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Introduction. Historiography of the problem

Throughout time, the issue of Romanian political speech was subject of literary
histories, which have whole chapters dedicated to Romanian eloquence, and interest for
oratory will manifest in release of some anthologies comprising political speeches of some
outstanding political personalities (On this line we may mention Retorica romdneasca, edition
supervised, foreword and notes by Mircea Frinculescu, Bucharest, Minerva Publishing House,
1980 and the work signed by H. D. Mazilu, Proza oratorica in literatura romdnda veche, 2 vol.,
Bucharest, Minerva Publishing House, 1986-1987). However, this is influenced by
institutional factors and specific historical context. Throughout the whole history of Romanian
culture will exert, at different levels of intensity, an action of rhetoric, up to institutionalization
of political speech. Interest for Romanian orators was also constant, the most renowned and
appreciated in different historical moments benefiting of editions comprising speeches held in
the Parliament.

luliu Maniu (1873-1953) was a political man whose life and activity were intrinsically
connected by essential transformations of modern Romania. Before 1990, his name was on the
list of outcasts, his person being presented in a negative light due to intransigence by which he
opposed instauration of communist regime subdued to Moscow. After 1990, a series of works
attempted to recast a light on the matter of truth about luliu Maniu. His personality was
evoked with reference to the national fight of Romanians from Austro-Hungary for self-
determination, his important role fulfilled in the Act of Union from 1 December 1918 and
immediately after, rank of president of the Governing Council, the position of remarkable
personality of defender of interwar democracy, modeller of national-peasant ideology,
connection person between United Nations and Romania of Antonescu during the Second
World War, or martyr of the anti-communist fight. Many of these works are memoirs and are

written by persons from the circle of acquaintances of the great political figure, or by his



relatives, others by supporters of the national-peasant doctrine — his person is confounded with
history of National Peasants’ Party - , or are publications of the thoughts and lines written by
luliu Maniu. Works of loan Scurtu and Apostol Stan — especially — attempt to present
exhaustively the biography of luliu Maniu, these pointing out the profile of fighter for
Romanians’ unity or intransigent and upright politician in the confrontations with remarkable
personalities of the interwar period, and attempt to decode the picture of patriarch of
Romanian politics of the Sphinx from Badacin.

By this work, | attempted to explain political activity and personality of luliu Maniu
from the time interval 1906-1940, through the political speech professed by the politician
during the respective period. The assumption that we started from was that discourse of leader
of Romanian National Party and then National Peasants’ Party substantiates and legitimates
the portrait of fighter for national rights of Transylvanian Romanians from the last period of
Austro-Hungarian Monarchy, promoter and defender of national democracy, constitutionalism
and legality in the period 1919-1940. Base of the research was three discoursive corpora
formed based on chronological principle, principle that is also at the base of the work’s
structure. Thus, for nationalist period — 1906-1918 -, discoursive texts were selected from
speeches held by luliu Maniu in the Parliament from Budapest (luliu Maniu, Discursuri
parlamentare rostite in Camera Ungariei din 29 maiu-31 iulie 1906, Blaj, Tipografia
Seminarului Arhidiecezan, 1906) reproduction of his speeches from Cartea de aur written by
T. V. Pacatian (Teodor V. Pacatian, Cartea de aur sau luptele politice nationale ale Romdanilor
de sub Coroana ungard, vol. V11, Sibiu, Tiparul Tipografiei Arhidiecezane, 1915), articles
from epoch newspapers, reproductions of some allocutions from the selection of documents
1918 la romani. Documentele Unirii (1918 la roméani. Documentele Unirii. Unirea
Transilvaniei cu Roménia. 1 Decembrie 1918, vol. VII-X, coord. lon Popescu Puturi, Stefan
Pascu and Augustin Deac, edition by Augustin Deac, Ion Iacos, Nicolae Josan, Valer Moga,
Teodor Popescu and Natalia Tampa, Bucharest, Stiintifica si Enciclopedica Publishing House,
1989). To analyse political activity of luliu Maniy discoursivelly in the period 1919-1938, we
started from realisation of a discoursive corpus consisting of approximatively 200 texts that
render speeches or declarations of the Transylvanian political figure, discoursive sequences
being pointed out by illustrative moments of interwar history of Romania from the period
1919-1938. Collections of daily newspapers Patria and Dreptatea, as well as the paper



Testament moral — politic (luliu Maniu, Testament moral-politic, edition produced by Victor
Isac, Bucharest, Gandirea Romaneasca Publishing House, 1997) formed the source of
research, which had as objective realisation of analysis of discourse, starting from the theme of
legality and constitutionalism. As the regime of monarchic authority of Carol 1l manifested
through careful censorship which obstructed expression of ideas in press, sources of analysis
of Iuliu Maniu’s discoursive texts are represented by memoirs of some personalities from
entourage of luliu Maniu (Cicerone lonitoiu, Viata politica si procesul luliu Maniu, vol. 1,
Bucharest, without publishing house, 1997; Iuliu Maniu in fata istoriei, coordinator Gabriel
Tepelea, editor Nicolae Paraschiv, Bucharest, Directia Departamentelor de Studii, Doctrine,
Programe a P.N.T,C.D., without year), as well as collection of documents referring to history
of National Peasants’ Party made by Vasile Arimia and lon Ardeleanu (Istoria Partidului
National Taranesc. Documente (1926-1947), volume published by Vasile Arimia, lon
Ardeleanu, Alexandru Cebuc, Bucharest, Arc 2000 Publishing House, 1994).

The main objectives of the study were figuring out the theme, discoursive strategies
and rhetoric mechanisms used by the politician in his discursive constructions, the last having
the role of assuring dramatic expressivity of the speech, with the purpose of increasing the
degree of persuading. | attempted to follow the types of speech professed by the politician,
political contexts within which they were held, connexion and reciprocal actions that the
speech and political activity of luliu Maniu had. Another objective of the research is attempt of
identifying the three dimensions specific to speech of luliu Maniu: social dimension by which
are legitimated social relations of the politician, cultural dimension that identifies the symbolic
system of representations and references by which the political figure acknowledges himself,
as well as the political dimension, by which luliu Maniu reports to issue of power and

strategies through the means of discourse.

I. luliu Maniu. Biographical sketch

As the title already mentions this chapter overviews life and political activity of luliu
Maniu. | attempted to sketch the activity carried out by the politician in the service of
defending and affirming political rights of Transylvanian Romanians, activity crowned with
the important role fulfilled by the leader of Romanian National Party in the Act of Union from



1 December 1918. For the period 1919-1920, Maniu makes every effort, as president of the
Governing Council, in the process of administrative and legislative unification of Transylvania
with Romania. Shortly from entering the political scene of Greater Romania, the
Transylvanian politician becomes the leader of the Opposition on the political scene, his
activity channelling towards imposing some principles of democracy, respecting legality and
constitutionalism. Due to these undertakings, Maniu becomes a troublesome person for leaders
of National Liberal Party and even for King Ferdinand. We may say that this activity is
successful, as in 1928, Maniu and his formation that he led wins massive confidence of
electorate, which charges him with ruling over the country. Unfortunately, the economic crisis
sabotaged governmental activity of luliu Maniu, fact that cast a shadow over skills of leader of
National Peasants’ Party and the Cabinets that he led.

Out of actions in the long run, both in the political life of Romania as well as political
development of luliu Maniu, worth noticing is the act of Restoration from 8 June 1930, whose
responsibility the national-peasant leader assumed. His opposition towards attempts of Carol Il
of overstepping attributions, fact that infringed constitutional provisions, led to his resignation
from the position of Prime Minister, period 1933-1937 being marked by arduous activity of
the Transylvanian leader in the fight against political actions of the king and royal camarilla.
During this period, luliu Maniu remarked as standard bearer of defending democratic values,
legality, Christian morals and constitutionalism. Unfortunately, actions of Carol led to
decrease of Romanian electorate’s trust in the Parliament and political parties, fact which
contributed in February 1938 to dismissal of the democratic regime and instauration of the
regime of personal authority of the king.

The act from 10 February 1938 inaugurates in Romania a long period of authoritarian
and dictatorial regimes and represents a failure of politics promoted by luliu Maniu, of
defending democratic principles. However, putting his life and liberty in danger, he protests
against violating rights and civil liberties, both during the time of Carol II’s rule and the period
of military dictatorship of marshal Antonescu. Affected, he observes how in August 1940 takes
place dismemberment of Greater Romania, his creation from 1918, his protests not having any
effect in front of decisions dictated in Vienna.

The name of luliu Maniu is circulated during the Second World War, his person being
the man that negotiates treaties with the Allies for withdrawal of Romania from the alliance



with Germany. Fall of marshal Antonescu is owed also to activity of luliu Maniu, who hoped
that act from 23 August 1944 will lead to restoration of the democratic regime in Romania.
Unfortunately, the fight of Maniu did not stop here, under protection of the bayonets of the
Red Army communism occupies Romania. In spite of all intimidating actions and denigrating
propaganda carried out by the communists, luliu Maniu and his party enjoy the support of
majority of Romanians, winning parliamentary elections from November 1946, yet the
communists defrauded crudely the results of the elections. The frame-up from Tamadau from
1947 was the manner by which the communist regime dissolved the last democratic party of
the country and transformed luliu Maniu into a martyr of democracy. Following a case
politically orchestrated, similar to those from Moscow, the great Transylvanian patriot is
condemned to life detention, being accused of treason and conspiracy against Romanian’s
interests. After the sentence was delivered, he was took off to the jail from Galati, and then to
Sighet, where were imprisoned numerous political leaders, of all orientations, foremost people
of culture and Romanian science, clerics and military men. Here Maniu dies, at the age of 80,
and during the communist regime his memory bears the burden of denigration, his portrait of
fighter for rights of Romanian nation and defender of democracy being tarnished by

communist propagandists.

I1. About discourse analysis. Theory and method

This chapter briefly approaches theory of discourse and political speech analysis. I
attempted to synthesise the main definitions of the political speech, to underline Schools of
discourse analysis, the main theoreticians al global level, yet | also dwelt upon theoretical

preoccupations from the Romanian area of discourse analysis.

I11. Nationalist speech. From autonomy to Union. 1906-1918

Nationalist speech corresponding to luliu Maniu is determined by the historical context
comprised between passing to political activism of the Romanian National Party and the
Union from 1 December 1918. Whole this period, characterised by political fights of
Romanians for national rights, was determined by the dualist political regime and policy of



Magyarisation carried out by the governments from Budapest. In 1905, according to decisions
of the National Conference of Romanian National Party, it was moved on to tactics of political
activism, participation in the parliamentary life of Hungary, and concomitantly with this, the
supreme political objective was obtaining political individuality of Romanian nation, self-
determination. Consequently, at the parliamentary elections from 1906 for the Parliament from
Budapest, luliu Maniu gains the seat of the electoral group Vintu de Jos.

Speech of luliu Maniu in Parliament of Hungary is part from category of nationalist
speech, pleading and revendicative speech in favour of rights and national liberties, for
conservation of language and Romanian traditions. By his words, Maniu condemns politics of
Magyarization led by the government, which has as goal realisation of Hungarian national
state, consequently leading to fading out of national existence of Romanian nation from
Hungary. Themes and vocabulary of Iuliu Maniu’s speech reveal his nationalist character.
Politician asserts that he is the representative of Romanian nation. His nationalism derives
from invocation of national rights of Romanians that are violated by Hungarian authorities.
Rights and equal rightfulness of Romanian nation are substantiated by historical bases but also
natural. His vocabulary induces terms and notions intrinsically connected to nation and
nationality: language, culture, school, historical traditions, aspirations and national rights. This
is claiming nationalism; yet invocation of Magyarisation politics, colonisations, discriminatory
legislation of the Hungarian unitary national state point out also a protesting nationalism
towards attitude of Hungarian government, which has as goal cultural disappearance of
Romanian nation. Claiming equal rights, universal vote, economic liberties, non-
discriminatory judicial treatment for all nations from Austro-Hungary reveal, also, democratic
nationalism of luliu Maniu in the parliamentary period.

Speech specific to the period 1910-1914, also bears the imprint of nationalism and
nation. Claiming some liberties deprived by Hungarian governors, idea of Hungarian national
state which assumes disappearance of Romanian nation, history of Romanians’ fights for
national existence are components of speech specific to this period. Speech of luliu Maniu
from the autumn of 1918 is focused on the idea of national self-determination and Union with
Romania. This is argumentative speech of the political decision taken by Romanians from
former Austro-Hungarian Monarchy, speech based on historical arguments, but also on
principles of individual liberty, civil rights, equality between the nations of the world. The



Union is an act of national will accomplished by Romanian nation, with deep implications in
the forthcoming history of Romania. Concept of nationality is now connected to that of

Romanian unitary national state.

IV. In the service of democracy and nation. 1919-1938

The political speech, professed by luliu Maniu during 1919-1938, serves as a substitute
for political principles asserted by him as being the guiding marks of his political action:
principle of idea of national unity, democracy principle, constitutionalism principle and
legality principle. From the Stand of the Parliament, within party reunions, in front of the
electorate, within Government meetings, Crown councils or by statements made to the press,
luliu Maniu legitimates his political action or exposes ideology of the political current to
which he adhered. Known amongst his contemporaries as intransigent representative of
legality and constitutionalism, the Transylvanian political leader practices a speech within
which the two themes are predominant, either his speech is one didactic, given in front of
supporters, where he exposes ideology, or is one polemic, held within electoral fights, in
parliamentary debates or press statements.

The approach within this chapter is structured on the analysis of some discursive texts
specific to the periods in which luliu Maniu was in opposition, wielded power and that when
he affirmed as a harsh critic of the politics of Carol 1l and royal Camarilla embodied by Elena
Lupescu. Discoursive theme is found in the main events and characteristics of the period
1919-1938: legality of activity of the Governing Council, authoritative governance of National
Liberal Party by imposing some antidemocratic measures — censorship, curfew -, ascendant of
National Liberal Party’s leader over king Ferdinand, breach of constitutionalism and legality,
Restoration, successes of National Peasants’ Party governance, the poisonous role of royal
Camarilla, the establishment process of National Peasants’ Party. Argumentation and
legitimating of political actions are based on discoursive strategies that lay emphasis on appeal
to history, divine will, assets of civilisation, values of Christian morals, reminding to auditors
of Union from 1918, addressing style. With reference to the rhetoric mechanism by which
builds his speech, luliu Maniu uses a wide variety of metaphorical expressions but also

slogans by which he follows to persuade the audience. He addresses in a simple language,
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logical, adapted to the intellectual level of those whom he addressed. All these form
characteristics of the national-peasant politician’s speech, by which this arguments the spirit of
legality and political action put in the service of Romanian nation.

Part of political speech, the electoral speech professed by luliu Maniu presents certain
characteristics that particularise it in the general discoursive field of the national-peasant
leader. An expression of the fight for power, the electoral speech is one polemical, which
underlines the antagonistic relations between luliu Maniu and his political opponents,
especially National Liberal Party. From here result the two dimensions of own electoral texts
of luliu Maniu. A negative dimension, referring to politics led by contenders, with a theme and
a political language by which attempts to convince the electorate that it would be a mistake to
cast their votes to some parties that are guilty of breaching legality, constitutional provisions,
alienation from the interests of the nation — fact which led to its impoverishment -, treason,
immorality by which Romanian nation is estranged from standards of civilisation. Negative
perception of the opponents that he attempts to induce to electorate is founded with the aid of
a vocabulary and some phrases that express images that cast political actions of the electoral
contenders from the electors’ interests. Presentation of own political action and formations that
he represents, supported on authority of his past of fighter for national rights, or enunciating
ideological principles of justice, legality and national democracy, all suited in persuading

language, edify the positive dimension of the electoral speech professed by luliu Maniu.

V. Speech against regime of personal authority. luliu Maniu and dismemberment of

Greater Romania

Period of the regime of monarchic authority of Carol Il is characterised by a strong
protesting speech of the Transylvanian politician. Discoursive mechanisms put in practice
focus on strategies in which negative occupies a privileged position. Fully using the
comparison method, appeal to history, the main realisations of interwar Romanian democracy,
Maniu points out harmfulness of the regime that was set up by Carol II for the state’s
institutions, for the masses, dignity and sovereignty of the nation. Territorial loses from the

summer of 1940 confirm warnings given by the national-peasant leader to the King, this
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foreshadowing ever since 1938 the disaster that watched Romania due to antidemocratic and

irresponsible politics led by governments under direct guidance of Carol.

Conclusions

In the end of this study dedicated to political speech professed by luliu Maniu in the

period 1906-1940, we may conclude the following:

Speech of luliu Maniu in the period 1906 — 1918 is one nationalist, protesting
and claiming, in the service of defending national rights of Romanians from
within the two headed Monarchy. It is noticed a development in the
revendicating field from ethnical autonomy to political and statal autonomy and
finally, to the Union with Romania.

Concepts of national democracy, legality and constitutionalism form cores
around which luliu Maniu builds his discoursive texts in the period 1919-1940.
The message sent by speaker is that of defender of democratic values, moral-
Christian values and territorial integrity of Romania.

It is demonstrated the hypothesis that Iuliu Maniu dedicated his life and
political activity to Romanian nation and assertion of principles of democracy,

legality and constitutionalism.
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