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Seen from the perspective of a person who lived in the Soviet Union during a period in which
atheism was the state religious, an analysis of atheism could bring more understanding to all those
who look with great interest what is happening in the post-Soviet Russia. The reason I chose this
research topic was to fill a void in the specialized theology and to share personal experiences lived
in the Soviet and post-Soviet territory.

From the very beginning we were aware of the problems that we could encounter in our study.
They involve finding sources that allow a sustained research. It is common knowledge that the
subject was not discussed too much after the collapse of the Soviet Union. That is why it was
created a bibliographical vacuum. The materials on this topic can be found in the works of a general
nature, where our theme occupies only a second place. The reason I used mainly Russian

bibliography is because only a few Romanian studies have dealt with the issue of atheism in post-



Soviet Russia. We focus on the way in which the atheism is perceived by both theologians and
Russian atheists.

The novelty of our work lies in the choice of the subject and the period over which our research
focuses. By incursions in different periods (pre-Soviet and Soviet) we have identified paradigms that
indicated the evolution of atheism in Russia.

Our aim was to show that post-Soviet atheism is not a compromise solution of a secularized
society in which religion is seen from the consumer perspective, but an extremely virulent one, with
a solid ideological basis. Russian history has shown that a purposeless world becomes an intellectual
prison and historical weakness is due to rationalist fever.

The result of a meticulous documentation our thesis aims to systematize and clarify many
information spread in a variety of sources. It also aims to prove that post-Soviet atheism has a kind
of superiority against of the survival of the Church and it still wishes to be in society, although it has
usurped and perverted inexhaustible sources of energy accumulated by centuries in the souls of
Russians.

We have structured our research on three registers: the definition of atheism since antiquity; its
reporting to philosophy and theology and analysis its effects in Soviet and the post-Soviet Russia.
The topics of the four chapters of the thesis intertwine and reveal ideas. Without doubt they act as a
red thread that runs through them all. The atheism in Russia is reconstructed from several
perspectives: that of philosophy, science, cultural achievements, political action or ideologies.

We have defined a theoretical tool that we have applied to the entire body of the thesis. This
theoretical tool has been used in relation to volumes, specialized magazines that refer to the periods
in question. We could not do the selection of the authors strictly on theological aspects, so we
pursued other related coordinates of explanations and arguments.

We offer details that point to opinion of Russian theologians who have examined the effects of
atheism in Soviet society (M. Starokadomskii, G. Skovoroda, N. Berdiaev, S. Bulgakov, N.
Fioletov, G. Florovskii, L. Voino-lasenetkii) and in the post-Soviet (N. Zernov, M. Dunaev, P.
Gaidenko, M. Kozlov, V. Ciaplin) as well. Firstly and most important we have found a theoretical
and scientific support to explain atheism to authors such as L. Kosareva, A. Solzhenitsyn, V. Gubin,
V. Rabakov, E. Vodolazkin and V. Kanke. In this sense it is illustrative the arguments of Andrei
Kuraev in his disputes with atheist academics V. Ghinzburg, A. Rubinov and E. Feinberg and the
opinions expressed by contemporary theologian Alexei Osipov in his lectures written against post-
Soviet atheism. In our thesis we showed the position of atheist Professors Alexander Osipov and

Evgraf Duluman and we also remembered the opinions of Soviet scientists F. Frank, F.



Gheizenberg, P. Kopnin, E. Mamciur, A. Losev who have managed to overcome atheism and reach
to different conclusions. We did not omit the names of writers trained in the schools of scientific
atheism that promoted atheism in Soviet and in post-Soviet society (I. Voronitin, V. Zabkovet, N.
Dubinin, V. Ghinzburg).

We valued articles and sequences related to the effects of atheism in Russian society and found
interesting lineages to authors as N. Zernov, A. Zamaleev, 1. Popov, S. Gordun or V. Antropov. We
also used a terminology of theological critics and kept our comment in framing of the topic without
risky slips.

Our paper starts with a chapter about atheism, organized into subsections, where we proceeded to
definitions, indicating a route with its chronological circumstances from Antiquity to the French
Revolution. This chapter demonstrates that ancient atheism, Renaissance, Enlightenment and French
Revolution led to the loss of faith in Europe. It is common knowledge that the anti-religious
propaganda of Russian intellectuals was the factor that led to the Bolshevik Revolution.

The results of our research indicate that for the ancient thinkers the world is eternal and it is in a
continuous progress. As a matter of fact their atheistic tendencies could be notice easily. The very
ancient tradition inclines to consider them atheists because without refuting the existence of gods
they find their origin in various elements. All changes that occur in the universe are explained by the
eternal movement of matter and not through the gods’ intervention. They do not deny the existence
of gods and do not express doubts about their being, but they suppress their attributes.

The topic of atheism appears in thinking of atomists philosophers as a consequence of the atomic
structure of the world. They wrote many antimithological theses where divinity is not explicitly
denied. However, in the classical era, the hypothesis of nonexistence of gods is formulated as a first
step in secular thinking. Denying of divinity is a corollary of the theoretical justifications of atheism
because the atomistic thesis is opposed to any depictions of the creation of the world and its
preservation by a Being beyond it.

Atheists have noted the historic merit of Greek philosophers in their fight for a materialist
conception of the world. Many atheistic Russian philosophers, followers of dialectic materialism,
were inspired by the materialistic philosophies of antiquity. They end by saying that materialism of
Democritus is the basis of modern science.

None of Greek philosophers could give us a universal model of perfect life. Otherwise, it makes
no sense the aspiration to perfection if it can be found in this world. The perfection involves just an
escape from the human condition, and from this point of view we find justified the spirit attempts to

re-imagine an icon of perfection.



Our research is meant to show that since the sixteenth century man has claimed for himself all
titles of God and the Christian faith was replaced by a materialist conception named as following:
Enlightenment, Rationalism, Humanism or Positivism. Our thesis revealed that Renaissance is the
general trend in the fifteenth and sixteenth century and humanism is its particular product, in fact a
new conception of the world that leads to secularized of Europe in thinking and lifestyle.

In XVI-XVII centuries appeared a new form of spiritual vigilance and the refusal to trust in old
beliefs. The Church manifests inconsistency and thus Protestantism appears as a new religion
always marked by contradictions. It leaves the believer with no means of living his faith crystallized
in the worship of the Church. Without doubt living the faith through worship is replaced by social
activism and the New Testament becomes a genuine Communist Manifesto for radicals. On a deeper
level, it becomes evident that Protestantism is the perfect pattern for atheism because it denies and
rejects some theological teachings, so that Christianity remains without eschatological finality. The
atheism of nineteenth and twentieth centuries is the natural result of demystifying of universe from
which started Protestantism. On his way to liberalism Protestantism was only an expression of
religious incompetence. After Protestants and Deists attacked the Church in the name of God,
atheists are seeking to remove Him in the name of a religion which finds the concept in the worship
of humanity.

The direct result of Humanism and the Enlightenment was The French Revolution of 1789,
always presented in bright colors, despite of its spiritual desolation. The Revolution was anti-
religious in directly and violently way and in its height it attempted the destruction of Christianity
and the introduction of a new religion in which the man can be glorified. After this event Europe
enters a new phase in which reason and science replace the tradition and faith. Officially atheism
entered the modern world with The French Revolution, when God's place is taken by Reason and
Will. The catechism of the new religion becomes J. J. Rousseau's Social Contract and the goddesses
mentioned before will take the divine attributes.

For two centuries Europe is being seduced by humanistic vision developed in the laboratories of
social and political emancipation of the Revolution. Later theorists find that neither political nor the
industrial revolution bring general happiness and the progressive social thinking is the only solution
to the new social contradictions. The loss of faith in Russian intellectual circles was a decisive
ideological factor that prepares The Bolshevik Revolution in 1917.

We should take into account that the origin of the rationalist movement identifies with English
empiricism, with the philosophy of Spinoza and excessive cult of reason belongs to the Cartesian

legacy that organizes French classicism, too. Driven by Enlightenment ideals of the French



Revolution, Hegel, the philosopher of Restoration offers an official interpretation of Christian
dogma. We focus on the way in which Hegelian thinking envisages the absolute perfection of
philosophy and Christianity is conceived as retrieval of Absolute Spirit. Taking into account its
rationalist theses the Left of Hegelian Movement influences the establishment of Marx's philosophy.

In our thesis we drew attention to the fact that positivist formula of humanism is one of total
tyranny. In practice, it reaches to a party dictatorship because it is utopian and it refuses to man any
freedom or right. Humanists suppress the hypothesis of a God, Creator and Ruler and refuse the
untouchable dignity of the individual guaranteed by God. Without doubt this concept will be used
by all political atheistic regimes.

In our research we have shown that Feuerbach attempted to demystify religion in general and the
spirit of Christianity in particular. In his turn Marx considered that it is not enough to know the truth
about the religion in order to discover the truth about man. In his opinion the requirement to
abandon the illusions of religion is basically a requirement to give up a condition that needs
illusions. Therefore the philosophical critique of religion has a legitimate conclusion: Man creates
God. Anyway Marx will exceed the predecessors by imposing a new philosophy and a new way of
thinking. The theorist formulates the humanism based on scientific understanding of the dialectic
phenomena of consciousness and on the relationship with objective history. Constituted as a
synthesis of all previous philosophy, the dialectical materialism is the upper stage of materialism
which has exercised the greatest influence on the development of twentieth century of Russian
history.

Our analysis focuses on the way in which Darwin convinced the theorists of atheism that the
world made itself and man is no more than an evolved animal. Then Bruno Bauer decided that the
Bible is a mere human imagination, Freud came to the conclusion that man is a complex of sexual
desires and Marx promised the Europeans that violent revolution could satisfy all their wishes.

Our paper supplies three liberation movements which receive their name from the founders:
lavrism, blankism and bakunism. Thus Lavrists summarize their activity in proliferation of social
ideas, for Bakunists the Russians were already prepared and just waiting the signal putci and
Blankists believed that the only solution is a change of subversive tactics of menishevism.

After the development of dialectical materialism is intended the "liberation" of Russians by
suppressing religious mirage. For seven decades communist leaders have shown their disdain for
religion and culture and all exquisite artistic expressions are put into question by them. In Soviet
Russia all the cultural, scientific and religious influences are filtered by the authorities. After they

have been applied, Marx and Engels ideologies have revealed their utopian character. We have



strongly emphasized that communism is a paradoxical scientific utopia and a violent eruption on
behalf of an idea.

The second chapter is designed to demonstrate how the secularization of society in the eighteenth
and nineteenth prepares the major revolutionary systems. Later they will tumble over Russia like an
avalanche. It is the period when in Russia enter the materialistic, atheistic, deistic and Masonic
ideas, altogether with the reforms of Peter the Great. In addition to this Darwinism catches quickly
roots in intellectual circles.

After the outbreak of Russian Revolution the theoretical activity will know a great resurrection.
In this respect Lenin publishes his famous April Theses in 1917 and in 1920 the books State and
Revolution and Leftism — a Childhood Illness of Communism. Under this belief a year later, N.
Bukharin writes The Theory of Historical Materialism, E. Preobrajenskii published his ABC of
Communism and L. Trotskii will sign The Literature and the Revolution.

It is an impressive period significant not only for the wide range of materials published, but also
for the remarkable progress in philosophical thinking, so that Russia holds the first places at the
beginning of the twentieth century. Around theological academies and at Optino Monastery the
Patristic Teaching is rediscovered. Alexei Khomiakov summarizes all his ecclesiological research in
developing Sobornosti notion that we also find at Trubetskoi brothers. Filaret Drozdov, the Moscow
Metropolitan has a decisive influence on the destiny of the Russian Orthodox Church. He has a
permanent and close correspondence with Patriarchs of the Eastern Churches.

In a preamble we tried to prove that the Bolshevik Revolution was a violent version of the
Reformation accompanied by an endless string of abuses and changes. After 1917 Russia became an
armed empire where the doctrines were applied to the boundary between science and activism and
where it was promoted the cult leader. In this period the communist ideology is connected to the
blood perfusion of the society and leads to a spiritual anemia in Russia.

Lenin wants to destroy the Orthodox Church, a serious ideological competition for him. The
unity of Russians faith is undermined by high-level executions, and by transforming churches into
stables, barns, pools and even museums of atheism. Orthodox traditions will be understood
differently and forms of life will be changed. The Bolsheviks kill their Patriarch, eliminate the
imperial family, cancel the law and nationalize the means of production.

The natural selection of atheistic Communism leads to the emergence of the new man totally
different from the occidental one. The most suitable method of atheists is the training based on
automatism, so that in the gulag reach about 20 million people, as the archives of the Soviet Union

detention proved. The Party is trying to persuade the Russians that man has only cultural and artistic



needs. Nevertheless the atheism is imposed and spread not because it would be true, but because it is
a concept that leads to the imposition of absolute authority and to the transformation of Russians in
effective tools.

The third chapter is trying to establish the role of science in the promotion of atheistic ideology
in Russia. It is well-known that the atheism was the basis of all ideological structures in Russia and
now it needs a scientific consolidation. Therefore the population had to be "out of darkness" in
parallel with their indoctrination. The scientific arguments formed the basis of all forms of scientific
atheism and have become the main causes of God denial. The communists were convinced that only
science holds the truth, although an ideologized science is nothing but a myth.

The atheism gives credit to pure science in which we should not detect any metaphysical shadow
and it also must avoid imposing of a materialistic axiology to ensure the accuracy of the scientific
fact. Distorting the fundamentals of science and reason scientist-atheist ideology is recommended
the only legitimate faith. The scientific research ideologically motivated gets surely to collapse. That
is why the theology makes a distinction between scientific facts and scientific philosophy.

Under this belief our research has tried to emphasize that both theology and science have a
dogmatic character. The knowledge of dogmas is essential for theology, so that the knowledge of
postulates is essential for science. It is also true that both areas have axiomatic characteristics and
the relationship between them can be established by epistemological applying. The methodological
approaches are very high too in the case of theology and science. As evidence we have the presence
in the scientific approach of an act of faith and in the religious one the importance of the reason. The
recent scientific research has shown that the matter has got in its structure an undeniable rationality.
An evidence of this rationality illustrates us that it was created by a rational Being who gave it this
rationality.

In our approach we have come to the conclusion that the atheism is incompatible with the reality
of cosmic evolution, with physical and biological factors. The modern Physics has already proven
that God exists, so that atheism can not raise scientific claims any longer. In the past the atheism has
been obliged to deduct from its own statement false physical properties, i.e. to deduce physics from
metaphysics a priori established, which means a disaster for science. From this perspective if the
ignorance removes the man from God, the science approach him to God because it is the real
knowledge of world rationality.

The last chapter underlines the essential coordinates of the topic under discussion and focuses on
diagnosis of atheism in post-Soviet Russia. Broadly in this part we demolish the absurdities of

Soviet atheism caused by relativism and we also demonstrate that the atheism has annihilated all the



forming centers. We focus on the way in which the atheism monopolized the science, literature, art
and other public fields.

Our research shows that atheism in Russia devotes numerous studies on religion. So there is
much reference to Feuerbach's antropotheist hypothesis, the naturalistic theory, the animist one and
the Marxist social theory. The issue of religion is linked to that of humans and the science has not
had a clear answer so far. The materialists talk about an evolution in religious thought but historical,
ethnographic or linguistic research demonstrate a religious decline that marks the route of mankind.
From this perspective the facts indicate the existence of a single monotheistic religion practiced
since the dawn of mankind.

We have got well pointed arguments in favour of the existence of God since antiquity to
philosophers like Plato or Aristotle. If we conceive the God as absolute Being, then He must exist,
otherwise the idea of human perfection could not either exist. This concept is based on the
ontological argument. Descartes completed the hypothesis and claims that we cannot explain the rise
of this idea in the human mind if God does not exist. In his turn Leibnitz claims that God must exist
because we never detect any inner contradictions of His existence. Augustine claims the
psychological argument which Descartes will develop later. He argues that the idea of God could
not arise as a result of contemplation or mental activity, the only source remains God Himself. This
part is meant to provide the teleological argument, which refers to rationality in the world and the
cosmological one used by the other thinkers, too.

Our paper supplies a comparison between philosophy and theology in order to prove that atheism
is nothing but philosophy. The difference between theology and philosophy is similar to that of the
theoretical knowledge of reality and its knowledge through experience. The philosophical method of
searching the truth is a rational one and includes a well-known logic and strict notions that make the
philosophy a formal system. The philosophical systems are limited by the language which in its
turn is tributary to time and space because it does not convey the transcendence.

Furthermore the atheism has found an incompatibility between the phenomenon of evil and the
concept of a perfect God. Camus, Malraux and Sartre used this objection because they did not
realize that the existence of evil and suffering does not refute the existence of God. Thus Christ
becomes the criterion and the ultimate experience of human suffering because only in His Person the
suffering acquires a new meaning.

Our thesis demonstrated that the history records all its progress because of Christian culture. The
cultural reality of post-Soviet Russia proves that the Orthodox theology is nothing but the mirror of

Russian culture and its most prolific part. Due to the denial of cultural function of theology,



Russians do nothing but to move towards self-negation because they do not find any connections
between the church history and the cultural development in Russia. The Church has never opposed
to culture and Russian writers, philosophers, musicians, architects and producers or actors have
made use of cultural means to express their spiritual experiences. In this respect Russian culture
has become a carrier of the Gospel message. In years when atheism was state policy, classical
literature, poetry, music and painting were for the most Russians the only domains which still
remind the Easter message.

A retrospective of Dostoevsky's novels is appropriate because they denounce the socialist utopia
built on atheism. For Russian the most perfect society became the most awful of hells. His writing is
nothing but a profession of faith in which the Christian eschatology opposes to earthly messianism.

Our analysis indicates that after 1990 the Russian Orthodox Church has a lot of concerns such as
debates, speeches or TV shows on theological themes which support the agenda in question. All of
these aim to restore the confidence in the Church and its willingness to take part in public activities.
The Russian Patriarchate was able to collaborate with the Ministry of Education and together
decided to introduce in schools Religious Studies which becomes compulsory. The Church
hierarchy enters in a dialogue with the state power, appeals to the people and the democratic
mechanisms in order to review the possible decisions of the power that could be in contradiction
with the spirit of Gospel. All to these are meant to preserve the spiritual identity of Russian people.

Our research indicates that the post-Soviet atheism has chosen three ways to legalize its social
status: the development of traditional forms to fight against God, the expression of the world
vision by adopting humanism and formulation an ideology of the new Russian atheism. Each of
these ways corresponds to a branch of the atheist movement in post-Soviet Russia. Thus, the
development of traditional forms is specific to newbolshevist atheism, the expression of a scientific
vision belongs to the humanist atheism and the latter direction is considering the new Russian
atheism. As a matter of fact anticlericalism is characteristic to all these branches.

The post-Soviet atheism has grown slowly since 1991 when the lectures were only sporadic. The
first anti-religious publications are Masli Gazette, the journal of the Central Committee of the
Russian Communist Party, Komsomolskaya Pravda and Molodaya Gvardia. E. Smetanin and the
physicist V. Gubin are authors of the most articles.

The representatives of newbolshevist atheism have created The Workers Democracy site having a
special page named Man without God. Their opinion appears on the forums as following The
Blasphemies of Militant Unbelievers, The Unbelievers News, Anti-religious Jokes or Anti-religious

Poetry with Illustrations, all of them coordinated by Demian Bednoghii.



Nevertheless the new Russian atheism that develops in the internet area accepts no longer the
traditional ideological form. The first important site appears in 1996 in Novosibirsk — as part of a
project named A-site. It is characterized by a very good organization of its departments and contains
harsh articles which attack the contemporary Orthodox missionaries. There are many other sites
such as Boga.net, Bogu.Pisem.net and Pop-obozrenie, having as motto: "No Gods, No Masters!".

In 2000 is founded The Atheistic Youth Movement which try to consolidate the theoretical bases
of the New Russian Atheism, removing in this way the Marxist ideology. The movement denies the
old ideologies because scientific development and social change requires the creation of a new
ethics and philosophy. Although the site is dedicated to youth, the opinions of Z. Tajurizina and V.
Strahov still prevail. Then Bortzov has created the last page named Warrax Brackfire
Pandemonium. 1t is well-known that Bortzov sympathizes with satanic movement, a fact already
admitted by Denitza publication.

The most important conferences Ru.antichrist and Ru.antireligion could be found on fido.net. Of
course, their target is the youth and both conferences are directed against the Russian Orthodox
Church. A scientific site and a virtual library called Philosophy and Atheism as well as Ariadne, a
Russian-Israelitean catalog with a compartment dedicated to atheism have a great impact, too. The
post-Soviet atheists concerned mainly with science try to establish a dialogue with believers. Thus
the Areopagus Literary Club is created at the initiative of both atheists and Christians. Since 2001
there have held debates and discussions in a peaceful atmosphere transmitted by The Tzentr
Channel, too.

A major contribution have brought the students A. Viazovskii and M. Eliseiskii who have created
The Scientific Atheism site where the famous atheist Evgraf Duluman posts his virulent articles. For
the time being all his writings enjoy a great success among young people. Since 1999 the atheists
come out of the virtual world and establish The Union of Russian Atheism and Moscow Atheist
Society (ATOM). In December 2000 takes places the scientific anticlerical conference Science,
Religion and Atheism and the debate The Danger of Clericalism and Violation of Russian Believers,
all attended by the well-known L. Levinson, N. Gudkov and A. Shev.

Then the humanist atheism — one of the three branches of the post-Soviet atheism — has founded
in March 2001 The Atheists Society from Ufa. The movement is successful because of its prominent
members: V. Ghinzburg — a Nobel Laureate in Physics, Eduard Krugleakov, Sergei Kapital, Garry
Abelev and Ella Pamfilov. They publish their ideas in Sober Thinking. A Magazine of Skeptics,

Optimists and Humanists.



The Society of Russian Humanists (RGO) has opened a new branch in St. Petersburg and the
writer Michael Ciulaki, the biologist Michael Bogoslovskii and the journalist Piotr Tevoghin are the
most important members. Every year the humanists participate in international conferences and
militate for the introduction of Humanism in public schools.

The absurdity of the world without God does not seem to bother the new atheists. For them the
faith means the abandonment of truth and human perfection consists in bearing the destiny with
patience. The new atheists reproach the Church that runs away from Reality. Talking to Russian
atheists we noticed that for them the relation between understanding and believing is overturned in
the hermeneutic circle and this is another paradox that works in post-Soviet society: the Russian
atheist first believes and then he seeks to understand it.

We also inserted the opinions of post-Soviet representatives of atheism who see in religion a risk
factor for mental integrity of the individual. In their opinion a person can be easily manipulated by
religious leaders, although the target of orthodox morality was never a psychological but an
ontological and spiritual one. In post-Soviet Russia the influence of Orthodox Church is constantly
increasing. Nowadays the Russian theologians respond to the most subtle attacks.

We consider important to emphasize that in Russia atheism has been successful because the
methods were not effective in transmitting the faith and the Church did not approve on the
increasing influence of anti-religious propaganda. Amazingly the post-Soviet atheism makes fun of
Christian religion without knowing the Russian spirituality at all. For post-Soviet atheists the
appearance of clergy on television gives the impression of returning to the Middle Ages, but the
"experts" trained in the spirit of scientific atheism discuss seriously about witchcraft, predictions and
aliens on the same channels.

Our thesis is designed to demonstrate that in Christianity the man was included in the hierarchy
of the universe. If the atheist materialism speaks about human sacrifice in the name of prosperity,
then the Christianity sustains the sacrifice for the neighbour. Both atheistic humanism and
Christianity talk about anthropocentrism, but in Christianity the anthropocentrism is
teoanthropocentrism and it is found in the Archetype of man. The religious revival in post-Soviet
Russia has its source in rediscovering the central place of the Eucharist and of the whole Church as
well. The faith of Church has its own ethics and it never gives up to its certainties, therefore the
Church represents a continuing threat for the post-Soviet atheism.

Our research has demonstrated that the Orthodoxy has given to Russian more than science,
technology and art have ever offered. The Church can also present with a personal experience

protecting Russian from philosophical speculation. The atheism has not been expressed only at a



philosophical level, it has affected the interpretation of the humanist science, civil laws and it has
become the Russian creed for 70 years. In the twentieth century the atheism became the state
religion in Russia and the denial of God was not something individual, but a mass phenomenon. In
the post-Soviet period atheism take new positions and requires the removal of the Christian
Orthodox dimension from Russian society.

In conclusion the post-Soviet atheism is not the atheism that does not create any problem, but it is
a virulent one. The Russian atheist depends on an ideological, social and political system. In this
respect the ideological foundation of society becomes very important for him. In Orthodoxy the
human liberty involves responsibility so that only the atheism remains a plausible excuse for an
undemocratic system. While the atheistic ideology is imposed both socially and politically in Russia,
the Orthodoxy offers the possibility of choice and it still remains one that can guarantee the

freedom.
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