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 This paper proposes a monographic study both structured according to the canons of 

such an approach and trajectory of life and work of an important figure of Romanian literature 

and society - Ana Blandiana.        

The interest in the topic resulted from the desire to provide an overview of these 

aspects of work and existence. Another motivational fact aroused from the literary pen name 

of the writer, that became even the name she is known of throughout the world, name which 

derived from the village of her mother- Blandiana. The birthplace of the writer Romulus 

Rusan, Ana Blandiana`s husband is Alba Iulia, another reason of choosing the theme. 

 Up until now it was published just one monograph devoted to the writer, the one 

belonging to Iulian Boldea, published by Editura Aula in Brasov in 2000. However, her work 

benefits of a rich critical reception, favorable in most, from debut until now. It is considered 

that almost all the important literary publications printed at a certain point an article dedicated 

to Ana Blandiana or published an article signed by the distinguished writer. 

 With a rich study material, we tried to highlight the over five decades of poetry, 

fiction, journalism, essays, and also her involvement in the social and political life since 

December 1989. 

 The work Ana Blandiana. Monographical study is divided into three chapters, each 

with several chapters derived. 

 In the first chapter, entitled Biographical profile of the poet at odds with time, I 

followed chronologically Ana Blandiana`s life, by naming the key moments of her cultural 

destiny and also noting the existential patterns that have shaped her personality. The core 

research consists of the biographical elements that examines her childhood, the formative 

years and the literary development, the artistic environment of her cultural context. Born on 

March 25, 1942 in Timişoara, Otilia-Valeria Coman will be known as Ana Blandiana (inspired 

by the name of her maternal grandfather village) and by friends as Doina. The daughter of an 

Orthodox priest considered an enemy of the people, for Ana Blandiana is denied the right to 

publish on several occasions, despite her bending on writing since the early years of school. 

Her debut took place in 1959 in the magazine “Tribuna” from Cluj with the poem named 



Originality. The consequences were harsh, she was forbidden to be published and even lost the 

right to enroll in college from 1960 to 1963. She was right when she stated that she was first 

known as a banned poet, before being known as a poet. Her first volume of poems titled First 

person plural, was published in 1964, at Editura pentru Literatură and prefaced by Nicolae 

Manolescu. Until the next hushing she also published five volumes of poetry (The vulnerable 

heel, The third mystery, October , November, December, The sleep of sleep, Eye of cricket), 

four volumes of anthologies (Fifty Poems, Poems, The most beautiful poems, Time of sand), 

two volumes of prose (The four seasons, Past projects) and four collections of essays (As a 

witness, I write, you write, he, she, it writes, The best of all possible worlds, corridor of 

mirrors). 

 In 1984 were published four poems in the magazine Amfiteatru (I think, Children's 

Crusade, We, plants, Everything) that for the writer resulted in a new prohibition of 

publishing. The four poems, considered the first Romanian samizdat were translated and 

published in many countries. With us they spread transcribed by hand, especially the poetry 

All, which was considered an incriminating radiograph of Ceausescu's dictatorship. The 

volume Random happenings on my street, has the same fate because it is considered a political 

pamphlet, which draws on the author to another silence stage. 

 She has given numerous interviews on distinct qualities, as a poet (writer) and as a 

public figure, interviews in which are mirrored certain existential experiences (social, political, 

moral, bookish) that compose the revealing biography of the human Ana Blandiana. 

 Her literary activity was not confined only on Romanian grounds, but arrived at 

various points around the globe, Ana Blandiana being the messenger of our culture beyond 

borders, where she supports poetry recitals, public lectures, conferences, symposia, 

roundtables, dialogues with the readers. As a guest of universities, academies and cultural 

organizations, she undertakes several documentation and study trips in various European 

countries, the first being in 1969 in Italy. 

 Given the sumptuous opera and literary work, she has been rewarded with several 

prizes and awards, both at home and abroad, among which we mention only the first prize in 

1969 given by the Writers' Union with the distinction Order of the Legion of Honor with the 

rank of Chevalier from France in 2009 and Nihil Sine Deo medal from King Mihai I, in 2012. 



 Ana Blandiana is a foothold not universal but postwar Romanian literature because she 

is a real and total writer:  poet, novelist, essayist and publicist -  all in such a sensitive and 

delicate being. Ana Blandiana, an important voice of literature, is a charming presence, 

because of her nobility and gentleness, softness and tonicity which surrounds her. 

 The universe of her work refers to a concrete reality comprised of suffering and love, 

of the need for communication and freedom. Evolving under the tutelary spirit of interwar 

writers, her poetry took some influences, but showed expressiveness, clarity and originality of 

ideas and personal style. 

 The second chapter, The Metamorphoses of Poetry, divided into several chapters, 

tracks the evolution of the work in verse, from the socio- political and cultural context of the 

sixties, generation to which Ana Blandiana belongs, through all stages of her consecration: the 

adolescent innocence, purity and maculation, maturation, ontological meditations, religious 

vein, poetic arts, sleep, love and death. 

 Ana Blandiana, a representing figure of the sixties generation, is marked by the 

historical conditions in which she emerged and bore the ideological repression of the 

communist regime, as she confesses in an interview with Dan Rotaru: "I belong to the 

generation that started and has imposed after 1960. It is a generation that has been written 

about much. It was noted, however, that it's less of a group of writers united by a not so 

aesthetic ideal as through historical time. I mean the circumstances in which we appeared are 

alike, not the substance from which we came. We are not a literary movement, but a literary 

generation, a generation through which contemporary poetry is the bridge to interwar poetry". 

Memberships generation is expressed even in the title of her first volume of poetry, First 

person plural, which refers to us as a new generation designating voices united by common 

ideals, but different in expression. Through the vast opera which belongs to her, Ana 

Blandiana can be considered the consciousness of her generation. 

 Ana Blandiana is among neomodernist writers ,,with slender figure, but of a distinct 

lyrical heroine whose eternal feminine trait has a somewhat peculiar embodiment by some 

sharp angles, tougher lines, not so masculine, but given the age of preteen equivocal.", age that 

can be revealed through her poems that echoes frantic feelings, freshness and simplicity of 

lyrical confessions. 



 The lyrics Ana Blandiana wrote have a slight macular fear that appeared from the 

second volume of poems, The vulnerable heel. This shift to another state should not be 

considered a breakthrough but more as a mature shift. Appears the consciousness of limits, the 

inability to distinguish between herds and lotuses. 

 Ana Blandiana`s poems ,,seem like some beautiful lightnings written with glow on the 

blue sky" which reveal a poet who saw in poetry an essential language, an opportunity to think 

about the world, a unique and unrivaled knowledge. 

 The third chapter, Prose - poetic extensions, makes a survey of prose poems and one 

novel. The stories are both fantastic and poetic memoir, being a calendar of nature, a complete 

cycle of the year. Spring solstice, mentioned in the novel named Spring, and winter solstice, 

suggested in the story Theater lesson, are good interpenetration of the sacred and profane, of 

the real with the fantastic. Remarkable is the opinion of the critic Dan Culcer on the four 

stories of the first volume, which he considers to be ,,some dilated prose poems, descriptions 

of subjectivised extreme states. The narrative logic is essentially romantic, the nature, the 

environment are the reflection of moods." The tales of the second volume have unitary aspects 

in theme and structure and are based on social and historical realities. 

 The novel Applause drawer is a self transferring confession of lucid history and 

contemporaneity in their own creative consciousness to depict the spirit of the era, leading the 

reader through various media - the villages of the Danube, hospitals and rehabilitation centers, 

various meetings. The story is developed on three levels: Alexandru Serban's novel, writer 

harassed by the security, admitted to a rehabilitation center, the author of this narrative novel, 

an Alexandru Serban installed in another isolation somewhere in the Delta, where tries to 

write Ana Blandiana`s journal that transcribe novel facts. 

 The author is then treated as a essayist and journalist. The chapter presents the  

journalistic activity of the writer, undertaken with an inexhaustible intellectual fervor, the 

articles ranging from essay to the journal, tablets, travel notes, or reflexive narrative report. 

Changing residence from Cluj to Bucharest, she works as an editor at Student life between 

1967-1968, and then at the magazine “Amphitheatre” between 1967-1975. Here she publishes 

essays on poets who died prematurely under the heading Forever Young, wrapped in my cloak 

(1967-1970). In the magazine “Contemporanul” holds between 1968-1973 the heading 

initially  entitled Antijournal, and then  Correspondence. In the magazine “Romania literară” 



signs the heading Atlas during 1974-1988. Has a weekly column in “Romania liberă” from 

1997 to March 2001, and until recently, she signed each number of the magazine “Acolada”. 

 The last chapter presents certain civic and social activities because the  wave of the 

1989 revolution involved her in the political life, entering the Provisional Council of the 

National Salvation Front, but for a short period of time because in January 29, 1990 she 

resigns in protest for naming NSF a party. 

 In 1990 contributes to the reorganization of the Romanian Club Pen and becomes its 

president, as has been re-elected until 2004, when not running. In 1996 she is even proposed to 

run for president of the Pen Club , but for good reasons, she gives up before the election. Ana 

Blandiana also participates in conferences and congresses of the International Pen Club in 

Vienna, Paris, Prague, Guadalajara, Warsaw. 

 In 1990, also through the cooperation of the main civic associations and multiple 

personalities of the cultural, artistic, scientific and technical in Romania, civic nature 

association is established Civic Alliance, a representative body of the Romanian civil society. 

 In January 1993, Ana Blandiana proposes to the Council of Europe the project Victims 

of Communism Memorial in Sighet, a project that is well received and got the green light, but 

as a financing solution is founded the Civic Academy Foundation (April 1994). The 

fundamental purpose of the foundation is a good knowledge of the country's past and Eastern 

Europe by returning the truth (crudely forged in the communist terror). Ruin former Stalinist 

prison in Sighet was turned into a museum, each cell presenting a museum room about the 

great themes of communist repression. At the memorial project also operates an observatory, 

founded and led by Romulus Rusan. On the occasion of the seventh edition of the symposium 

in Sighet, in June 1999, the Museum Memorial opened an information spot belonging to the 

Council of Europe and dedicated to the fight against intolerance, promoted human rights and 

supported democracy. Each year, at the Summer School in Sighet, under the careful and 

responsible guidance of Ana Blandiana, thousands of young people learn the truth about recent 

history. 

 Taken together, literary creation and cultural and civic activities form a whole - the 

human being Ana Blandiana who has a dual personality. One side reveals a rigorous person, 

severely involved in serious and important issues of society. Tenderness and candor of her 

gaze reveals her childish soul and playful side. The love for children generated lyrics placed 



into playful universe where the readers can find in the garden at the house in Comana the 

famous tomcat Arpagic and the other two kittens - Motoşel and Botoşel.  The poems are 

housed between covers specially painted by Doina Botez to charm the small beneficiaries. 

 An argument confirming the appreciation enjoyed among his peers is the organization 

of the National Festival of arts and interpretation "Ana Blandiana" reached its second edition 

this year. Constantin Sandu-Aldea Middle School, with the support of Braila County 

Education initiated this literary- artistic event that attracts many talented secondary school 

students, encouraging them to read, to comment, to recite and interpret the work of Ana 

Blandiana, but also to try and pen in their poetic creations. 

In the generation to which she belongs, Ana Blandiana made his own destiny, fate of a 

writer bent toward all forms of literary, artistic and civic knowledge, with a lively wit and 

charm. 

 In the bibliography ,the titles of the volumes written by the author are grouped into 

sections - poetry, prose, articles, interviews, translations. Critical bibliography is ordered 

chronologically (by volume and then periodically). 
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