiceanu, în „ViaŃa ilustrată”, anul X, nr. 3,  martie 1943, 

pp. 30-31. 
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22. DAICOVICIU, C. Acad.; Felea, Victor; Gurghianu, Aurel; Istrati, Ion; Rău, Aurel; 

SperanŃia, Eugen, Citindu-l pe Agârbiceanu, în „Steaua”, anul XIII, nr. 9 (151), 

Cluj, septembrie 1962, pp. 12-22. 

23. DAN, Sergiu Pavel, Fiorul legendei în proza lui Agârbiceanu, în „Steaua”, anul 

XXIII, serie nouă, nr. 5, Cluj, 1-15 martie 1972, pp. 22-23. 

24. DRIMBA, Ovidiu, Note, în „Revista FundaŃiilor regale”, anul IX, nr. 10, octombrie 

1942, p. 482 

25. FANACHE, V., Părerile despre artă, în „Steaua”, anul XIII, nr. 9 (151), Cluj, 

septembrie 1962, pp. 114-117. 

26. FULICEA, Virgil, Lumea lui Agârbiceanu, în „Tribuna”, anul I, nr. 32, Cluj 14 

septembrie 1957, p. 7. 

27. GOIA, Vistian, Ion Agârbiceanu. Posibila întoarcere, în „Steaua”, nr. 9, 

septembrie 1982, pp. 7-8, reprodus în volumul Vistian Goia, Labirintul identităŃii. 

Amintiri, jurnale, memorii, Cluj-Napoca, Editura Ecou Transilvan, 2012, pp. 77-84. 

28. GROZA, Petru, Ion Agârbiceanu, în „Tribuna”, anul I, nr. 32, Cluj 14 septembrie 
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29. HAłIEGANU, Iuliu, Chemarea scriitorului, în „Tribuna”, anul I, nr. 32, Cluj 14 

septembrie 1957, p. 7. 

30. IORGA, N., Povesteşte preotul Ioan Agârbiceanu…, în „Cuget clar” (Noul 

sămănător), anul I, nr. 1, Bucureşti, 15 iulie 1936, pp. 65-66. 

31. JACQUIER, Henri, PreŃuire, în „Tribuna”, anul I, nr. 32, Cluj 14 septembrie 1957, 
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32. LUNGU, Ion, Agârbiceanu – romancierul, în „Steaua”, anul XIII, nr. 9 (151), Cluj, 

septembrie 1962, pp. 96-98. 

33. MICU, Dumitru, Realismul critic al prozei lui Ion Agârbiceanu, în „Steaua”, anul 

XIII, nr. 9 (151), Cluj, septembrie 1962, pp. 55-66.  

34. NEGOIłESCU, I., Valori stilistice în nuvelele lui Agârbiceanu, în „ViaŃa 
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Seminarului, Blaj, pp. 69-72. 

43. SPERANłIA, Eugeniu, Agârbiceanu, poetul, în „Tribuna”, anul I, nr. 32, Cluj 14 

septembrie 1957, p. 8. 
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Buzaşi. PrefaŃă de Ion Brad, Bucureşti, Editura Albatros, 1986. 

2. BUZAŞI, Ion; Mărgineanu, Ion, Blaj, lumina din desagă, Antologie lirică dedicată 
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