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INTRODUCTION  
This scientific study, whose research theme is 

entitled Church, history and culture illustrated in 

„Unirea” newspaper from Blaj, from the first issue to 

the Great Union (1891-1918), subsumes under 

nowadays primary concerns of historians of the 

Romanian Church United with Rome, of valorising all 

existent sources to objectively reconstitute the past of 

this Church. 

History records, at national and international 

level, interdiction of Uniate Church from Romania by 

the communist regime, as an immediate consequence 

being arresting of all its bishops, hundreds of priests, 

monks, nuns, but also laity, to oblige them to integrate 

into the Romanian Orthodox Church. Within the same 

context, all schools were closed, from primary schools to 

universities. Libraries, archives, publications issued by 

this Church were destroyed to their great extent, either in 

the process of transfer towards other institutions to be 

preserved in, such as National Archives, different state 

libraries or belonging to the Orthodox Church, or within 

some manifestations against imperialist reactionary 

elements, of the enemies of the nation. 

The strategy followed by the communist regime 

in the case of the Greek-Catholic Church focused on 

extensive destruction of any document referring or 

belonging to this. Partly, the action had the expected 

result: books, manuscripts, documents, priceless works 

of art were irremediably lost, to the historians only 

coming the role of recording their existence at a given 

time. Happily, as I previously mentioned, action was 

successful only partly, nowadays benefiting of different 

documentary funds from the National Archive of some 

counties or kept in state or private libraries. 
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Within our research we identified two major 

shortcomings: chronological discontinuity of documents 

and different geographical location of the same series of 

documents. Practically, whole collections of documents 

are split within different institutions from different 

localities. In this instance, the main source of the 

research theme is represented by Unirea newspaper from 

Blaj, whose collection falls within year 1891, year of 

first publication, and year 1918, year of the Great Union; 

this was found fragmentary on the territory of more 

counties, in institutions with similar concerns, other 

times different. Risk factor in this case is one assumed; 

within the preliminary stage we succeeded to make 

whole the collection by completing with missing issues 

or years. 

 Interest shown by historians in researching 

theological documents, either dogmatic or juridical, 

impeded Unirea newspaper being thoroughly 

researched, through the historical document itself. 

Practically, this newspaper was omitted by the 

researchers, even if not totally, offering nowadays 

possibility of valorising novelties from thousands of 

document pages of this newspaper’s collection.  

Novelty of this scientific approach is represented 

by restoring of the whole collection of the newspaper, 

measure fulfilled at present, and its valorisation as 

historical source. Applicability of the paper is based on 

complete information, which allows a general 

interpretative view, without the risk existent in the past 

of omitting potential documents. 

Starting from this guiding mark, we can approach 

analysis of actual phase of knowledge in the field, both 

at national and international level, relating to specialised 

literature reduced as quantity, usage of notion of new 
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references being somehow incorrect. We notice that 

accomplishments at national level are insufficient 

quantitatively and scientifically, importance of the theme 

not being an advantage in its approaching by historians. I 

support this statement by absence of some reference 

works between 1948 and 1989, a period forbidden to any 

specialised writing concerning the Romanian Uniate 

Church. 

The last 20 years record publication of some 

works, which include within their subject matter also 

references to the Church, history and culture from Blaj, 

dealt with in the light of ecclesiastical historicity. We 

succeeded to identify a small number of works, with a 

similar subject matter, majority dealing with the subject 

tangentially, remembering transiently different aspects 

useful to our research theme, unfortunately many of 

them offering incomplete or wrong information. As for 

the actual stage of knowledge in the field at international 

level, I can assert that specialised literature is inexistent. 

The main bibliographical source that we used 

was collection of Unirea newspaper for the time interval 

had in view by our research  and we demonstrated 

throughout the research, that this newspaper may be 

considered a historical source, from the point of view of 

elements characteristic to the source and valid examples 

on this line.  

Bibliography of this work includes titles studied 

until present, yet the list is open to completion with new 

works had in view. Unpublished documents, discovered 

on documentation process, complete information 

existent in the newspaper and about this newspaper, 

some of them obliging us to reconsider a series of hasty 

affirmations. Under existing conditions, I consider that 

realisation of this scientific work, represents an actual 
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necessity, both for specialised bibliography and history 

of the Uniate Church, contributing to reconstruction of 

informational mosaic that completes the ensemble of 

general history.  

 

CHAPTER I. „UNIREA” NEWSPAPER (1891-1918) 

- OVERVIEW 

Retrospectively noticing history of press from 

Blaj under the patronage of the Romanian Uniate church, 

we remark appetence of this institution’s important 

representatives, as well as their intuition of fulfilling the 

religious and national purpose also through press. An 

individual approach of the two elements, religious and 

national, could be wrong in the context of profound 

Romanian attitude of the Church, fundamentally 

changing the overall picture of the fight of Romanian 

nation from Transylvania for preserving national and 

cultural identity.  

Publication of a new organ, with ecclesiastical 

and political features, must be regarded as a well 

substantiated institutionalised measure, with major 

implications in the spreading area, having a wide 

perspective of future development. It is the case of 

Unirea newspaper from Blaj that bears the mention of 

ecclesiastical-political news sheet, whose first issue was 

published on 3 January 1891. 

Founders of the newspaper were professor priests 

Alexandru Grama PhD, Augustin Bunea PhD, Izidor 

Marcu PhD, Victor Szmigelski PhD and Vasile Hossu 

PhD. Without dispute, the five founders had named the 

new newspaper, Unirea, in honour of the church union 

from 1700. Having as bench mark the slogan of Unirea’s 

newspaper programme, announced by editor Vasile 

Hosu ever since publishing of the first issue of the 
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newspaper, God, my country and my nation!, we notice 

two main directions of approaching: the newspaper as 

platform for ecclesiastical propaganda and assuming 

fight for preserving Romanian national identity in 

Transylvania. 

The newspaper appears throughout its whole 

existence in A3 paper size, having the title of the 

newspaper centred on the upper part of the page, being 

framed by two informative boxes. The first one, located 

on the left side of the title, has the following mention 

Abonamentulu (Subscription) and includes information 

concerning its cost, while the second box, to the right 

side of the title, bears the mention Inserţiuni (Insertions) 

containing information referring to price of publishing 

advertisement articles and ads. 

Initially, the newspaper was issued once a week, 

on Saturdays. From 4 March 1911 onwards, with the 

10th issue of the newspaper, this appears three times a 

week, on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays. From 5 

June 1918, the newspaper will appear twice a week, on 

Wednesdays and Saturdays, until 9 November 1918, 

with 69th issue of the newspaper. From 12 November 

1918, the newspaper will change the owner, shape, 

content and editorial board, turning into the propaganda 

newspaper of the Romanian National Council from Blaj. 

 

 

CHAPTER II. „UNIREA” NEWSPAPER - A 

MEANS OF EMANCIPATION AND 

DEVELOPMENT OF RELIGIOUS AND 

NATIONAL CONSCIENCE  
Following failure of the Revolution from 1848, 

national grievances were taken over and were 

regularized by institution of the Church, Uniate and 
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Orthodox, each of them following its own assertion also 

through the national element. Ecclesiastical propaganda 

with dogmatic emphases more often intertwined with 

national propaganda, this way being attempted to 

speculate on the Romanian, national element for the 

convenience of own religious interest. The time span of 

almost two centuries elapsed from the church union 

determined major changes on the ecclesiastical map of 

Transylvania. 

The Uniate Church took the advantage of the 

official acknowledgement of its Romanian character and 

succeeded by it to offer the future perspective of 

Romanian nation from Transylvania. Obviously, this 

perspective was tightly connected by emancipation of 

the nation, positive development of national and 

religious conscience. 

Church followed throughout its endeavour both 

components, religious and national, as a whole 

convergent towards fulfilling the essential wish, national 

unity. Definitely, both Churches followed and wished 

national unity, but each of them considered naturally that 

this unity to be achieved around own confession. This 

interest aroused fierce polemic between supporters of the 

two ecclesiastical institutions, press involving in the 

dispute, sometimes as players other times as judges. 

Developing religious conscience of Romanians 

from Transylvania, as first consequence of religious 

emancipation, was in the opinion of the Uniate Church, 

the base of national conscience, compulsory act in 

attaining the final purpose represented by the grievance 

of the union. Yet, success of this step taken assumed and 

depended on a series of preceding actions, both at the 

level of own clergy and that of the laity. Role of the 

priest in parochial community became essential, even 
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determinant in the educative and civilizing process of the 

nation, due to permanent contact with own believers, 

and, by extension, with the whole Romanian community. 

For the nation, the priest represented not only the 

shepherd of the souls, but also a role model in every day 

life.  

Starting from this consideration, Church paid 

special attention to training the clergy, quality of their 

performance being to a great extent result of moral 

education and knowledge acquired in theological 

seminaries. Yet, it was needed a continuation of the 

educational process, both to avoid to put an upper limit 

on, routine, and continuous training of the priest. 

  

  

CHAPTER III. „UNIREA” NEWSPAPER AS 

HISTORICAL SOURCE 

The study follows two coordinates along internal 

and external ecclesiastical events and that of laic events. 

By the ten distinct points, identified with Death of 

Archbishop and Metropolitan Ioan Vancea de Buteasa 

(1892), Election of Archbishop and Metropolitan Victor 

Mihali de Apşa (1894), Election of Lugoj Bishop, 

Dimitrie Radu (1896), Death of Oradea-Mare’s Bishop, 

Mihai Pavel (1902), Election of Lugoj Bishop, Vasile 

Hossu (1903), Death of Bishop Ioan Sabo (1911), 

Election of Lugoj Bishop, Valeriu Traian Frenţiu (1913) 

Death of Bishop Vasile Hossu (1916), Election of Gherla 

Bishop, Iuliu Hossu (1917), Death of Archbishop and 

Metropolitan Victor Mihali (1918), the scientific 

research of the above remembered events, reveals 

existence of some new or less studied aspects and 

demonstrates once more credibility of newspaper Unirea 

as historical source. 
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 External ecclesiastical events, presented in four 

points, are identified as following: Death of Pope Leo 

XIII (1903), Election of Pope Pius X (1903), Death of 

Pope Pius X (1914) and Election of Pope Benedict XV 

(1914). Also in this case results of research confirmed 

assumption according which newspaper Unirea may be 

used as historical source. 

 National history and ecclesiastical history: 

intertwinements, represents an analysis of the degree and 

ways of involvement of the Uniate Church at 

institutional level in preparing the Union from 1918. 

Involvement of the Romanian Uniate Church in the 

Union. Details offers data about the role of bishops and 

priests in preparing the National Councils of Towns and 

Communes, of national Guards in localities with 

predominant Romanian population from Transylvania. 

 Uniate and Orthodox Romanian parishes, served 

as main structure in realisation of the Union, they being 

led, in most cases, by the parish priests. A fragment from 

this paper is also reserved to Blaj seminarists’ 

participation in preparing institutions that followed to 

ensure taking over of administrative and military 

structures in Transylvania.  

 The Great National Assembly from Alba Iulia, 

which took place on 1 December 1918, records 

representation of the two Romanian churches from 

Transylvania, Orthodox and Uniate, at the highest 

hierarchic level: the Orthodox bishop Miron Cristea, 

patriarch to-be, and the Uniate bishop Iuliu Hossu, 

known to the wide audience to be the one who read the 

Union’s Proclamation.  

 Involvement of Unirea newspaper in preparing 

the Union from 1918 offers interesting information and 

details on implication of the main media means of the 
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Uniate Church, Unirea newspaper from Blaj. Taking 

over of this ecclesiastical newspaper and its temporary 

transformation into the main propaganda vehicle of the 

Romanian National Council from Blaj proved to be 

essential and compulsory for communicating in real-time 

information from the Centre towards population. 

We notice two types of articles published within 

propaganda issues: document articles, such as appeals, 

press statements, manifests, orders and patriotic articles, 

such as enthusiastic urges, poems, etc. Editors’ 

professionalism and expertise of editorial office created 

a modern and efficient propagandistic apparatus. 

Dominated numerically by Uniate priests, the editorial 

office gave to the published articles also a dose of 

subjectivity, identified with the point of view shared by 

the Uniate Church. After the Union from 1918, the 

newspaper gradually becomes through consecutive 

phases to its initial form, only with small modifications 

inherent to the transformation process.  

 

CHAPTER IV. „UNIREA” NEWSPAPER - 

PROMOTER OF CULTURE AS MEANS OF 

PRESERVING THE ROMANIAN IDENTITY 

DEFINING ELEMENT FROM TRANSYLVANIA 

For almost two centuries, cultural activity 

initiated and sponsored by the Uniate Church depended 

to a great extent by wish of the bishops of affirming 

church also at this level, used more than once as cover 

for national emancipation. Historical-political realities 

obliged the Church to take measures that focused on 

encouraging and supporting all cultural domains, as 

means of preserving the Romanian element from 

Transylvania. 
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Development of spiritual and material necessities 

of the Romanians from Transylvania determined the 

Uniate Church to assume itself the role of culture’s 

promoter. If in the first phase, culture was promoted by 

the Church by unilateral wish of the bishop, according to 

the followed purpose, the second phase is marked by a 

radical change in views, culture being found in the text 

of III
rd

 Provincial Synod from 1909. 

Including within norms of the Uniate Church of 

articles concerning realisation of a fund to allow 

continuity of some cultural actions, such as also the 

public debate initiated by Unirea newspaper on this 

subject, opened an authentic Pandora’s Box related to 

the training of priests in the ecclesiastical and civil 

legislative field. Considerable amounts of money that 

may have been directed towards cultural actions were 

lost annually due to priests’ ignorance. Rural population 

was indirectly exposed to these losses, if we take into 

consideration the fact that in majority of the cases the 

peasant appealed to the priest as intermediary in relation 

with the State. 

Institutionally and individually, culture imposes 

the pace of one nation’s emancipation. The category of 

the Romanian nation from Transylvania is no exception 

from these principles, different being only the context of 

their application. In the dualist Austrian-Hungarian 

Empire, wherein Romanians as cultural entity were 

permanently discriminated, subjected to forced 

Magyarization at all levels, by which the legitimate wish 

of preserving Romanian national identity was regarded 

as revolt against domination, talking about a national 

cultural movement seems almost irrational. 

And still, this cultural movement existed through 

the two Romanian churches from Transylvania, the 
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Uniate and the Orthodox. Area and liberty of action of 

each Church depended on the status had in relation with 

the Empire. 

Supplementary to this institutionalised cultural 

movement existed also a cultural movement formed 

from exceptional individualities, from the field of music, 

painting and literature. The actions of this 

complementary cultural movement had a much more 

direct impact and were felt more thoroughly by the 

Romanian population through simplicity and easiness of 

their understanding. The great number of illiterate 

Romanian population from Transylvania, especial from 

the rural environment, obliged the Uniate Church to 

order actions and domains that it was going to take care 

of. 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

Approach of the research itself may seem 

surprising, analysis of Unirea newspaper being made 

from the viewpoint of the historical document and not 

the organ. For the first time following 1948, we 

succeeded to make whole collection of Unirea 

newspaper, it being the only complete issue, both in the 

printed variant and on electronic support, of this 

collection, for the period had in view by the scientific 

research. Starting with this advantage, the scientific 

approach was based on the correct information, not 

appealing to assumptions or hypotheses, result being an 

objective interpretation, with scientifically documented 

arguments. 

Intention of the Church of developing religious 

conscience of own believers falls within its sacred 

mission, pursuant to Christian belief. It not only limited 

to this segment of Romanian Uniate population, but 
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focused on the large majority of Transylvanian 

Romanians. All Romanian beings were needed, united in 

spirit and feelings for fulfilling the wish of the union. 

Developing the religious conscience was result of 

emancipation wanted and promoted by the Church. Yet, 

success of this measure assumed preparation of all 

involved factors, the first targeted being priests. 

The Uniate Church was actively involved against 

all political actions initiated by the government against 

Transylvanian Romanians, priests becoming authentic 

activists for the cause of national unity. More than once, 

their efficiency proved beneficent, their position and 

attitude around the union being essentially important. 

Next to religious conscience, the Church laid 

special emphasis on developing national conscience of 

Transylvanian Romanians, as base of union’s realisation. 

The most relevant factor for identification of a nation is 

its language. This was known by the Church, and equally 

by the Hungarian government which attempted through 

different legislative initiatives to fight against usage of 

Romanian language. The targeted domain was 

confessional education, the sole accepted with 

Romanian, as teaching language.  

Unirea newspaper contributed essentially to 

emancipation of the Romanian nation, by pertinent 

information sent through different published articles, 

active involvement and valid support of editorial office 

granted to the Church and priests in their undertaken 

actions. Union wouldn’t have been possible without 

attaining a certain level of religious and national 

conscience of the nation. Religious and national 

conscience determined the series of actions undertaken 

by the nation to preserve and affirm national identity, 

contributing essentially to the union from 1918. 
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Altogether, the paper represents a pioneering 

effort, offering satisfaction of discovering unpublished 

documents, whose value evidences the feature of 

historical document of Unirea newspaper. Outputs 

contour the intention of founders of offering readers a 

modern newspaper, incorporated in Romanian 

Transylvanian press. The information that accumulated 

within research, either unpublished or already known, 

integrates into the general effort of the historians of 

revealing to the young generation the tumultuous history 

of Romanian Church United with Rome. 

An authentic history, strictly based on documents 

and verifiable information, is necessary for counteracting 

any attempts against real history of Romanian nation, 

history of the Uniate Church being an integrant of it.  
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