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ABSTRACT

The paper The Schools of Blaj in Literature has as a subject of research the
image of the educational system of Blaj as it is mentioned in the pages of literature
dedicated to it by writers and poets whose destiny was somehow linked to the culture
of Blaj. Due to the complexity and the vastness of the topic, a multidisciplinary
approach was needed. It also required some studies in various fields such as theory,
criticism and literary history, the Romanian history, the science of education. The
abstract comprises the reasons that led to the choice of this topic, the aim of the
research method, the structure of the chapters, the emphasis of the original elements
in the paper, and also some methodological clarifications. The aim of this paper is to
offer a wide perspective on a topic often dealt with by writers who were involved in
the educational system from the small town situated at the confluence of the two
Tarnave, underlying the most relevant aspects of the instructive and educational
process, seen from the perspective of the subjectivity and experience of the authors.
Aspects related to the organization of the educational system were highlighted, also
the close relationship and interdependence between school and church, the moral
values cultivated in these places of worship and culture, the detachment of some
Important teachers, aspects of the teacher-student relationship and the ways stylistic
methods used by writers can suggest a typical atmosphere of the schools of Blaj. The
originality of the work is given by the study of a large number of works of various
genres and literary species, in which the image of the schools Blaj is captured, trying
to include representative texts for the chosen topic. The novelty of the subject of
research is determined by the need for some reference models in a society where the
educational system is in a constant change and the moral values of the society seem to
be unclear.

Chapter I, Introduction, contains a path from the general to the particular,
starting from the illustration of some aspects of universal literature, to present then

some coordinates of this theme in the Romanian literature. Two main directions were
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identified, the positive model, admiring the teacher and a negative one of the harsh
teacher with an old teaching style. From the universal literature there have been
selected some works of Charles Dickens (The Life of David Copperfield), Rudyard
Kipling (stalk & Co), Alain Fournier 7(The Lost Path), James Joyce (A Portrait of the
artist as a young man), works that bring to the fore aspects of the school life, drawing
our attention to the diversity and complexity of the topic.

Also the Romanian literature gives an important part to the topic of theme
schooling, including a varied issues. Complexity comes from the fact that the school
IS mentioned in literature and artistic means in terms of different genres and different
literary species. The school image is projected in a certain manner in the epic genre
(represented by sketches, short stories and novels of writers such as Alecsandri, lon
Slavici lon Creanga, Delavrancea Barbu Stefanescu, lon Luca Caragiale, lonel
Teodoreanu, Grigore Bijenaru, Sadoveanu, Nichifor Crainic, etc.) other than the
dramatic genre (whose most notable is lon Luca Caragiale), and completely different
in the lyric one (an admiring tone, often elegiac in the poems of Octavian Goga,
Dascalul si Dascalita, or with a playful tone in the poetry of lon Minulescu -
Primavara inutila, or with the specific disappointment of George Bacovia from
Liceu).

The second chapter, Blaj — the town with two dimensions: history and culture
deal with the important moments of history, capturing the main events that marked
the existence of this small town and became a center of religious, educational,
cultural of Transylvania and of the Romanian countries, in general. It is specified the
first document of the town, the origin of the settlement at the confluence of Tarnave,
the fundamental role of the Greek Catholic Inocentiu Micu-Klein in turning Blaj into
the center of Romanian tradition in Transylvania, the importance of opening the first
school in Transylvania during Bishop Petru Pavel Aron, the involvement of teachers
and alumni from the schools of Blaj in all the movements with a national impact,
supporting mass enlightenment, the liberation from the foreign domination and the

union of all Romanians.



Chapter three, The Schools of Blaj - "the fountain of gifts" is intended as an
overview of the history of these institutions, emphasizing the role that was played in
the cultural and social emancipation of the Romanians in Transylvania, showing
moments representative of the Romanian culture — The Transylvanian School, The
Revolution of 1848, the Great Union of 1918, but also the troubled times of the
history of the school of Blaj - the so-called " the lemenian process". The final chapter
emphasizes the cultural priorities of the schools of Blaj, which have secured a
pioneering status for many generations. Among the initiatives of Blaj there is
included the concern for creating a fund of Romanian books, a considerable
advantage being the printing press which was brought from Balgrad to Blaj as early
as the time of Petru Pavel Aron. Under the direction of Timotei Cipariu, the first
school magazine manuscript was issued in Blaj, "Aurora", starting with 1838, was
born the first Romanian publication written entirely in Latin ("The enlightenment
body", 1847-1848). To him we owe the first specialized magazine ("“The Archive for
philology and history"”, Blaj, 1867-1872). Blaj remains a landmark in the field of
folklore by Nicolae Pauletti’s concerns to collect folklore from the valley Secaselor,
included in Cdntari si strigaturi romanesti de cari canta fetele si ficiorii §i striga
jucdnd , written by Nicolae Pauletti, in 1838, collection that stands out through
innovation, variety, beauty and the preservation of authentic forms without interfering
with the poetic text.

The schools of Blaj have the merit of having organized the first known
theatrical performance so far, a year after they were opened, namely on the occasion
of Christmas in 1755, when "students formed a comedia ambulatoria alumnorum,
who performed the play not only in Blaj, but also in other regions of Transylvania and
in Sebesul Saxon, Alba lulia and Vintu de Jos. "This field of plays amplifies the merit
of the schools Blaj through the existence among the manuscripts of the first
Romanian play kept by the scholars with the title of A scolasticilor de la Blaj

facere..., kept below the ms. rum. 307 in The Academic Library Department of Cluj ".



The fourth chapter, The Schools of Blaj in literature are based on research
work, which is divided into five chapters, focusing on the main areas of literature
from which the image of the school of Blaj emerged, seen by literary figures, in
different literary species.

The sub-chapter begins with a theoretical part related to the division of this
category into actual memoirs, correspondence and diary. Within the memoirs there
were analyzed from the point of view of the school theme, the work Povestea unei
vieti by Stefan Manciulea, Amintiri din viata scolara a Blajului by lustin Iliesiu,
Memorii. De la o agricultura la alta by Emil Negrutiu, Glasul memoriei by Vistian
Goia and Unde esti, copilarie? De la Cergau la Blaj si mai departe... by Petru
Sechel. All these pages of unpublished memoirs capture unusual impressions of the
school life in Blaj, seen especially from the point of view of the student but also from
that of a teacher at the school of Blaj — the case of Stefan Manciulea. It is obvious the
generally melancholic attitude and gratitude to these educational institutions, the
teachers who have shaped the destiny of memoirs and the role these schools built for
the Romanian people are praised. They are combined with the recalling of some
funny moments that occurred by the violation of the strict school rules, remembering
specific activities to the young age, first love, and first disappointments, hardships of
a life lived in poverty, with little support received from parents and the Metropolitan
Church.

The subchapter concerning the correspondence, Epistolar blajean ,contains a
theoretical approach of the term correspondence, and then the scholastic aspects of
the correspondence addressed to Timotei Cipariu to George Barit are presented. In the
same way it is presented the correspondence of lon Micu Moldovan to Nicolae
Comsa, of Dan Paul to lon Chinezu and to his uncle Dumitru Dan and the
correspondence received by lon Brad from the “people of Blaj". From the letters on
Blaj one can sense the atmosphere specific of schools, anchored in the reality of the
time, capturing both problems, lacks, conflicts faced by students and teachers of that

period, but also thanks, satisfactions, pleasant moments. In Cipariu’s correspondence,
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in that of lon Bianu and lon Brad it is obvious the good collaboration of Blaj with the
other Romanian cultural centers, Brasov, Bucharest ie. It is also mentioned the
permanent mutual aid between teachers and former students of the schools of Blaj on
various issues: the support and the financial aid provided to those students considered
promising for the future of Romanian culture, the publishing and the purchasing of
Romanian magazines and books, the organization of activities and events. The
authenticity of these pages is a true documentary source for the study of some epochs,
from different perspectives: educational, historical, cultural.

A historical — literary curiosity is the diary signed with the pen name of Aral
Chaz, entitled Conspiratia din ,,sub Hurubi” - insemndrile unui fost student din - in
which it is recorded a revolt against the improper attitude of one of the teachers, Emil
Aciu. The pages of the diary capture in the foreground the actions of the
"conspiracy”, and in the background there are the coordinates of a student’s life in the
schools of Blaj. Aspects referring to sharing feelings of love by the young men to the
young ladies, under strict school regulations in the early twentieth century writing,
give a romantic touch. There are also depicted figures of teachers, for example the
teacher of Hungarian literature loan Sirbu, the History teacher, Grosu, the teacher of
German, Octavian Stroie.

A relevant detail for the literary criticism is the memory of Aaron Cotrus in
the notes dated from November 29, 190... His absence sparks rumors among the
students in class, but the real reason came quickly: the publication of the poem Tisa in
the magazine “Ramuri” drew the outrage of the Hungarian authorities, the student felt
compelled to flee to Bucharest. The details of the students’ school life, their attitude
of rebellion, some of them wanted to dodge the obligations and duties of student life,
gives a special flavor to the writings signed by Romul Boila with the pen name Aral
Chazi.

The subchapter Evocations, short stories and sketches highlights the short
prose of AL. Lupeanu-Melin, of Septimiu Popa and of Pavel Dan. The evocations of

the life of Blaj by Al. Lupeanu is a series of evocations arranged chronologically,
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forming another kind of history of Blaj, the writer’s reports being under the strong
influence of affection’. Al. Lupeanu-Melin’s evocations start with elements of myth,
fairy tale, legend, facilitating the transition to the world of the work, and then we
enter a world of the medieval city, and afterwards the evocations to focus on the
description and presentation of bishops, teachers, canonical men, uplifting moments
of Blaj - such as the Revolution of 1848 and the Great Union - and then there are
presented places from the town, aspects of the school life etc. Septimiu Popa joins the
good writers of the schools of Blaj through Caravanele Ardealului, manage to join
the caravans, a tribute of gratitude for all that has been and is Blaj and its people for
all the Romanian people.

A different note from the previous writers is made by Pavel Dan’s prose in
which the writer brings forth aspects of the educational reality, such as the status of
the teacher in a society in moral and material decay (Notes from Blaj, the male
teacher, the female teacher [The Teacher’s board], [The Maths Teacher] [Other
«Notes from Blaj"]), but also that of the students confronted with the severity of the
teachers and of the school regulations, or with the desire to escape from these
restrictions or even poor their preparation ([Two bottles of brandy], The male teacher,
The female teacher, failed exams). As part of the educational system of Blaj and
facing its difficulties and problems, Pavel Dan transfigured in his writings some
specific aspects of the school of Blaj between the two world wars, presenting them
with realism, and sometimes even with sarcasm and irony. Thus the idyllic picture of
the education in a small Transylvanian town fades in hues of nationalism, patriotism
sometimes taken to exaltation.

A more complex picture of the education of Blaj can be identified in the
pages of the novels dedicated to these cultural institutions, among which Arhanghelii
si Licean... odinioara bylon Agarbiceanu, Cdndva ma voi intoarce acasa by Teodor
Tanco, Descoperirea familiei, Intalnire periculoasd, Proces in recurs by lon Brad,
Cheia de fa by Stefan Luca and Bunavestire by Nicolae Breban. In analyzing these

novels | have managed to extract the image to each of the authors of these works on
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the schools of Blaj. | compared these images taking into account the personality of
those who present them, underlying similarities and differences and, last but not least,
| identified the aspects full of mythical elements from those presented with realism.

The subchapters The Schools of Blaj in poetry analyses odes dedicated to Blaj
and in the second part it captures the faces of the teachers of Blaj in poetry. These
poems, even if some are not of great artistic value, bring honor to Blaj and to its men,
keeping alive the flame of gratitude for all the achievements made in the service of
the Romanian people.

In the fifth chapter, Mihai Eminescu at the Schools of Blaj, are presented the
reasons that brought the great poet in the town at the confluence of Tarnave,
testimonies of some alumni from Blaj during his stay there, proofs of his presence
there both for the cultural life of the town as well as Eminescu's work: poems written
during this period and the time spent by our national poet in the small Transylvanian
town. The end is dedicated to an antieminescian pamphlet signed by Al. Grama, the
reasons for his writing and its echoes in eternity.

The last chapter is dedicated to the conclusions about what has been done in
the paper, the comments on the research results, possible strengths and weaknesses
emerging from the research work.

An important part of the work was devoted to the bibliography studied, which
could complete, clarify, develop any issues presented in the pages of my research. So
the paper The Schools of Blaj seeks to capture various aspects of the education in
Blaj, its importance for the Romanian culture and its evolution over time, with the
basic literary research inspired by the life, the activity of these institutions, also

mentioning the impact it had on those personalities and writers.
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