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The research subject of the thesis Aspects of the interwar press from Cluj is the press from 

Cluj after the Great Union from the 1
st
 of December 1918, especially that in Romanian. Due to the 

vastness and complexity of the topic, a multi-disciplinary approach was needed, that is consulting 

several volumes and specialized studies from different fields like theory, literary criticism and 

history, Romanian history, press history. 

The argument comprises the reasons which led to choosing the topic, the purpose of the 

research, the structure of the chapters, highlight of the original elements of the thesis. The 

methodology aspects were treated separately just after the argument. 

The purpose of the thesis is to offer a general perspective on a problem regarding the 

consolidation, development, difficulties and success of the interwar press from Cluj, an important 

field of building the public, political, social, cultural life of Cluj after the 1
st
 of December 

1918.Aspects regarding the press guild organization, the Press Trade Union from Ardeal and 

Banat, its festivals, the organization of festivals around the political parties, then idea trends of the 

main cultural newspapers from Cluj, the appearance of an important political press but also of a 

solid minority press, which was coming from the Austrian Hungarian empire were highlighted. 

Also, I emphasized some writers, professors, publicists resulting from the Old Kingdom who 

came to Cluj after the Union to get involved in the development of the interwar press from Cluj, 

but also some journalists from Ardeal less approached by specialists. 

The originality of the thesis lies in treating certain aspects of the interwar press from Cluj 

like Zaharia Boilă’s, Alexandru Anca’s journalism, the prospect of the political press appeared for 

two decades at Cluj, then the activity of the press Trade Union from Ardeal and Banat, the 

festivals, the balls and the press literary soirées organized by this important trade union. I put an 

emphasis on the publishing of two journalists from Cluj less approached, Zaharia Boilă from 

Patria and Alexandru Anca from Clujul. At the same time, I published at annexes photocopies of 

a special flavour from the press of the time with newspapers and political articles, announcements 

of festivals, balls and literary soirées of the interwar press from Cluj, the official press release of 

setting up the Press Trade Union, newspapers news on the censoring of the Hungarian press from 
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Cluj. In the thesis we believe that we managed to to capture an overview image of the interwar 

press from Cluj. The actuality of the research topic is determined by the need to have some 

reference examples, in a society where the works of interwar press history from Cluj are not very 

numerous, as it is a pretty poor research field, which needs a long study in the archives and 

collections of the publications, although it may lead to precious and spectacular findings. 

These arguments, but also others are to be taken into account when the researcher remakes 

the path that the interwar press from Cluj had, with its multiple facets, during the two World 

Wars. If until then the towns in which the Romanian press was well represented were Braşov, 

Sibiu, Oradea, Arad, Orăştie, after the Union the publishing in Cluj gains weight and imposes 

itself in Ardeal. Patria, the newspaper of the Romanian National Party, the most important 

political force in Transylvania, is moved from Sibiu to Cluj, becoming the main politic al 

newspaper of Cluj and of Transylvania, the only one which appeared permanently for two 

decades, until the Vienna Dictate. The newspaper was coordinated by the great writer and 

journalist Ion Agârbiceanu. Publications from the most diverse appear one after another, from 

political newspapers to entertainment press, from cultural publications which entered the national 

cultural pantheon, Gândirea, Darul Vremii, Societatea de Mâine, Gând Românesc to sport 

newspapers. And besides this Romanian press a numerous minority press appears, both 

Hungarian and Jewish, like the newspaper UjKelet (Noul Est), as it is shown in the current thesis. 

Also, through the prospect that we made in the present thesis, we bring tribute to some 

interwar journalists like Ion Agârbiceanu, Elie Dăianu, Sebastian Bornemisa, Ion Clopoţel, Ion 

Breazu, Ion Chinezu, Lucian Blaga, Octavian Goga, Zaharia Boilă, Cezar Petrescu, Victor 

Papilian, Constantin Hagea, Emil-Boşca Mălin, Victor Iancu, Petre Ţuţea, Iustin Ilieşiu, 

Alexandru Anca and others. 

As we emphasize in the chapter dedicated to the political press but also in the one 

dedicated to the cultural magazines Societatea de Mâine and Gând Românesc, a part of the 

interwar journalists were also writers, publishing many poems, prose, pamphlets, reviews, cultural 

chronicles of the most diverse. Lucian Blaga, Cezar Petrescu, Gib I. Mihăescu, Victor Papilian 

and many other writers had columns in newspapers or in the cultural pages of the newspapers 

from Cluj, writing with passion about the culture in Cluj during the two decades of interwar 

democracy, when Cluj was characterized by a unprecedented cultural effervescence until then for 

the Romanian intellectuals. 

This effervescence also materialized in the journalism environment by setting up the Press 

Trade Union from Ardeal and Banat, which was an important guild institution of the press from 

Transylvania, with an intense activity in favour of those who assumed the journalist job. 
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When making this thesis I started from the belief that the current journalism in Cluj needs 

detailed research. The stage of the current research also results from important volumes signed by 

famous researchers like professor Mircea Popa, professor Ilie Rad or philologist Ion Hangiu but 

also many others. 

Thus, the thesis follows the destiny of the interwar press from Cluj from the stage of 

incipient press to a vast press, developed during the two interwar decades. Tangentially, the thesis 

also explores through the interwar press a certain characteristic of social relations from 

Transylvania and Cluj, sustaining the argument that the publishing from Cluj is an important, 

relevant example for the study of evolution of interethnic relations from the journalism point of 

view. 

In the first chapter of the thesis we analyzed the current status of the research. Press 

history is indelibly part of the culture history of a nation and newspapers are part of the spiritual 

patrimony of a country. Many times, they are the only documents of the times that passed, which 

notify state of events which influence the future and they cannot be ignored at all. 

The interwar period at Cluj is one of profound changes and the press of the time 

demonstrates it abundantly. The idea conflicts, the controversies, the idea debates among the 

Romanian political newspapers, Patria, Voinţa, România, Înfrăţirea or Gazeta Ardealului, 

respectively the Hungarian newspapers which continued to appear after the Great Union, like 

Ujsag (Ziarul), Uj Kelet (Noul Est) or Ellenzek (Opoziţia) were analyzed in chapters two and 

three. 

The Union made fundamental changes in the geography and demographics of Romania. 

Important minorities were part of the Romanian state, Hungarians, Jewish, Germans, together 

with the population mostly Romanian. In Ardeal, the Hungarian influence was strong and the 

shock of having lost this territory was powerful for this minority. The major changes produced by 

the decision from Alba Iulia are shown in chapter two, based on history and on a fundamental 

bibliography. Of course, the Hungarian press played an important role in spreading the trends 

inside the Hungarians, the social and political reactions, the idea trends or even the propaganda 

hostile to Romania imposed by Budapest. The problem of Transylvania played a significant role 

during the entire interwar period. The fundamental trends, even chauvinist, shown by the 

Romanian interwar press from Cluj were presented in chapter three. In this chapter we analyze the 

building of the Romanian press after 1918 at Cluj but, without having proposed exhaustively, the 

Hungarian and Jewish minority press from Cluj. 

In chapter two, „Transylvania after the Union from 1918”, we tried to show what the 

Romanian administration inherited from the Hungarian one, the status of the Romanian press but 
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also of the rest of the minority press. Also, an important subchapter was dedicated to a significant 

decision of the Romanian state, that is of bringing to Cluj important writers and professors to 

teach at Ferdinand I University. As the Hungarian professors refused to make solidarity oath for 

the Romanian state, abandoning university and setting up a new one at Pecs, in Hungary, 

professors from Moldova, Muntenia, Bucharest and even from abroad were invited to Cluj, if we 

think of a really exceptional gesture, of great patriotism, of a professor like Emil Racoviţă. He 

moved second his career in France and became Professor Emeritus at Cluj then rector, afterwards 

a famous worldwide researcher. 

We showed how important writers and journalists like Gib I. Mihăescu, Cezar Petrescu 

and others or doctors and professors keen on publishing like Victor Papilian arrived at Cluj. All of 

them, but also many others wrote for newspapers, spread the Romanian language and culture. 

Practically, we showed that there wasn’t any authentic Romanian intellectual who hadn’t 

collaborated with the newspapers of the time just like the famous leaders of the University, the 

linguist Sextil Puşcariu or the pedagogy university professor Onisifor Ghibu wrote in the 

newspapers of the time, set up solid academic magazines and important institutions like the 

Museum of the Romanian Language. 

We dedicated chapter three to the press from Cluj after 1918, with a more detailed 

analysis. The first Romanian newspapers from Cluj were analyzed, then the Hungarian ones, 

some of them appeared at Cluj ever since the Austrian-Hungarian Empire. Based on reliable 

statistics,  we demonstrated that in a town like Cluj, demographically dominated by Hungarians, 

the Romanian press was born and then took wings and daily publications like Patria appeared 

uninterruptedly for twenty years. We also analyzed the performance of the Hungarian press based 

on which the followers of the Hungarian Party, the Hungarian radicals, the liberal wing spread 

their messages, but also the Hungarian cultural magazines, some of them followers of the 

Transylvania trend, which officially decided the appearance of a regional, Transylvania identity. 

We haven’t disregarded either the official publication of the Jewish from Cluj, an important 

Hungarian newspaper of the time. 

The political game in Transylvania was made, especially at the beginning, during 1919- 

1920, but also during the following years, with bigger or smaller intensity, the Romanian National 

Party (P.N.R.). Both this party and the rest of the parties which had political activity in 

Transylvania had benefits from political publications. 

Chapter four, a vast one, as it covers a large period of time, almost two decades and a 

large series of publications is dedicated to the prospect of the political press from Cluj. In 1919, all 

the political factors from the Old Kingdom were trying to make alliances with the Romanian 
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National Party, P.N.R., considered a major political force. At the elections from the winter of 

1919 P.N.R. wins based on the enthusiasm after the Union and on the fact that many political 

forces or the Hungarian and Transylvanian Saxon minorities didn’t candidate. “The media arm” 

of the Peasants’ Party was the newspaper Patria, which is the starting point of this prospect of the 

political press ending with the left and right wing press. 

One of the conclusions of this chapter that we want to focus on is the excessive 

politicization of daily newspapers from Cluj. Practically, there weren’t almost any independent 

newspapers, from most likely financing reasons. All the political forces, PNR, the Peasants’ Party, 

the Peasants’ Party factions, Octavian Goga’s followers, Alexandru Vaida Voevod’s followers, 

Alexandru Averescu’s followers, legionnaires, Alexandru Ioan Cuza’s followers, liberals, 

moderates or Hungarian radicals had their own publications, through which they “fought” their 

political enemies. We consider that the political press from Cluj is of utmost importance 

especially from a  documentary point of view, offering an important research basis especially for 

the historians of political ideas. 

We identified another type of press and specific idea trends in chapter five. Here we 

analyzed two of the most important interwar publications, Societatea de Mâine and Gând 

Românesc. They gave important journalists, that is Ion Clopoţel, respectively Ion Chinezu. Also, 

as they were the most solid, quality cultural magazines from Cluj, they spread idea trends during 

the interwar period in the culture from Cluj and in the Romanian culture. As an important series of 

writers were also publishers, especially cultural publishers, we found it important and even 

mandatory to signal these aspects of the press from Cluj, inside of which writers also got involved 

in publishing. 

In order to demonstrate the special contribution that writers and journalists coming from 

the Old Kingdom had in the interwar press from Cluj, especially during the first three years, in 

chapter six we gave an example of Cezar Petrescu from Voinţa, then of a doctor and famous 

professor, Victor Papilian. His literary club and his involvement in the magazine Darul Vremii 

and then, his collaboration from Gând Românesc showed a special personality. Also, we analyzed 

in this chapter the publishing of a journalist studied by few researchers, Zaharia Boilă, the 

impetuous director of Patria and, subsequently, of România Noua, two important interwar 

newspapers. 

We consider an important contribution to the study of interwar press the analysis that we 

made on the publishing of a journalist from Cluj less known, Alexandru Anca and his publication, 

Clujul, a novelty in terms of press history. When talking about the interwar press from Cluj, a 

significant role is played by less known journalists who treated extremely interesting topics like 
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the status of minority publishing, the relation with the Romanian majority press, important press 

statistics in their publishing or newspapers they set up. Therefore, we highlighted interesting 

details in the subchapter dedicated to the publisher Alexandru Anca. 

As for the guild solidarity in the interwar press from Cluj, in chapter seven, we analyzed 

how the Press Trade Union from Ardeal and Banat was set up, the most important guild 

organization of interwar Romanian publishers and, as another novelty proposed by this thesis, we 

analyzed the phenomenon of Festivals, balls and press literary soirées, all of them fascinating and 

supporting a high goal, finally reached, Căminul Ziariştilor (the Journalists’ Home) from Cluj. 

At the end of the thesis we annexed a few excerpts of political press but also from the 

press festivals and balls, with the fragrance of the era, that we found more relevant and which 

haven’t been published before, as another novelty brought by the current thesis. Photos in which 

we show how the Hungarian radical press was censored as it boycotted the politics of the 

Romanian state, certain attractive newspaper editions, controversial political articles, all of these 

are attractive excerpts from the press of the time. They reunite thus the aspects of the press from 

Cluj studied in the thesis. 

The press has been all over the world a modernizing element, a way of writing the history 

of the times which animated it. It has become a mirror, loyal or sometimes misleading of the 

“present”. In Ardeal, the difficult fight of imposing of the Romanian press, especially during 

dualism, has turned the press into an important institution, which focused on imposing the 

national ideal and maintaining the national identity. 

The interwar press and, in our case, the interwar press from Cluj, is one of the most 

brilliant pages of the Romanian culture history, that is why we found it important to focus on it 

and to discover its important aspects. The interwar press from Cluj was an extremely diverse one, 

covering all fields of social and political life, maintaining a permanent dialogue and even carrying 

idea debates with the interwar Hungarian press from Cluj, especially in the case of political 

newspapers, which wanted, just like today, to impose on the public agenda the interests and 

political actions of the parties which owned them.  

Without pretending that we have said everything about this topic, of the fascinating 

interwar press from Cluj, a certain part of the national culture, we considered that we tried to use 

all the information sources available currently for the topic proposed. 
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