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outbreak of the Second World War  

Drd. Ana Maria Ducuta 
 

 

  This PhD thesis aims to analyze the spiritualist phenomenon in the Romanian 

space as it appears in the Romanian society until the outbreak of the Second World War. 

Although figures such as Bogdan Petriceicu Haşdeu are famous for practicing spiritism, 

although in the daily press we encounter articles about the conversations with the spirits of 

the dead, there is no systematic historical study of this phenomenon in the Romanian space. 

This doctorate does not exhaust the issue of the spiritist phenomenon in the Romanian press 

from the end of the 19th century and the beginning of the 20th century, due to the difficulty 

of collecting the sources necessary for the investigation. Spiritism in the Romanian space 

would seem inconsequential, but on a more detailed analysis of the press and of the literary 

and entertainment concerns of society at the turn of the 19th and 20th centuries, we realize 

that it represents not only a very present phenomenon but also a reflection of the 

preoccupations of this historically troubled period for our country and for the European 

space. The modernization of the Romanian society and its Europeanization make spiritism 

not only a fashionable  phenomenon coming from the French salons where the ladies contact 

their dead husbands with the help of the mediums, but a real tool through which ideas about 

spirituality, culture and history spread in the Romanian space . Elites are the first to come into 

contact with the spiritualist phenomenon, and the press will not refrain from publishing 

articles written by renowned spiritualists such as Allan Kardec, Garbiel Delanne or William 

Crookes, At the same time criticism by some church representatives about the phenomenon 

will start to appear and gain acknoweledgement.       

   The first chapter clarifies the most common and representative terms 

for this thesis. The second chapter discusses the position of the church over the spiritualist 

phenomenon, and especially the arguments that the church brings about the spread of 

spiritualism among those who claim to be practitioners of Christian religion. Chapters three 

and four discuss the historiography of the Spiritist phenomenon in the American, English and 

French societies as well as in the Romanian one. Here are analyzed the main studies that 

appear about the phenomenon, as well as their social and cultural implications for the spiritist 

phenomenon. In the fourth chapter, the books and the spiritualistic periodicals written by 

Romanian authors from the analyzed period are discussed, as well as their relation to the 
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literature of the time. The fifth chapter presents the pro-spiritist positions as they appear in 

Spiritistic books and periodicals. The sixth chapter discusses the positions against the 

spiritualist phenomenon in the Romanian press and literature. The last chapter explains how 

the spiritistic phenomenon influenced the development of experimental psychology, 

especially in the Romanian case.  For the Romanian society, the spiritist phenomenon 

represented a step forward in the process of modernization and Westernization. His 

supporters actively engaged in the promotion of the phenomenon and therefore shared their 

concerns with other members of the elite, which led to a common effort in raising the 

consciousness and general knowledge of that time. The Church as an institution was 

supposed to have a firm stance on the phenomenon, and many famous church figures came 

and faced spiritualism with moral and ethical arguments. The spiritualist phenomenon 

encouraged the transcendence of what was ancient and the adoption of new forms of 

expression. His role in the development of psychology cannot be denied and for a country 

like Romania it was crucial.   Historical, anthropological and social studies of the 

spiritualist phenomenon began to appear in the second half of the nineteenth century and 

peaked at the beginning of the tweentieth century. However, although the spiritist 

phenomenon has been analyzed in its historical, social, scientific and anthropological 

dimension in the European and American case, in extensive specialized studies, when it 

comes to Romania, we encounter an absence not only of studies that interpret the trajectory 

and the influence of the spiritist phenomenon, but an absence of any conclusive history of the 

spiritualist phenomenon. The Spiritualist phenomenon is placed outside of history, being 

included in the category of phenomena that cannot be recorded as historical due to the lack of 

evidence to prove its scientific status.        

 The conflicts between occultism and spiritism have led to the inclusion of spiritism in 

the category of parapsychic, pseudo-scientific phenomena and, most importantly, of no 

importance to any respectable historian. However, the spiritist  phenomenon has an important 

role in the history of the nineteenth century, and its influence, though indirect, is found in 

many of today's disciplines, such as psychology.       

 Both the Greco-Catholic religious press (present in Unirea from Blaj) and the 

Orthodox religion (present in David Voniga's interventions) have harshly criticized Spiritism 

and its followers and attempted to demonstrate sequentially the absence of any reality related 

to Spiritism and its followers. Outside Romania's borders, personalities such as astronomer 

William Crookes and great biologist Russell Wallace confessed to the spiritual movement, 

establishing the Society for Psychical Research in London in 1882.    
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 In Romania, initiators of the Spiritist movement such as Stănulescu or Hasdeu opened 

the way to a new vision of spiritualism. The Victorian era has been haunted by the 

supernatural, in the sense that stories of ghosts and legends of spirits and demons have given 

rise to a particular interest from a wide audience, and premonitions and vowels have become 

a common subject. The voices that sounded beyond the wire of a telephone, the speed of the 

railways, as well as the remote communication through the modern technologies were all too 

many reasons to believe even more in the spiritualist dimension. The scientific dimension of 

spiritism, which is meant to be a science despite the religious aspects it discusses, was not 

taken seriously by many of the scientists of the time, but the social, political and economic 

context of the 1850s favored the assimilation of spiritualism in some environments and its 

adoption as a curiosity: the so-called industrial "miracles" came to detract from classical 

science and bring into question a supernatural evolution. The electric telegraph which led to a 

remarkable speed of information circulation coincided with the emergence of spiritism. 

 Technical progress, forcing the boundaries between possible and impossible, has 

facilitated the promotion and adoption of spiritualism by a large part of French society. In the 

nineteenth century, we witness a secularization of French society and, with it, the return of 

occultism, whose roots were anchored in the European intellectualism of the Renaissance. 

This return of occultism was achieved in the European society with the help of the 

messengers, the spiritualists, the theosophists and the humanists as well as other alternative 

belief systems. The return of occultism in France, alongside intellectual and social trends, 

was despised by a large number of clergy and anti-clergy. The biggest problem the Spiritist 

phenomenon  is experiencing is the ideological volatility that prevents it from remaining 

focused on demonstrating or refuting the scientific hypotheses it proposes to demonstrate. 

 The influence and spread of the spiritualist phenomenon are related to the religious 

and cultural fertility of the nation where it comes, the avant-garde and the social exuberance 

that characterizes the 19th century society. If for the United States spiritism has some 

fabulous data for the nineteenth century, for countries like Romania, the state of affairs is 

much more modest. However, although spiritism does not become a national religion, as is 

the case in the United States, in Romania spiritism is on the lips and in the houses of the elites 

who practice this form of recreation in the highest circles. Because the proofs of the spiritual 

activities of the nineteenth century in Romania are not very abundant, the most readily 

available tool for analyzing this phenomenon is the press, both the non-spiritistic and the 

spiritistic. 
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 The main research question: how did the Romanian press cover historically the 

spiritistic phenomenon will seek to identify the main arguments of historical, religious and 

social nature in the spiritualist debate as well as to demonstrate the role this debate has had in 

the public conscience and In the development of new historical research directions. In view 

of this, we will study the magazines and newspapers that appeared in Romania during the 

aforementioned period. The purpose of this paper is to contribute to the historical studies on 

the spiritualist phenomenon in Romania, but especially to the way the press and the literature 

have reported this phenomenon. 

 The Romanian press exploited the Spiritist phenomenon through numerous articles at 

the end of the nineteenth century, and at the beginning of the 20th century the exoticism of 

spiritism would disappear and the pro and the positions of the phenomenon would become 

much clearer. The position of the church towards spiritism remains as firm from the 

beginning and the end of the analyzed period, regardless of the religious confession of its 

members. Spiritism is considered a diabolical phenomenon, outside religious norms, and 

practitioners of spiritism are incompatible with what the church preaches.    

  In spite of the position of the church towards the spiritualist phenomenon, 

there are church members such as the bishop of Arges and the primate metropolitan of 

Wallachia from 1893 to 1895 who participate in the spiritualistic sessions and encourage 

Bogdan Petriceicu Haşdeu in the spiritualistic manifestations he has in the press . The slower 

spread of the Spiritistic phenomenon contributes most to the profile of the Romanian society 

at that time, namely the rate of urbanization as well as illiteracy. According to the census of 

1899, 78% of Romania's population was illiterate, and in rural areas the percentage rose to 

84%. In Transylvania and Banat, territories that belonged to the Austro-Hungarian Empire at 

that time, but where the population was predominantly Romanian, the situation was better, 

with 64.6% illiterate. For the Romanian scientific community at the end of the 19th century, 

spiritism is a strange phenomenon whose phenomena are a starting point for sciences such as 

psychology or physiology. Romanian psychologists such as Florian Ştefănescu-Goangă or 

Nicolae Vaschide studied in the experimental psychology laboratories in France, Germany 

and Romania the spiritistic phenomena that they later explored and framed in experimental 

psychology. 

 The Spiritist phenomenon in Romanian literature has led to an overrun of the 

boundaries of language and to the introduction of fantasy literature, storytelling about 

theaters or theater plays with a spiritual theme in the Romanian literary consciousness. 

 Spiritism sparked the interest of the Romanian elites, the spiritistic meetings taking 
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place in the homes of many of them, being one of the most well-known activities. Not only 

Bogdan Petriceicu Haşdeu participates in spiritist meetings, but Queen Elizabeth of Romania 

herself, participates and organizes them at Peles Castle. The Spiritist magazines appearing are 

funded by lawyers, lawyers, doctors who monthly donate large sums for meetings, 

conferences, and press appearances by media or spiritualists.     

 The interest in the Spiritist phenomenon reaches its climax at the turn of the 19th and 

20th centuries. After the First World War, it will have lost its glory and exotism for a very 

simple reason: spiritist phenomena fail to change society at the level that the spiritualists 

propose to, so disappointment comes from death and war that can not be prevented by the 

"religion-science," as the French Spiritualists call it. 

 The non-spirited press that abounds in articles about the spiritualist phenomenon 

stands as proof of the importance of spiritism for the understanding of Romanian society at 

the turn of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. The Spiritist debate involves academics, 

historians, archaeologists, priests who are either trying to support the spread of the spiritualist 

phenomenon (C.Rădulescu Motru, B.P, Hasdeu) or to stop the inherent curiosity of the 

people related to the practice of spiritism in the spiritistic meetings (Gh. Marinescu , David 

Voniga, Vasile Suciu, Nicolae Iorga or Caragiale).      

 Bogan Petriceicu Haşdeu's role in the spread of spiritism is a crucial one, unjustly 

excluded from studies of his literary work, after being declared a spiritualist. B. P Haşdeu 

creates a true philosophical movement with deep cultural and popular implications within the 

spiritual movement in Romania, referring to pagan Romanian beliefs and traditions, brought 

to the surface by his historical research work. Elements of popular fantasy literature are 

present in B.P. Haşdeu after 1897, which only enriches it and brings a new stage of evolution 

in the work of the scholar.          

 The impact of spiritism in the Romanian society can also be understood from a 

different perspective: some of the most important Romanian writers of the time have given 

opinions on it. Among the most important are Ion Luca Caragiale, Ioan Slavici or Ion 

Agârbiceanu. Their opinions (mostly critical) have been expressed through the various 

publications of the epoch or, in some cases, even the subject of literary works (eg Anton 

Bacalbasa in his famous stories with Santa Claus). 

 We ask ourselves what character did the Spiritist phenomenon in Romania have in the 

past? An elitist one or has it become a mass movement? The answer to this question cannot 

be categorical, as it is a series of hues that, as we have already pointed out, both the profile of 

the society of the times and of the Romanian elites. Certainly, spiritism in Romania was an 
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import phenomenon, but it was gradually sought by the followers of the current to be adapted 

to the realities of the Romanian space. Spiritism in Romania emerged as a current within the 

elites, but gradually opened to society, thanks to the "publicity" around it due to the press, on 

the one hand, and, on the other hand, thanks to the efforts of its followers. This explains the 

appearance of spiritist magazines and of a whole genre literature, which can be considered as 

having a popularization role at some point. Also, including the criticisms made against the 

Spiritistic movement (even under the tutelage of the Romanian Orthodox Church), it had the 

role of popularizing it.          

 At the same time, we notice the existence of a gap, especially in the second half of the 

nineteenth century, between the magnitude of the current in the West and its forms of 

manifestation in the Romanian space. This situation was not only about spiritism but was 

found in many other fields of activity or some innovative ideas and currents of the time. After 

World War I, the Spiritist phenomenon loses some of its followers, but wins another. On the 

one hand, they are disappointed that spiritism as a phenomenon could not prevent the 

outbreak of war and implicit fatalities; on the other hand, those who find in spiritism a refuge 

for communicating with the spirits of the dead.       

 After World War I, psychological research in France and the United States is 

blooming, institutes for the research of medium phenomena appear, and Romanian 

psychologists such as Vaschide or Gruber are studying in the laboratories where these 

experiments are made. It is only after the Second World War that the influence of spiritism 

will begin to be reduced considerably until it disappears in 1947 with the arrival of the 

Communists to power. The Romanian Spiritualist phenomenon does not reach the size of the 

United States, Britain or France, but this is primarily due to historical conditions and 

secondly to religious conditions, the religious conscience of Romanians at that time leaving 

no place for such occult schisms as is the case of the United States where protestantism, 

evangelism and spiritualism are widespread beliefs that do not exclude one another. 

However, Romanian spiritism is spread throughout the country, being practiced and debated 

both in the Principalities and in Transylvania.       

 The influence of B.P. Haşdeu on spiritism is a beneficial one, although it is being 

fought by historians. In conclusion, spiritualism has an overwhelming influence on the 

development of experimental psychology in countries such as France, Germany, the United 

States or Romania. Due to the academic and professional reputation of the founders of 

Romanian experimental psychology, Romanian experimental psychologists are at the 

international standards, certified by their presence in publications such as the Psychology 
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Magazine or Psychology Annals of famous psychologists such as G.W Allport, H.Pieron, 

C.Spearman or F.Krueger. C. Rădulescu-Motru and F. Ştefănescu Goangă support the 

monistic theory, distancing themselves from Wundt's psychophysical theory. The use of 

several consecutive methods, as well as the internal observation, are the most important 

criteria for experimental research in Romania. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



8 
 

Bibliography 

 

Attick  Richard, Victorian People and Ideas: A Companion for the Modem Reader of 

Victorian Literature , New York, W. W. Norton Company, 1973. 

B. Inglis, Natural and Supernatural: A History of the Paranormal from Earliest Times to 

1914, London, Hodder & Stoughton, 1977. 

Ballet, G., La psychose hallucinatoire chronique, în Revue Neurologique ,Nr.27(1914),p. 41–

46. 

Ballet, La psychose hallucinatoire chronique, în Revue Neurologique ,Nr.27(1914),p. 41–46. 

Bejat, Marian Geneza psihologiei ca știință experimentală în România, București, Editura 

didactică și pedagogică, 1972. 

Beloff, J., Parapsychology: A Concise History, London, Athlone Press, 1993. 

Berge, Christine, La voix des Esprits. Ethnologie du spiritisme, Métailié, Paris, 1990. 

Berry, Catherine, Experiences in Spiritualism: A record of extraordinary 

phenomena,witnessed through the most powerful mediums, London, James Burns, 1876. 

Binet, Alfred, L’etude experimentale de l’intelligence, Paris, Schleicher, 1903. 

Binet, Alfred, The mind and the brain, London, Dryden House, 1907. 

Bonduelle, Michel, Gelfand, Toby, Charcot. Un grand médecin dans son siècle, Paris, 

Michalon, 1996.  

Bragdon E (ed.) (2011) Spiritism and Mental Health. Practices from Spiritist Centers and 

Spiritist Psychiatric Hospitals in Brazil. Philadelphia: Singing Dragon. 

Brandon, Ruth, The Spiritualists: The Passion for the Occult in the Nineteenth and Twentieth 

Centuries, New York, Alfred A. Knopf, 1983. 

Braude, Ann, News from the spirit world: A checklist of American Spiritualist 

Periodicals.1847-1900, Worcester, American Antiquarian Society, 1989. 

Braude, Ann, Radical Spiritis:Spiritualism and women’s Rights in Nineteenth Century 

America,  Beacon Press, Boston, 1989.  

Brent, J., Charles Sanders Peirce: A Life, Indianapolis, Indiana University Press, 1993. 

Brower, M.Brady, Unruly Spirits.The Science of Psychic Phenomena in Modern France, 

University of Illinois, 2010.  

Brown, E. M., "Neurology and spiritualism in the 1870s în Bulletin of the History of 

Medicine, Nr.57(1983). 

Budd, S.Varieties of unbelief: atheists and agnostics in English society, 1850-1960, London, 

1977.  



9 
 

Buescher, John B., The other side of salvation: Spiritualism and the nineteenth-century 

religious experience, Boston, Skinner House Books, 2004. 

Bumham, J. C., How superstition won and science lost: Popularizing science and health in 

the United States. New Brunswick, Rutgers University Press, 1987. 

Buricescu, I. F., Spiritism şi Metapsihică, Bucureşti, Cugetarea, 1934. 

Buricescu, Ion. F, Misterele Sufletului Omenesc, București, Tipografiile Române Unite, 1934. 

Burlet, P., Du Spiritisme considéré comme cause d’aliénation mentale, Lyon, Richard,1863. 

Burton, Jean,Heyday of a Wizard: Daniel Home the Medium, London,Harrap, 1948 

C. Cavalier, Étude médico-psychologique sur la croyance aux sortilèges à l’époque actuelle. 

Montpellier, Editeurs du Montpellier medical, 1868. 

C. Treitel, A Science for the Soul: Occultism and the Genesis of the German Modern, 

Baltimore, Johns Hopkins University Press, 2004. 

Cerullo, J., Secularization of the soul: Psychical research in modern Britain, Philadelphia, 

Institute for the Study of Human Issues, 1982. 

Charles Richet, "Les mouvements inconscients" in Hommages Monsieur Chevreul a 

l’occasion de son centenaire 31 aout 1886, Pari, Félix Alcan, ,1886, p. 79–94. 

Clenon, J. Mc, Deviant Science: The Case of Parapsychology. Philadelphia, University of 

Pennsylvania Press, 1986. 

Clervoy, P.,"Esprit: Es-tu là ? La psychiatrie face à l’engouement spirite", Perspectives 

psychiatriques, Vol.3, Nr.41(2002), p. 237–240. 

Crabtree, A., “Automatism and the emergence of dynamic psychiatry”, în Journal of the 

History of the Behavioral Sciences Vol.39, Nr.1(2003),p. 51–70. 

Crabtree, A., “Automatism and the emergence of dynamic psychiatry”, în Journal of the 

History of the Behavioral Sciences Vol.39, Nr.1(2003),p. 51–70. 

Crookes, William, Research in the Phenomena of Spiritualism, J. Burns, London, 1874. 

Davis , A. Early auditory studies: Activities in the psychology laboratories of American 

universities, Washington DC, Smithsonian Institution Press, 1975. 

Delabarre, E. B., "Les laboratoires de psychologie en Amerique", în L'annee psychologique, 

Nr.1(1894). 

Delanne, G., Le Phénomène Spirite: témoignage des savants, Hachette Livre BNF, 1897. 

Delanne, Gabriel, Le Spiritsme Devant La Science, Nabu Press, 2010. 

Deledalle, Gérard Charles S.Peirce.An Intellectual Biograpy, John Benjamins, Publishing 

Company, 1990.  

 Demetrescu, Scarlat, Viața dincolo de mormânt, 1928.  



10 
 

 Doyle, Arthur, Conan, The history of Spiritualism, London, Cassell, 1926.  

Drăgănescu, Mihail, Calea. Înălțarea Spirituală și Morală, Craiova, Institutul de Arte 

Grafice, 1936. 

Duhem Paul, Duhem, Contribution à l'étude de la folie chez les spirites, Paris, Hachette 

Livre, 2013.  

E. Cardeña Lynn , Varieties of Anomalous Experiences: Examining the Scientific 

Edith Hopkirk(editor), From Memory’s shrine :the reminescences of Carmen Sylva( H. M. 

QUEEN ELISABETH OF ROUMANIA), Philadephia&London, J.B.Lippincott Company, 

1911.  

Ellenberger, H., The Discovery of the Unconscious: The History and Evolution of Dynamic 

Psychiatry, New York, Basic Books, 1970. G. Ballet, La psychose hallucinatoire chronique, 

în Revue Neurologique ,Nr.27(1914),p. 41–46. 

Ellenberger, H., The Discovery of the Unconscious: The History and Evolution of Dynamic 

Psychiatry, New York, Basic Books, 1970. G. Ballet, La psychose hallucinatoire chronique, 

în Revue Neurologique ,Nr.27(1914),p. 41–46.  

Evidence, Washington, DC: American Psychological Association, 2000. 

EW, Capron, Modern Spiritualism: Its Facts and Fanatisms, its Consistencies and 

Contradictions, Boston, Bela Marsh, 1855. 

Figuier, Louis, Histoire du Merveilleux.Dans les Temps Modernes, Paris, Hachette, 1860.  

Firu, C., Noțiuni de Epignosă. Misterul Morții, Chișinău, Monitorul Oficial si Imprimeriile 

Statului Imprimeria Chișinău, 1934. 

Flammarion, Camille, Fenomenele Spiritismului, Bucuresti, Alcalay&Co, 1899. 

G. Charuty, Le Couvent des fous, Paris, Flammarion, 1985. 

Gauld A., Mediumship and Survival: A Century of Investigation, Heinemann, London, 1982. 

Gauld, A. The founders of psychical research, New York, Schocken Books, 1968. 

GG de Clérambault, A. Brousseau, "La fin d’une voyante. Présentation de malade", Bulletin 

de la Société Clinique de Médecine Mentale,  Nr.12(1920), p.223–230. 

Gologan, G.D., Spiritismul și minunile mântuitorului, București, Editura Librariei Teologice, 

1939. 

 Guillard, M., Table qui danse et table qui répond.Expériences à la portée de tout le monde, 

Garnier frères, Paris, 1853. 

Gurney, E., "Remarks on Professor Peirce's Paper", în Proceedings of the American Society 

for Psychical Research,Nr. 1, 1887, pp.157-180.  



11 
 

H. Claude , "Intuitions délirantes, obsessions et syndrome d’action extérieure", L’Encéphale 

Nr.28(1933), p.350–371. 

 Hall,  Trevor, The Spiritualists: The Story of Florence Cook and William Crookes, New 

York, Helix Press, 1963. 

Hall, G. S.,"The affiliation of psychology with philosophy and the natural sciences", în 

Science, Nr.23(1906). 

Hall, T. H., The Spiritualists: The Story of Florence Cook and William Crookes, New York, 

Helix Press, 1962. 

 Hardinge-Britten, Emma, Modern American Spiritualism: A Twenty Years Record of the 

Communion between Earth and the World of Spirits, New Hyde Park, University Books,New 

York, 1970, pp.45-59.   

Harrington, A., Hysteria, Hypnosis and the Lure of the Invisible: the Rise of Neo-Mesmerism 

in Fin-de-Sie`cle French Psychiatry, London, Routledge, 1988. 

Harris, Jose, Private lives, public spirits: Britain, 1870-1914, Penguin, 1994. 

Hodder & Stoughton, 1984. 

Home, Daniel, Douglas, Les lumières et les ombres du spiritualisme, Paris, Dentu, 1883.  

Houser, Nathan The Essential Peirce, Selected Philosophical Writings, Volume 1 (1867–

1893), Bloomington ,Indiana University Press, 1992. 

Huteau, Michel, "Un météore de la psychologie française :Nicolae Vaschide (1874-1907)", în 

Bulletin de psychologie, Nr.2(2008). 

Hyman, R., The Elusive Quarry: A Scientific Appraisal of Psychical Research, Amherst, 

Prometheus Books, 1989. 

Hynes, Samuel, The Edwardian Turn of Mind, Random House UK, 1992.      

Imbert-Gourbeyre, Antoine, L’hypnotisme et la stigmatization, Paris, Bloud&Barral, 1899. 

Inglis, B. Science and Parascience: A History of the Paranormal, 1914–1939, London, 

Iorga, Nicolae Rezultatele luptei de purificare, București, 1937, p.13. 

 Iorga, Nicolae, O viață de om, Editura Nicolae Stroilă, București, 1934, p.145. 

Iorga, Nicolae, Oameni cari au fost, Editura pentru literatură, 1967, p.206. 

Jenkins, Elizabeth, The Shadow and the Light: A Defence of Daniel Dunglas Home, the 

Medium, London, Hamish Hamilton, 1982. 

Jenniard Du Dot, Alexandre, Le spiritisme dévoilé, ou les faits spirites constatés et 

commentés, Bloud&Barral, Paris, 1895. 

JM.Charcot, Oeuvres complètes. Leçons sur les maladies du système nerveux, Paris, Progrès 

Médical, 1890. 



12 
 

Kardec, Allan, Heaven and Hell. Divine Justice Vindicated in the Plurality of Existences, 

Trübner, London, 1878. 

Kardec, Allan, Le Livre des Esprits, Paris, Didier et Cle, 1860. 

Kottler, Malcolm, Jay, “Alfred Russel Wallace, the Origin of Man and Spiritualism,  în Isis, 

Vol.65, Nr.2(1974), pp.144-192. 

Lachapelle, Sofie, From Spiritism and Occultism to Psychical Research&Metapsychics in 

France, 1853-1931, Johns Hopkins University Press, 2011. 

Lamont, Peter, “Magician as conjuror:A frame analysis of Victorian mediums”, în Early 

Popular Visual Culture, Nr.1(2006) pp.43-54. 

Lamont, Peter, “Spiritualism and a Mid-Victorian Crisis of Evidence”, în The Historical 

Journal, Vol.47, Nr.4(2004), p.897-920. 

Lanska Douglas, Joseph, Franz Anton Mesmer and the Rise and Fall of Animal 

Magnetism:Dramatic Cures, Controversy and Ultimately a Triumph for the Scientific Method 

în Brain, Mind and Medicine :Essays in Eighteenth-Century Neuroscience,Springer, 2007, 

pp.301-320. 

Leon, Nicolae, Note și amintiri, Cartea Românească, București, 1933. 

Lévy-Valensi, J., “Spiritisme et folie“ în L’Encéphale, Vol.5, Nr.6(1910), p. 696–716. 

Lévy-Valensi, J., L’Automatisme mental dans les délires systematizes chroniques d’influence 

et hallucinatoires.Le Syndrome de dépossession, Paris, Masson, 1927. 

Lewis-Fernández R., Kleinman , A., “Cultural psychiatry: theoretical, clinical and research 

issues”, în Psychiatric Clinics of North America, Vol.18, Nr.3(1995), p. 433–448. 

Low, Nichols, Thomas, A biography of the Brothers Davenport, London,Saunders, 1864. 

Magnan,  V., Leçons cliniques sur les maladies mentales. Le délire chronique, Paris, 

Lecrosnier et Babé, 1890. 

Marie P.,  Vigouroux A. Spiritisme et folie. Xè Congrès des aliénistes et neurologistes de 

France et de l’étranger. Marseille and Paris: Masson, 1899. 

Marinescu, G. Spiritism și Metapsihism, București, Academia Română, Memoriile Secțiunii 

Științifice, Seria III, Tomul III, Mem.10, Cultura Națională ,1926. 

Mauskopf, S. H, The elusive science: Origins of experimental psychical research, Baltimore, 

Johns Hopkins University Press, 1980. 

MB, Brower, Unruly Spirits: The Science of Psychic Phenomena in Modern France, Chicago 

& London, Chicago University Press, 2010. 

Medhurst, R. G., Crookes and the Spirit World, London, Souvenir Press, 1972.  



13 
 

Méheust, B. Somnambulisme et médiumnité, Paris, Les Empêcheurs de Penser en Rond, 

1999. 

Mirville, Jules-Eudes de, Pneumatologie.Des esprits et de leurs manifestations fluidiques, 

Paris,Vrayet de Surcy, 1858, pp.45-48. 

Monroe, John Warne ,“Cartes de visite from the Other World : spiritism and the discourse of 

 laïcisme in the early Third Republic”, în  French Historical Studies,Nr.26(2003), pp.119-

153. 

Moore, William, “To hold communion with the nature and the spirit-world: New England’s 

spiritualist camp meetings, 1865-1910”, în Perspectives in Vernacular Arhitecture, 

Nr.7(1997), pp.230-248. 

Morse, J.,Leaves from my life: A narrative of personal experiences in the career of a servant 

of the spirits, London, James Burns, 1877. 

Murphy, G.,William James on psychical research, New Viking Press, 1960. 

Myers, G. E. William James: His life and thought, New Haven, Yale University Press, 1986. 

Nartonis, David, “The Rise of 19th-Century American Spiritualism, 1854-1873”, în Journal 

for the Scientific Study of Religion, Nr.49(2010), p. 361-373. 

NL Zingrone, "Images of women as mediums: power, pathology and passivity in the writings 

of Frederic Marvin and Cesare Lombroso", in Coly L & White RA (editori) Women and 

Parapsychology, New York, Parapsychology Foundation, 1994,p.90–121. 

 Oppenheim, Janet, The other world:spiritualism and psychical research in England, 1850-

1914, Cambridge,Cambridge University Press, 1985. 

Owen, Alex, The Darkened Room: Women, Power and Spiritualism in Late Victorian 

England, Chicago, University of Chicago Press, 2004. 

Owen, Alex, The Place of Enchantment: British Occultism and the Culture of the Modern, 

Chicago, University of Chicago Press, 2004.  

Pace, E. A., "On the definition of some modern sciences: Psychology", în Popular Science 

Monthly, Nr.61(1902). 

Petriceicu Haşdeu, Bogdan, O nevestă româncă în traiul pământesc și în vieța după morte. O 

conferință academică și mai multe ședințe extra-academice, București, Editura Librăriei 

Socecu, 1903. 

Plas R., “Psychology and psychical research in France around the end of the 19th century“, în 

History of Human Sciences, Vol.25, Nr.2(2012), p. 91–107. 

Plas R., Naissance d’une science humaine, la psychologie: les psychologues et le 

“merveilleux psychique”, Rennes, Presses Universitaires de Rennes , 2000. 



14 
 

 Porter, Katherine H., Through a Glass Darkly: Spiritualism in the Browning Circle, 

Lawrence, University of Kansas Press, 1958.  

Redman, George A., Mystic hours: Spiritual experiences, New York, Partridge, 1859.  

Reinsel, R., “Dissociation and mental health in mediums and sensitives: a pilot survey”, 

Proceedings of Presented Papers of PA 2003 Annual Convention, 2003, p.200–221. 

Richet, C. ,“La métapsychique”, Proceedings of the Society for Psychical Research, Vol. 19, 

Nr. 2(1905), p.3-34. 

 Rieber, Robert, W.David K. Robinson, Wilhelm Wundt in History: The Making of a 

Scientific Psychology, Kluwer Academic,  2001. 

Ross, Dorothy, G. Stanley Hall: The psychologist as prophet, Chicago, University of Chicago 

Press, 1972. 

Rotar, M. Moartea în Transilvania în secolul al XIX-lea, vol. 2, Cluj Napoca, Accent, 2007 

Rowell, Geoffrey, Hell and the Victorians: A Study of the Nineteenth-Century Theological 

Controversies concerning Eternal Punishment and the Future Life, Oxford Scholarly 

Classics, Oxford, 2000.  

S. Wolf, Brain, Mind and Medicine: Charles Richet and the Origins of Physiological 

Psychology, New Brunswick, Transaction Publishers, 1993. 

Saint-Germain, C.de, Practical Hypnotism, Theories and Experiments, Health Research 

Books, 1996.  

Savin, Ioan Gh, Iconoclaști și apostați contemporani, Tipografia Cărților Bisericești, 1932, 

București. 

Séglas, J.,  “L’hallucination dans ses rapports avec la fonction du langage. Les hallucinations 

psychomotrices verbales“ în  Progrès Médical Vol.8, Nr. 33(1888), p.124–126. 

Shamdasani, S., “Encountering Hélène: Théodore Flournoy and the genesis of subliminal 

psychology”, în  Flournoy T, From India to the Planet Mars: A Case of Multiple Personality 

with Imaginary Languages by Théodore Flournoy, Princeton, Princeton University Press, 

1994. 

Sibley, N. W., "Psychical research and the roentgen and other X rays" în The Westminster 

Review, Nr. 49(1898). 

Silas, Ferdinand, Instruction explicative des tables tournantes, Paris, Houssiaux&Dentu, 

1853. 

Stănulescu, C., Fenomenele spiritualiste sau metapsyhice. Fenomenele fizice, București, 

Cartea Românească, 1925. 

Stănulescu, C., Minunile Spiritismului, București, Tipografia Nicu Grassiany, 1933. 



15 
 

Suciu, Vasile, Hipnotism si Spiritism.Studiu Critico-Teologic, Blaj, Tipografia Seminariului 

Arhidiecezan, 1906. 

Tabacu, Jenica, Amurgul Demiurgului.Ultimii ani de viață ai lui B.P.Haşdeu, București, 

Saeculum Vizual, 2007. 

Taylor, A. E., "The place of psychology in the classification of the sciences", în 

Philosophical Review,Nr. 15(1906). 

Teleor,D., B.P.Haşdeu(Savantul-Omul de spirit-Spiritistul), București, Tipografia 

L’independance Roumaine, 1908. 

Toulouse, N.Vaschide, H.Pieron, Technique de psychologie experimentale(Examen  des 

sujets), Paris, 1904. 

Urzică, Mihail, Minuni și false minuni. Revelațiuni, semne dumnezeiești și satanisme, 

București, Imprimeriile Curentul, 1940. 

Von Schrenck-Notzing, B. Phenomena of materialisation: A contribution to the investigation 

of mediumnistic teleplastics, London, Trubner, 1923. 

Voniga, David Espunerea spiritismului, Arad, Tipografia Diecesana, 1898. 

 Wallis, R., On the Margins of Science: The Social Construction of Rejected Knowledge, 

Keele, University of Keele, 1979. 

Weisberg, B. Talking to the Dead: Kate and Maggie Fox and the Rise of Spiritualism, San 

Francisco, HarperSanFrancisco, 2004. 

Wetherbee, John Shadows:Being a familiar presentation of thoughts and experiences in 

spiritual matters, with illustrative narrations, Boston Colby&Rich, 1885. 

 

 


