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Summary 

 

This research captures the impact of books and education on Haţeg Country, as 

shown in the archives, the bibliography, the studies/articles written on this subject, as well 

as the periodicals at the time of reference. As bearers of a cultural identity, the two 

components offer the possibility of reconstructing the climate of an epoch, in its various 

evolution forms, the process of human thinking, the interests and aspirations of an entire 

community.   

By choosing to investigate this specific area, we envisaged covering a blind spot in 

the local and national historiography. Haţeg Country is in need of such a work, all the 

more so as the critical bibliography consulted by the author did not reveal any explicit 

writing on this subject – Books, schools and society in Haţeg Country (1780-1867) – 

emphasis being laid more on other areas, or only on Transylvania itself and other periods 

of time. 

With regards to the chronological setting of this research, it targets a time segment 

starting in 1780 and ending in 1867. This time limit can be explained by emphasizing the 

fact that this was a period of grand transformations, characterized by the ongoing efforts of 

the political and intellectual elite for the emancipation of the nation. 

The structure of the doctoral thesis displays first off a series a historical, 

geographical, economic and social coordinates of Haţeg Country, in order to create an 

overview of the epoch and to shape the economic and commercial advancement of Haţeg 

Country.  

The second chapter is dedicated to a review of the various contributions to the 

study of the matter at hand. In the process of selecting and separating the works and 

studies on the subject of Books, schools and society in Haţeg Country (1780-1867) we 

opted for theme-oriented and chronological criteria. Therefore, the historiographical 

contributions were organized, starting from writings at the center of which was the study 

of old Romanian books, of religious books, as well as schools manuals, moving on to 

fundamental writings for the history of education and to studies relevant to understanding 

society in the period 1780-1867. 

The third chapter of the paper concentrates on the notions of Books and society in 

Haţeg Country. We were thus interested in religious writings, following various pathways: 
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information related to their value and circulation, aspects pertaining to their quality as 

links between the Church and the community and as a connection between the Haţeg 

people, the conclusions which can be drawn from the notes made on old books, as well as 

some information on the vicar Ştefan Moldovan, an enthusiastic collector of historical 

documents, who manifested a special interest for the systematization of old Romanian 

books from Haţeg Country. 

 Within the same chapter we found that it was important to emphasize didactic 

writings used in Haţeg Country, although, due to the lack of information, they occupy a 

rather modest space in our paper. We tried to establish a collection of books which insured 

school education and we attempted to identify the books which taught the students to 

write, read, store and transmit the acquired information.  

The forth chapter of our paper, Schools and society in Haţeg Country, also 

brought under investigation important issues for the history of the region, during the period 

of interest. Thus, the author chose to tackle The situation of education in Haţeg Country 

between 1780 and 1848 and the Evolution of schools in Haţeg Country in the period 1848-

1867. While researching the history of education, on both segments, we were interested to 

discover whether education imposed itself as a matter of real interest for the inhabitants of 

this area and how this interest materialized over time in the areas where it manifested. 

Within this setting, the author investigated and interpreted a number of aspects which try 

to capture the quantitative and qualitative evolution of the educational process, aspects 

related to the situation of schools, the structures, the teachers, students and the obstacles 

encountered, as well as the identification of various personalities from different areas of 

expertise, who contributed to the development of the Haţeg schools.  

The conclusions we have reached indicate that over the 18th and 19th centuries, 

books had not only a spiritual and cultural value, but a material one as well. The feeling of 

priceless appreciation associated to books is easily detectible, by analyzing the high prices 

that were paid for a copy of a book, which in many cases involved the material efforts of a 

whole community. The symbolic and sacred value of books is also given by the curse 

bestowed upon books for those who dared to steal, lose, fail to take care of them, or forget 

to hand them back from where they were borrowed.  

The school books in Haţeg Country did not know spectacular transformations, 

and for a while, at the beginning, they were marked by religious books. Alongside 

religious books, other writings were necessary as well, in the process of educating students 

and modernizing rural life. Out of objective necessities, school manuals were also used to 
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spread knowledge from various domains: physics, history of nature, geography, 

mathematics, history, grammar or moral education. Stimulated by the pressing need for 

books, some of the teachers started writing manuals, which circulated as manuscripts. 

Romanian education in Haţeg Country, in the period 1780-1848, was not reported 

as having a linear evolution, but through its very principles of existence and functioning it 

manifested an important and direct influence on society. The geographical area 

investigated by the author enjoys a long-lasting tradition in the educational domain. Its 

beginnings must be attributed to the importance of the Church and the town of Haţeg has 

proof of this fact dating back to the 15th century. Aside from the old schools, there were 

also schools built by Franciscan monks and later on by Calvinists, who in their fight 

against Catholicism, founded Romanian schools, in order to draw the population towards 

Reform, in a number of places, amongst which Haţeg Country. Another school functioning 

in Haţeg Country was the one set up at Prislop Monastery, since the 16th century, which 

was lead by the monks living at this monastery, who trained cantors and priests for the 

Orthodox Churches of Transylvania. With the advent of Border Regiments, a borderland 

school was established in Haţeg Country in 1777. Other borderland schools were 

established in other locations, as well: Râul Alb, Silvaşul de Jos, Peşteana, which were 

significant for allowing access to culture for young boys.   

After the Revolution of 1848-1849, we cannot talk about a Romanian education in 

Haţeg Country anymore. Even the schools from Haţeg and Hunedoara, which existed 

previously, ceased their activities. This regression will be overcome during neo-

absolutism, when the schools established before the revolution were reopened. The 

communities from Haţeg Country begin renting, or on some occasions, even building 

houses that are turned into learning facilities. Education in this area is completely 

revitalized after the appointment of Ştefan Moldovan as vicar of Haţeg in 1852. The 

establishment of the Preparatory School in 1854 was also tied to the name of the vicar.  

Finally, we can ascertain that in the period 1780-1867, the religious and didactic 

books, as well as the process of education in Haţeg Country have experienced a period of 

modernization. This advancement was made possible by the collective effort of the 

Church, the communities, and the cultural elites of that time. It is not difficult to imagine 

that during all this time, in Haţeg Country there was a constant and harsh battle for 

procuring and keeping books, as well as for the establishment and perpetuation of school 

networks. The sustained efforts of the Orthodox deans and the vicars of Haţeg, as well as 
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those of ordinary people, represent the most relevant path to completing the documented 

testimonies of the long-lasting, dynamic and complex life of this country. 
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